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 The  25th  December 

At Christmas, 2020 

Prime minister Boris 

Johnson was forced to 

announce to the nation 

that, ‘Christmas cannot 

continue as planned.’  

The Covid 19 epidemic 

had  effectively                     

cancelled Christmas. 

This was not the first time that Parliament had cancelled Christmas. In 1644, during the English Civil 

War, a decree was issued that banned the celebration of Christmas. John Taylor, a Thames waterman 

and self taught poet, knew how most people loved Christmas and therefore fought the ban. 

Of Christmas  

Vindication  
1647 

Can any Christian or Colchester man tell poor old 

Christmas Day where he is?  Is this England or Turkey 

that I am in? Or is this London or Constantinople that 

gives me no better entertainment!    

Taylor personified Christmas to argue his case. 

His ‘Christmas’ led to our idea of Santa! 

In 2020, we found out exactly how the                         

cancellation of Christmas felt in 1647! 

John  

Taylor 

the 

Water 

Poet 

Churches closed and shops 

opened on Xmas Day! The 

World’s turn’d upside down! 
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Christmas is Cancelled 

All of us were impacted by the cancellation of Christmas in 2020 (and restrictions in 2021).  

• Use the thought bubbles to write down how you felt when Christmas was cancelled in 2020.   

• Close your eyes and think of the colour that best sums up how you felt.  

• Write the colour that you picture yourself in the silhouette.  

ME

My colour is: 

 

 

How do you 

think we felt 

in 1647? 
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 The 
Riots  

PLUM Pudding  Timelines 

Civil War 
1625-49 

King              

Charles I  

BEDE  AD/BC 

 

The English 

Civil War 

Cavaliers v Roundheads 
Anglican Royalists for the King Puritans for Parliament 

Today 

2022 
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Since William the Conqueror, apart from Edward V and Edward VIII, every monarch that has been 

crowned has had a coronation ceremony at Westminster Abbey.  Totalling 39 coronations since 1066.  

    

2023 will see the coronation of 

 

C       K    THE T     

 The Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II, Westminster Abbey, 2 June 1953   TERENCE CUNEO  RCIN 404470  

A Thousand Years of history   

A new monarch will be crowned in the Abbey on May 6th 2023 

2023 

1953 
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CAROLUS D G  

MAG  BRI  FRA  

ET HI REX 

Charles by the Grace of God King of   

Great Britain, France and Ireland                                    

CHRISTO 

AUSPICE               

REGNO 

I reign  with the            

support of Christ 

Charles I 1643/44 

York Mint 

(Ebor) Half 

crown  

What do the 

heads and tails 

tell you about 

the image and 

message that 

Charles         

wanted to  

portray of  

himself? 

What does this half crown coin tell you about Charles I beliefs? 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

Who was Charles I?   

I’m divine! 

In 1625 Charles I became KING.  His father King James I brought him up to believe in the DIVINE 

RIGHT OF KINGS.  Use his half crown coin, below, to work out what this meant. 

That’s just what 

I was thinking. 

Too right 

you are! 

1625 
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King versus parliament 

 A Shilling Message                  

1640-1641 Charles Ist silver Shilling.   

What is the most obvious difference between these two coins? 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

1653 Commonwealth of England silver shilling  
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Pope                           Barons           SERFS   King  KnightPeasants 

2  

3  

 

 

 

4 

5 

6 
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The Medieval Hierarchy 

A B C D E F 

slaves 

Large  land 

owners 

Small  land 

owners 

Head              

Catholic 

Church 

Head of 

state 

Villeins/

farmers 

Can you order the HIERARCHY 

(power structure) that  existed a 

hundred years before Charles I 

became King? 

 

King John & 

Magna Carta  

TOTAL    POWER 

LAW 
1215 

What does ‘The King is above the law’ mean? 

Barons           
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Wat Tyler & The Peasant’s Revolt   

1381 When Adam delved and Eve span, 

Who then were the gentleman? 

Serfs ye are and serfs 

ye shall remain! 

What did John Ball mean? 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

Treason was punished by being... 

________________________________________________________________ 

Richard II 

In 1381, Wat Tyler led the peasants of Kent to Blackheath.  Rebel priest John Ball gave 

his famous speech about equality, before they marched on King Richard II’s London. 

 The rebellion 

was             

brutally 

crushed. 
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 The Reformation 

An English Bible 

An English Bible began a                 

revolution. Access to religious 

knowledge had always been for 

the elite.  They feared letting            

ordinary people interpret the           

Bible for themselves, and so lashed 

out wildly at those that did. 

In 1521 Henry ViII defended 

the Pope against  Martin      

Luther’s Protestant challenge. 

Henry was made                    

’DEFENDER OF THE FAITH’ 

Tyndale was burnt            

at the stake.                  

1521 

1382 1526 

1536 
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Puritan Anti Episcopy 

Mary I 

 If I can read the 

Bible, I don’t 

need a priest or 

bishop to tell me 

how to worship. 

If the church  

hierarchy goes so do we! 

 

 

 I am a successful           

merchant one of 

God’s elect chosen  

for salvation. 

PURITANS  

Puritans felt 

that bishops 

came between 

them and God. 

Why would these kings and queens                       

think this? 



 12 

 

 

Dissolution of the Monasteries 

 
 

Act of Supremacy  1534 

 

Birth of 

the 

Church 

of             

England 

1536 1541 

29% 4% 

Church land ownership 

 

Henry sold church land to a            

growing merchant middle class          

What impact did this 

have? 

This act gave King Henry VIII  power over the... 

Henry VIII 

 

I want more 

power 

 

The Pope 
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The Spanish          

Armada 1588 

Counter reformation 

The Gunpowder 

Plot 1605 

 

Guy Fawkes James I 

The English feared a 

catholic invasion 

from Europe 

‘Remember, Remember 

the 5th of November 

Gunpowder, Treason 

and plot’ 

Protestant                     

Martyrs 1555 

Why were Puritans  fearful 

of Catholicism? 

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________ 

Elisabeth I 
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The Sabbatarians 

We believe that           

nobody should work 

or play on Sundays. 

Christmas date Doubts 

Sol Invictus 25 December   

The Romans celebrated the winter                

solstice as the birth of Sol Invictus                 

(the ‘unconquered sun’)       

Saturnalia                                   

involved feasting and exchanging gifts to 

honour the god Saturn. Roles were             

reversed and gambling was permitted.  

Sol Invictus 25 Dec 

There is no mention in the 

Bible that Christmas was on 

the 25th December.  Those 

that celebrate on Christmas 

day are really marking a 

Roman pagan festival! 

The 10          

Commandments 

were central to 

their beliefs. 

 

Circle the                

commandment 

this Sabbatarian is 

talking about?  

    Puritans believed that their faith must be based only on the words of the Bible. 

The Ten Commandments Exodus 20 3-17 
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In 1633, Puritan William Prynne published HIStrio Mastix : The Player’s Scourge or 

Actor’s Tragedy.  It  was an attack on the theatre, Xmas and dancing and in particular Charles’s   

Catholic Queen, Henrietta–Maria.  Prynne was arrested and had both of his ears cut off for sedition. 

“Women actors                      

notorious whores!” 

EAR! What you 

on about? 

1633 

Charles retaliated to Histrio 

Mastix by reissuing his          

father’s Book of Sports.  

Every church had to read it out. 

In 1633, fanatical puritan                
Richard ‘BLUE DICK’ 

Culmer, was put into prison 

for refusing to read it.  John 

Lilburne  defended Prynne’s 

book, but in doing so, to defend 

free speech, he was                                                                           

arrested and publicly whipped. 

1638 

Richard 

Culmer 

1633 
I demand free 

speech! 

Henrietta-

Maria 

William 

Prynne 

1618 

Sunday was the working man’s day of rest, but Puritans tried to stop 

them playing sports on the ‘Lord’s Day’ despite the Book of Sports.

You are all free 

to enjoy            

Sunday sport 
James I 

Grandad’s’ Book of Sports allowed everyone to           

enjoy Sundays as long as they had been to church first. 

No to sport on 

Sundays 

John            

Lilburne 
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Scene  1: 

The Vindication 

of Christmas 

1647-2022 

375th Anniversary 

The Vindication of Christmas by John Taylor.  1652 National Archives 
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I wish you all a 

merry Christmas. 

 The  25th  December 

Of Christmas 

Vindication  
2022 

Ghastly grim and ancient 
Raven wandering from the 

Nightly shore—                            
Tell me what thy lordly 
name is on the Night’s 

Plutonian shore!” 

Quoth the Raven 
“Nevermore.”                          

 the Raven:           

 Edgar allan poe Thus are the merry lords of  

misrule suppressed by the mad 

lords of bad rule at                          

Westminster! 

I had that Shakespeare in 

me boat the other day!  

John had been a Thames waterman, just like Tommy.  They’d called him ’the King’s Water Poet’ 

and 375 years ago, when Parliament tried to ban Christmas, he’d enlisted the help of Father Christmas 

to keep the spirit of Christmas alive long enough for THE PARTY KING!-King Charles II-to save 

it.  In 1660, King Charles pledged that, “Christmas will nevermore  be banned in English homes.” 

 It’s Christmas Eve and the fading embers of Tommy Taylor’s fire seem to reflect his sombre mood.  

Will Christmas ever be the same?  2020 and 2021 had been ruined by Covid and it seemed strange 

to think of  Christmas Day 2022 without the Queen.  He couldn’t get his head around the idea of 

King Charles III. Would things ever be the same again?  Tommy started to drift to sleep when a 

flash of light snapped him awake. Standing in front of him was a green Father Christmas. 

I am  John Taylor-          

the Spirit of Christmas. 

1660 

Tower             

Raven 
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 My name is, my name is,                                                                

My name is,                                                                    

Charles the Second! 

 I love the people                                                                

And the people love me, 

 So much that they restored                                   

The English monarchy! 

 I’m part Scottish, French, Italian                                

A little bit Dane, 

But one hundred percent party animal- 

Champagne? 

Spaniels I adored,                                                             

Named after me too, 

Like me, they were fun                                            

With a nutty hair do! 

Is today my birthday?                                                                 

I can’t recall, 

Let’s have a party anyway                                       

Because I love a masked ball! 

 All hail, the king! Of bling! 

 Let’s sing! Bells ring!                                                              

Ding ding! 

 I’m the king who brought back partying! 

King Charles II Rap 

Christmas 2022 

King Charles II: 

The Party King 

(1660-1685) 

As a teen, his golden childhood was 

ripped away from him by the Civil 

War. Fight and flight marked these 

years with the execution of his         

beloved father in 1649  shattering his 

world. His twenties were spent           

hopping around continental courts,        

begging favours and finances. On his 

thirtieth birthday in 1660, he left all 

that behind and triumphantly              

returned to London as King. In the 

end, the national experiment with 

republicanism had collapsed and the 

dour days of Cromwell and the 

Commonwealth were swept away by 

his party spirit. 

I’ve got 

the nutty 

hair too!. 

Spaniels I 

adored! 

Cavalier King Charles Spaniel 

King Charles II 
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Scene  2: 

The Queen’s                

Chapel                             

Somerset House 

1640 

Queen Henrietta –Maria’s chapel at Somerset House, Christmas, 1640 by Kate Morton 



 20 

 

 12th Night Xmas Masques            

at the Banqueting Hall, Whitehall 

Ben Johnson’s Masque of Blackness at the Banqueting Hall, Whitehall 1605 by Kate Morton          

My grandparents, King James I and Queen Anne, made 12th night 

masques at the Banqueting Hall in Whitehall a Stuart Christmas 

tradition, but the Puritans condemned their extravagance. 

Circle  1) King James  2)Princes Henry & Charles.               Where is Queen Anne? 

King James I, had Inigo Jones design the Banqueting House in 1622. My father, King 

Charles I and mother, Queen Henrietta-Maria, staged many 12th Night Christmas  

masques here to the fury of the Puritans. It was a symbol of everything they despised. 

Queen Anne of              

Denmark 

King Charles II 

King Charles II 

1605 
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 In 1625, King Charles I married HENRIETTA MARIA, 

a French CATHOLIC.  This angered  a parliament 

of PURITAN (Strict Protestants) MPs. 

  Puritans did not want a French, Catholic, 

Queen, as they thought she would make     

England a Catholic country again.  Some 

even thought she had bewitched the King! 

St George and the dragon 

The Queen’s  a witch! 

That’s not 

fair! 

The fayre’s 

banned! 

 Henrietta Maria had a Catholic chapel built at SOMERSET HOUSE on the Strand. Puritans  

hated the chapel and the may pole that stood outside.  They put a stop to Christmas and Easter fairs 

and festivals. Soon there were no mummers (touring actors), maypoles or Morris men on the Strand.  

The Puritans despised my 

mother’s Catholic beliefs. 

How can 

you tell? 

She has a witch’s nose! 

1625 

However, the Puritans  were furious they could not persuade the King to close the Queen’s chapel. 

The Strand, showing its famous maypole (red dot), opposite Somerset House Thomas Taylor 1720 

Somerset House. Strand, Westminster 
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The King must insist that 

the English and Scots  

worship in the same way. 

Mary Stuart and Prince 

Willem of Orange 

Queen Henrietta-Maria 

The act of power in imprisoning and confining his Majesty's                 
subjects in such manner without any declaration of the cause, 

is against the fundamental laws and liberties of this realm.  

Petition of Right 

1628 

The King cannot 

be above the law. 

 I cannot bare it any                 

longer. I shall shut down my                

rebellious Parliament. 

Parliament 

Dissolved 

1629-1640 

Having no  parliament to 

provide him with money, 

Charles brought in taxes 

like  SHIP TAX, that 

made people very angry. 

1636 

 

1637 Nooooo! This 

means war!  

How can I afford a 

war with the Scots? 

 

Let’s marry our daughter 

Mary to the rich Prince of 

Orange to pay for the war. 

But mum, I’m 

only nine!!!  

King Charles and Queen Henrietta-Maria both knew the Dutch King was very wealthy…….. 

Prince Willem of Nasau was 

heir to the rich Dutch kingdom of the 

HOUSE of  ORANGE. His family 

wealth could help pay for the Scot’s war. 

I’m Orange! 

I know. I’m 15 

 I want the Scots to follow 

my Book of Common 

Prayer. I’m in charge! 

Archbishop of Canterbury, Laud, urged Charles to show he controlled the church.                               

1640 

Charles thought he could win over the Puritans by fighting to defend Protestants in Europe.  He 

forced his aristocrats to loan him money for the war, and if they refused, he put them in prison.  This 

was against MAGNA CARTA. Parliament retaliated with the Petition of Right to make 

Charles uphold these ancient rights.  In 1629 Charles angrily dissolved Parliament.  

William 

Laud               

Archbishop 

of                                  

Canterbury 
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 Christmas at Somerset house 

Mary became the Dutch queen 

and mother of the future King   

William III  of Orange 

 In 1640, the King asked his ‘Chaplain Extraordinaire,’ Crayford rector Dr Thomas Vane, to 

meet their daughter Mary and Prince Willem at Somerset House to prepare them for their future 

Gaudete, Gaudete!                     

Christos est natus 

Ex Maria Virginae,                                   

Gaudete! 

The Queen had a Catholic Capuchin monk, Father Cyprien, who held mass in the Queen’s 

chapel at Somerset house.  He managed to convert Anglican Dr Vane to Catholicism.  Vane was 

called to Parliament to account for his change in religion by M.P. Sir Edward Dering.  

After the wedding of Mary to the Prince of Orange, Vane was found guilty by Dering of ‘Popery’. 

Sir Edward Dering 

Queen Henrietta-Maria 

Dr Vane 

Mary Stuart and Prince 

Willem of Orange 

Father Cyprien 

No you’re not! 

Dr Vane 

 At Christmas 1640, Puritans tried to break into the Queen’s Somerset House chapel to destroy it. 

I’m extraordinary! 

Christmas 1640 by Kate Morton          

 Dr Vane gets on so 

well with Fr Cyprien. 

1640 
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Petition against Dr Vane 
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Petition against Dr Vane 

|To Sir Edward Dering                                                 

St Martin’s Lane    9th January.1640 

 

Proceedings, Principally in the County of Kent, in Connection with the Parliaments 

Called in 1640, and Especially with the Committee of Religion Appointed in that Year  
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Gaudete, gaudete! 

 Christos est natus 

Ex Maria Virginae,                   

Gaudete! 

 

Gaudete, gaudete ! 

Christos est natus 

Ex Maria Virginae,  

Gaudete! 

 

Gaudete, Gaudete! 

 Christos est natus 

Ex Maria Virginae,                   

Gaudete! 

 

Gaudete, Gaudete! 

Christos est natus 

Ex Maria Virginae,                                  

Gaudete! 

Gaudete! 

Somerset house 

Christmas 1640 

(Puritans) 

Call him the betrayer 

Call him Dr. Wrong 

Call him Dr. Vane 

 

Call him the betrayer 

Call him Dr. Wrong 

Call him insane 

 

(Catholics) 

He'd say:  

I know what I want 

And I want it now 

To sing that song,                                                          

cause I'm with Dr.Vane 

I know what I want 

And I want it now 

to sing that song,                                                            

cause I'm with Dr.Vane! 

Dr Vane! Dr Vane! Dr Vane! 

Dr Vane 

Somerset house 

Christmas 1640 

Rejoice, rejoice! Christ is born 
Of the Virgin Mary –Rejoice!  
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Scene  3: 

THE first  

CIVIL WAR 

1642-1646 

King Charles I raises his standard at Nottingham, signalling the start of the English Civil War. Date: 22nd August 1642  
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Major Battles of 

 the First Civil War 

1642 1643 

1644 1645 

However, by 1645, after Naseby, my father’s 

cause was lost.  A year later he was a prisoner. 
The war started well for the Royalists and in 

1643 we even looked like winning. 

The English Civil War was responsible for 250,000 deaths - 10% of the population of 

England at the time. A bigger percentage than any other English War before or since. 
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On 1 Dec 1641, John Pym presented the Grand Remonstrance (grievance list) to 

the King. On 4th JAN 1642, Charles burst into the Commons with 400 soldiers to arrest Five 

MPs and a peer, Edward Montagu, (Earl of Manchester) responsible for it for treason. 

Speaker  William Lenthall refused to reveal the six had escaped by boat to the City. 

John                                                      

Pym 

John 

Hampden                                                      

Denzil 

Holles  

Arthur 

Heselrig 

William 

Strode  

Earl of 

Manchester 

I see all the 

birds are flown! 

 I have neither 

eyes to see nor 

tongue to speak 

in this place . 
Jan 1642 

AUG 1642 

In 1643, as King Charles’ power 

collapsed, Somerset 

House was amongst the first 

royal palaces to be attacked by 

Puritans, who had sided for                

Parliament, (Roundheads) 

against the King (Cavaliers). 

The Queen’s chapel was destroyed, 

the fittings burnt and the altar-

piece by Rubens stabbed with a 

pike and thrown into the Thames.  

 The nation would be divided into ROUNDHEADS 

for Parliaement and CAVALIERS for the King. 

Destruction of Queen Henrietta Maria’s Roman Catholic chapel in 1643.  

1643 

King Charles was forced to recall Parliament. 

 On 22 Aug 1642, Charles I raised his standard 

at Nottingham and began mustering his 

army for a civil war that would last four years. 



 30 

 

Col Edwin Sandys had married Catherine Champneys  of Hall Place Bexley in 1634.  (Her 

great grandfather built Hall Place in 1537).  In August 1642  Sandys was directed by parliament to 

seek out Kentish Royalists and collect arms and plate for the financing and arming of their army. 

Sandys was an iconoclast who destroyed the interiors of Rochester and Canterbury cathedrals. 

26  AUGust 1642                              

Canterbury 

24 AUGust 1642               

Rochester 

‘they discharged against (Christ’s statue) forty shot at the least, triumphing much, when they               

did hit it in the head, or face, as if they were resolved to crucifie him again.’                                  

ReV PASKE Canterbury cathedral 30 Aug 1642 

Meanwhile, Parliament moved to secure Kent. 
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"There met at Moor-Ditch (in London) some parliamentary troopers, every man furnished with           
armour and carbines, and some three hundred or thereabouts of dragooners all under the command 
of Colonel Lamb; these marched all night and Saturday morning and rested not until they came 
to Dartford; when they waited for two or three hours; and after that time were called together by 
sound of trumpet, and then advanced to Cobham Hall, the seat of the Duke of Richmond, when 
it was reported that there was a store of ammunition. Upon their reaching the Hall the lady through 
fear, sent out word the magazine should be given up, and the party thus getting easy possession 
loaded five waggons with the spoil which they sent to London; they also seized three Barbary horses 
valued at £200 each".                           Dartford Friday 19th August 1642 

Another Roundhead rampaging along the Dover road was Colonel Lamb.  He  marched through          
Crayford into Dartford on 19th August 1642 before raiding Cobham Hall near Gravesend. 

1642 
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On a Toad                                                               

One that was walking in a sunshine day,                                           
Seeing an ugly Toad lie in the way,                                              

Fell passionately aweeping; his friend by                                             

Inquired the cause, he sadly made reply:                                        
How that the sight of that loathsome thing                                      

Did to his conscience bring                                                                                        
Of his gratitude to God; that he                                                           

Had never given thanks for the exellency                                                    

Of his creation, being made and framed                                                     
Like his own image, by his breath enflamed                                        

When being in the potter’s hands as clay                                          

Within his power inscrutable it lay                                            
To fashion and bestow on him the feature                                                 

Of that same Toad, e’en the most                       
deformedst creature                                                                                    

Thus basest things heav’n makes instrument                                                                                

To humble those willing to repent 

May hated the radically ‘Other.’   

After Sir Edward Dering found in favour of the        

Dartford  petitioners, Dr Vane was forced to leave     

Crayford. Vanes’ cousin, the Earl of Westmoreland, 

chose Royalist poet, Edward May, as his                  

replacement. Vane fled England to became a             

physician in Paris and converted to Catholicism. He 

wrote a book, "a Lost sheeP returned home,” 

and dedicated it to the King’s Catholic Queen,             

Henrietta-Maria.  When he returned to England he 

was fined £100 by Parliament (later reduced to £10). 
Edward May                                            

Epigrams Divine and Moral (1633)  

William 

1643 

Weldon had been thrown out of the court of James I for  

describing him as the, ‘wisest fool in Christendom.’  He 

was thus very much on Parliament’s side. 

Dr Thomas Vane leaves Crayford 

Henrietta-

Vane flees to 

Paris 

Soon, Dartford’s Holy Trinity church became a parliamentary powder store. 

by Roundhead soldiers 

Dartford’s churchwardens accounts date from 1642.                                    

Holy Trinity church was used as an ammunition depot by                       

Roundhead soldiers 
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1643 saw Kent’s first rebellion against Parliament. Anger had arisen from the high taxes that  people 

were being forced to pay to finance the war against the King and an attempt to force people to sign 

the Scottish Presbyterian Covenant. Crayford blacksmith William Parry raided tax 

collector Thomas Weller’s Tonbridge home. Parry, it seems, was motivated more by plunder than 

the chance to get even with tax collector Weller. Roundhead Colonel Richard Browne soon put 

down the rebellion.  We know that Parry escaped capture. 

Upon Saturday morning early, being in my study, the doore locked to me, suddenly about              
twenty persons, wherof Parry a smith of Crayford, one other smith of Earith and one Smale were 

chiefs with their pistols ready cocked, their swords drawn, matches cocked in their musketts,    
entered my house swearing many oaths they would have me alive or dead; and immediately they 
fell to plundering my house, breaking open chests and trunks and presses, takeing away the 
greatest part of my linen, all my cloathes, the apparell of myself and wife, she being then lame        

a-bed of a broken leg, and thrust my linnen and other things into sacks which they brought with 
them, and laid them upon horses, and rode away with them. I, keeping myself in my study, heard 
[one say to another]     " We have sped well here. Let us go to Hadlow and Peckham, and  plun-
der there, for they are rich rogues, and so we will go away into the woods;" to whom [the other] 

replied, "But we must  plunder none but Roundheads." Parry replied with a great oath, "We will 
make every man a  Roundhead that hath any thing to lose. This is the time we look for." 

William parry: Crayford’s Royalist rebel 

Sat 22nd July 1643    Tonbridge Kent 

 Thomas Weller of Tonbridge,  

Papers Relating to the Proceedings in the County of Kent Ad1642Papers Relating to the Proceedings in the County of Kent Ad1642--Ad1646    Ad1646    National ArchivesNational Archives 

We must plunder none 

but Roundheads! 

We will make every 

man a Roundhead that 

hath any thing to lose! 

Royalist Crayford 

rebel William 

Parry raids Round-

head tax collector 

Thomas Weller’s 

Tonbridge home  

by Kate Morton          

1643 
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Heh Ho Charlie Boy! 

Start of the civil war 1642 

Heave Ho! Heave Ho! Heave Ho! Heave Ho! 

Hey ho! Charlie boy,  

War is coming Charlie boy, 

Cromwell’s coming and he wants your head, 

They want you off the throne. 

Hey ho! Charlie boy,  

War is coming Charlie boy, 

Cromwell’s coming and he wants your head, 

They want you off the throne. 

Heave Ho! Heave Ho! Heave Ho! Heave Ho! 

 

 Who are you are looking at?                                            

Don’t lose your head Charles Stuart! 

You, you Roundhead, WART 

faced scoundrel! 

Why do I have to look at                       

you of all people! 

Statues of Charles I and Oliver Cromwell face each other across the road in Parliament St, Westminster 



 35 

 

Cromwell at Naseby 1645 Abraham Cooper (1787–1868) Cromwell Museum  

Historian Sophie Merrix believes African groomsmen were common in the Civil War. 

John Byron (d.1652), 1st Lord Byron 

William Dobson  Tabley House 

Rise of Cromwell  

The King would not surrender, so Parliament formed the NEW MODEL ARMY to bring victory            

under Thomas Fairfax and Oliver Cromwell at the Battle of Naseby, 1645. 

1645 

A Black Groom attends to Oliver Cromwell  

Thomas Wyck  
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Scene  4: 

Vavasor Powell 

& The Plague 

1646 

 

Four Horses of the Apocalypse 

Disease      War        Famine       Death 

The Book of Revelation (6:1–8)  
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 Thomas Dekker’s Plague illustration 1625 gives some kind of 

an idea of the fear that would have gripped people in London in 1646.  Triumphant Death chases 

Londoners from their city, but country folk, fearful of disease, drive them back.  

A Rod for Run-awayes, by Thomas Dekker, 1625  

As famine and plague spread at the end of the First Civil War, Puritans turned to their Bibles. They  

believed these to be signs of the Four Horses of the Apocalypse  from the Bible’s 

Book of Revelations.  For some, this was evidence that the World was about to end. 

A 

B C 

D 

E 

 which parts best fits the descriptions  below?  

1 Dekker shows that the plague is a result of the wrath of God.  

2 Dekker created a figure to represent death.  

3 Dekker highlighted that many of the dead remained unburied.  

4 Dekker shows that healthy Londoners attempt to flee.  

5 Dekker shows the suburban people reacting to Death’s, “I follow.”  

Civil War Apocalypse  
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Powell began preaching in 1640 and was arrested many times because of his nonconformist views.  
He replaced Dartford’s former rector, John Denne, who had been removed  like Vane by Parliament.   

Powell and the Plague  

Vavasor Powell was a fiery, Welsh, Puritan, who became rector of Holy Trinity, Dartford. When 
plague broke out, in the winter of 1645-46, he saw it as a sign that the World was coming to an end. 

Plague Doctor 

Vavasor                             

Powell                          

Powell later became a 

Fifth Monarchist. They 

believed  that the fall of the 

fifth kingdom *(Charles I 

and England) would be 

followed by the rule of 

"King Jesus" and his saints.  

*Four previous were Assyrian, Persian, 

Greek and Roman)  

The Plague shows me that the World is coming to an 

end.  I have decided to ride to Oxford to defeat the King. 

Vavasor leaves Holy Trinity church, Dartford to go to Oxford to fight the King, 1646,  Kate Morton          

1646 

 ‘When he had resided at Dartford about two years and a half, the plague broke out violently in 
the town , many houses were shut up , and the dead bodies carried out by his chamber wall and                
windows, yet he did not discontinue his labours , but preached constantly three times a week ;and 
though some of them that had the sickness upon them came publicly to hear, yet both he and his 

family were preserved from the contagion!’  The Histories and Antiquities of Dartford The Histories and Antiquities of Dartford  

‘The God of heaven will set up a king-
dom, which shall never be  destroyed:’ 
Daniel 2:44–45,  
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Parish records show that Powell did not abandon the parish in 1644. As the numbers of victims 
grew, he realised that many paupers could not afford a coffin and were being sewn up and buried in 

canvas bags, known as 'socking. ‘ Powell, who was a Leveller committed to equality, organised a                      
reusable public coffin to carry Dartford’s paupers to the grave and allow them a little respect. 

Plague comes to Crayford and Dartford 

‘Pade to John the giner (joiner), for a coffin to stand 
bye , to carye poure peple to the grave 55. od .’                               
               Dartford  Church Wardens Accounts 164411644644 

‘’A seriousness pervades the whole town, and there is daily service in the 
church and many persons having thes sickness upon them attend...yet amidst 
this danger, and while many of the bodies dying of infection are carried by the 
vicar’s window, he is mercifully preserved .’                                                                                   

Powell and the Plague  



 40 

 

It starts with a little flea                                     

that jumps upon a rat, 

It bites the rat and gives it germs                         

and for the rat that’s that. 

Then the flea, it looks for somewhere 

else to find its food, 

It hops on you and me,                                         

and starts to suck our blood. 

 

First you feel a little poorly                             

and then you start to swell, 

Then you start to spit some blood and 

then you really smell, 

Then you know it’s time                                           

to ring your funeral bell, 

Along comes Vavasor                                  

to save your soul from Hell. 

 

Plague kills little children                                    

even more than mums or dads, 

A priest said it’s because                                        

the wicked kids have acted bad. 

Half the people in the city                                     

are simply blown away, 

So for Vavasor these will be                                       

really busy days. 

Vavasor’s PLAGUE SONG-                                        

Vavasor Powell believes it’s the end of the world 

First you feel a little poorly                                      

and then you start to swell, 

Then you start to spit some blood and 

then you really smell, 

Then you know it’s time                                            

to ring your funeral bell, 

Along comes Vavasor                                       

to save your soul from Hell. 

 

Vavasor can help you                                               

if you have no cash, 

You can use his coffin                                     

that’s really quite a smash, 

A re-useable beauty                                                 

that he uses every day, 

Place your faith in Vavasor                                 

and then you’ll be okay. 

 

First you feel a little poorly                                    

and then you start to swell, 

Then you start to spit some blood and 

then you really smell, 

Then you know it’s time                                             

to ring your funeral bell, 

Along comes Vavasor                                            

to save your soul from Hell!! 
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What are the similarities between 1646 and 2021? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

1646 

1646 

2021 

What are the differences between 1646 and 2021? 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

Vavasor Powell did not know what caused the plague and believed it was a punishment from God, 

that signalled the end of the world.  The plague created the same panic that Covid 19 did.         

What are the similarities and differences between 1646 and 2020-21? 

2021 

Covid versus the Plague  
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1. Social Distancing  For both 2020 and 1646, social distancing worked against             

disease. In 1646, they also sought to restrict movement, with guards outside infected homes.  

2. Cleanliness   During the Covid pandemic ,one of the most important messages was to 

wash hands carefully. In 1646, Night Soil men removed refuse and human waste from streets. 

3. Cures  In 2021, vaccines were introduced against Covid.  In 1646, people carried                        

pomanders, as they believed that bad smells caused disease.  Plague doctors prescribed hot 

drinks, smoking a pipe, leeches to bleed the victims, laxatives and coating victims in mercury 

and baking them in the oven.  None of these worked and only made death more likely. 

4. personal protective equipment (PPE) Masks had to be worn by law during 

the Covid outbreak. Likewise, PPE was a concern in 1646. Plague doctors wore an ankle-length 

overcoat and a bird-like beak mask, often filled with strong-smelling substances (commonly        

lavender), along with gloves, boots, a wide-brimmed hat, and an outer garment.  

5. Education  Covid 19 led to  home schooling on the internet, whereas the schools of 

1644 were simply shut until the danger had passed. 

6. Disruption Of Trade And Business  Covid restrictions hit trade and brought 

unemployment and underemployment. This happened too in 1646.  Traders boiled the coins 

they received to avoid the plague. In 2020, we used contactless debit cards/online payments.  

7. Access To Food   In 1646, there were also problems with distribution. Food was still  

being produced in the countryside, but as the urban markets were unsafe due to infection, they 

collapsed and famine started to bite for the survivors in the town. 

8. Inequality  Plague and Covid victims were disproportionately poor. The rich in both 

eras could flee to country mansions, whereas the poor had no alternative place to go. 

9. Dealing With The Dead  Traditional methods of burial during the plague of 1646 

proved inadequate, so emergency measures were needed-like Vavasor Powell’s communal   

coffin. In 2020, temporary morgues were set up to assist hospitals cope with Covid deaths. 

Covid vs the Plague  

In the summer of 1646, the plague ravaged London.  The English Civil War 

spread right across the UK and spread disease with it. In 2020, we faced            

another terrible outbreak of disease, Covid 19. There are similarities, but also 

massive differences, in in how the plague was handled in 1646 and how we 

dealt with Covid 19 in 2020.  Here are some comparisons: 
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Scene  5: 

THE Plum  

Pudding Riots  

Christmas Day 

1647  

The Plum Pudding Riots, Canterbury, Kent,  Christmas Day, 16547  by Kate MNorton 
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After the Battle of Naseby in 1645, the               

Royalist cause was lost.  King Charles was 

besieged at Oxford by Cromwell’s men, but 

escaped to try and get the Scots to help him. 

Charles I Captured 1646   

John Taylor                                                     

The Siege of Oxford’ by Jan Wyck (Museum of Oxford)  

We sold him to the Roundheads for £400,000 

By whose commission do                     

you take me prisoner? 

This is my commission! It’s behind me. 

(Joyce’s New Model Army soldiers) 

Parliament held Charles at Holdenby House , Northants, until Cornet George 

Joyce took him by force on 3 June 1646 in the name of the Roundhead New Model        

Army. These soldiers wanted greater freedoms than Parliament was prepared to grant. They took 

Charles to Hampton Court and went to Putney to decide what to do. Col. Thomas 

Rainsborough argued there with Henry Ireton, about who would be allowed to vote.   

The poorest he that is in England 

hath a life to live as the greatest he! 

Only men owning 

property should vote. 

Ireton 

Nov 11 

1647 

Putney 

Oct 1647 

rAINSBOROUGH 

Hampton Court Palace 
The Isle of Wight 

 As the Putney debates ended, I 

escaped from Hampton Court 

and fled to the Isle of Wight. 

Illustrations by Clare Melinsky,   

Charles I 

1646 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holdenby_House
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Joyce
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Joyce
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Xmas 1647 is cancelled!   

The Roundhead Parliamentarians were now in total control and started imposing their beliefs on           

everybody.  They now made sure that everybody followed their Christmas Ordinance of 1644. 

Singing carols is against the 

law.  You are all under arrest! 

A small minority stopped ordinary people having fun. 

Christmas celebrations are  forbidden! 

“Thus are the merry lords of          

misrule suppressed by the mad 

lords of bad rule at Westminster”.   

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

John Taylor stood up for the majority of English people who wanted to celebrate Christmas.                           

.   Do you think it is always Parliament’s job to reflect the views of the majority of the people? 

Father 

Christmas 

Xmas 1647 
‘Blue  Dick’ Culmer 

 John Taylor used Father Christmas to defend the right of ordinary people to  celebrate Christmas. 

John  

Taylor 

the 

Water 

Poet 

Churches closed and shops 

opened on Xmas Day! The 

World’s turn’d upside down! 
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 The Still born nativitie 

  Rev. Nicholas Bernard was rector of St Margaret’s church, Westminster. As the church 

closest to Parliament, he was expected to follow the Puritan, Christmas Ordinance of June, 1644. 

Rev Bernard step down 

from your pulpit and 

hand me your sermon! 

Nicholas                                  

Bernard 

Round heads 

Pull down the 

holly and ivy 

and burn it! 

All shops and markets had to stay open and many churches were 

locked to prevent them holding a Christmas service. However, on 

Xmas Day, 1647, Rev Nicholas  Bernard of St          

Margaret’s church, Westminster, decked his church in holly 

to defy parliament, and was arrested as he was about to preach his  

sermon: ‘The Still Born Nativitie.’ He was dragged 

from the church, tried and then sent to the Fleet Prison.  From 

prison he defied Parliament by publishing his Christmas sermon. 

 I do not know what State        

arguments there may be to 

prove that holly & ivy are             

superstitions. But I know when 

these items are burnt on the fires 

to keep men of greed and excess 

warm, others like you and I will 

be forced to be cold both in 

need and want.  

St Margaret’s Xmas 1647 by Kate Morton          

1647 
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Parishioners  

 

Deck the hall with                          

boughs of holly, 

     Fa la la la la, la la la la! 

'Tis the season to be jolly, 

    Fa la la la la, la la la la! 

 

Fill St Margaret’s                               

with good people, 

    Fa la la, la la, la la la, 

Who can sing                                         

a Christmas carol, 

    Fa la la la la, la la la la! 

 

Parliament will try to ban us 

Fa la la la la, la la la la! 

They can try                                            

but nowt will stop us, 

Fa la la la la, la la la la! 

Deck the Halls 

Parliament has Nicholas Bernard arrested at                      

St Margaret’s church, Westminster, 25 December, 1647. 

Puritans 

 

Christmas Day is                               

banned by order, 

     Fa la la la la, la la la la! 

'Tis the law we’ll reinforcer, 

    Fa la la la la, la la la la! 

 

If you sing a                                    

Christmas carol,                                          

    Fa la la, la la, la la la! 

You will see                                     

our musket barrels, 

    Fa la la la la, la la la la! 

 

Parliament has                                

cancelled Christmas, 

Fa la la la la, la la la la! 

You are ordered to assist us, 

Fa la la la la, la la la la! 
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 The Plum Pudding Riots 

For God, King 

Charles and Kent! 

Bridge                                     

Culmer                                                                         

People all over England came out onto the streets to save Christmas.  The biggest protest took place  

in Canterbury, Kent, where Richard 'Blue Dick' Culmer, worked with the Puritan Mayor, 

William Bridge, to insist that every church closed on Christmas Day, but every shop opened.   

Oi! Football is banned! 
Conquest! 

Richard ‘Blue Dick’ Culmer and Mayor 

William Bridge threatened shop keepers with the 

stocks, if they disobeyed the order to open on Christmas Day. 

This led to a crowd pushing Bridge into a muddy gutter.  

Bridge then ordered the crowd to disperse.  However,             

someone inflated two pig bladders and a huge game of              

football broke out involving almost the entire town.  

The players shouted "Conquest!" and they were watched by 

townsfolk, who put up holly above their doors to show their 

support.  For the rest of the day, Canterbury folk danced and 

sang carols, as they had in years before the war. Mayor Bridge 

and the raging ‘Blue Dick’ Culmer swore revenge and called in 

Puritan, Sir Antony Weldon, to punish the rebels. 

           Canterbury Xmas Day 1647 

Plum Pudding Riots Xmas 1647 by Kate Morton          

1647 
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 1.If you listen now we’ll sing you all           

a song, a song, 

Of Sabbatarians trying to do                                   

us wrong, us wrong! 

They took the Maypole from the Strand, 

The Summer Ales have all been banned, 

But we’ll all sing, all sing, 

They’ll never stop Christmas time! 

  

2. A Civil war and Mummers run             

from town, from town, 

A Civil war and Mummers run                      

from town, from town, 

When the taxman comes                                       

we’ll give him rocks, 

I’ll hide my money in my socks, 

And we’ll all sing, all sing, 

They’ll never stop Christmas time! 

  

3. On Xmas day St Margaret’s was               

shut down, shut down 

And Nicky Bernard’s holly was                   

pulled down, pulled down 

They locked him up inside the Fleet 

And caused a riot in the street 

And we all sang, all sang 

They’ll never stop Christmas time!  

They’ll Never Stop Christmas Time! 

4. They want to hang us high                                 

for kicking a ball, a ball. 

They want to hang us high                            

for kicking a ball, a ball! 

It’s blasphemy old Olly said, 

If we’re short of a ball we’ll use his head! 

And we’ll all sing, all sing, 

They’ll never stop Christmas time! 

  

5. The poor man and the rich man                

are the same, the same! 

The poor man and the rich man                        

are the same, the same! 

We both have hands, we both have feet, 

We need to laugh and we need to eat 

So we’ll all sing, all sing 

They’ll never stop Christmas time! 

  

6. If it’s good for the King,                                 

it’s good enough for me, for me, 

If it’s good for the King,                         

it’s good enough for me, for me! 

Just once a year to stuff my face 

So pile the pudding on my plate, 

And we’ll all sing, all sing 

They’ll never stop Christmas time! 

Lyrics Daniel/ Burke 
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1) Tip Cat! 

We all love to play Tip Cat! 

It’s so exceptional! 

Close friends like to play at "T.C.," 

As it’s a trad-it-ion you see! 

2) Tip Cat! 

The indisputable favourite of our gang. 

But the mayor, flipped his lid at our 

championship, 

And that’s put a stop, 

To Tip-Cat! 

 

Strand Tip Cat Riots 

Sunday, 9th April, 1648 

3) But, he's the mayor,                                        

not the king, 

Not above everything, 

And we won’t                                                       

let him stop, Tip-Cat! 

The Plum Pudding Riots led to a Puritan crackdown after Christmas.  The Lord Mayor of London, 

John Barkstead, sent soldiers to stop children playing Tip-Cat on the Sabbath.  A crowd 

overpowered the soldiers and three thousand marched along the Strand calling for the return of 

the King, but were stopped by Cromwell and his cavalry before they could reach Whitehall. 

The rioters later raided Mayor Barkstead’s home. Barkstead would be one of the  Regicides who 

condemned King Charles I to death and would later be executed by King Charles II. 

John                  

Barkstead               

Oliver                 

Cromwell              

1648 

Tip Cat 



 51 

 

 

         

 

Scene  6: 

A World Turned 

Upside down:1648  

 John             

Lilburne                            

the            

Tower 

1648 

An Agreement of 

the People 1648                                                                              

Charles I                  

Isle Of 

Wight 

1648                                                                             

Thus having overpast this soule disaster, 

I went to see my suffring Soveraigne Master: 

Which sight to me was all my Earthly blisse, 

He gave me straight his Royall hand to kisse, 

Which grac’d me much in all the publique sights 

Of Commons, Gentles, and brave Lords and Knights. 

Prisoners 

John Taylor                                

                       Tailors travels from London to the Isle of VVight, vvith his returne, and occasion of his iourney  
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4 

May 1648 

We need to make an                

example of these                                  

delinquents. Hang them! 

IGNORAMUS 

Saved by                  

Magna Carta 

Plum Pudding Aftermath    

Sir Anthony Weldon 

Carisbrook 

castle IOW 

No man should 

be punished or 

persecuted... for 

preaching or  

publishing his 

opinion on               

religion.  

When Adam delved and Eve span,          

Who then were the gentleman? 

1381 1648 

Every free man of 

England, poor as 

well as rich, 

should have a 

vote in choosing 

those that are to 

make the law.  

‘Freeborn John’ Lilburne had fought for Parliament in the Civil War, but felt that they 

were now as tyrannical as the King. He was imprisoned in the Tower for his Leveller beliefs. 

The Levellers 

The 

World 

turned  

upside 

down 

Lilburne’s ideas matched those of the Peasant’s Revolt of 1381.  However, most people did not want 

more change. In May, 1648, the Kent rebels marched on Westminster demanding peace with the King. 

The Peasant’s revolt 

Whilst Charles I remained a prisoner of Parliament in 1648, the Canterbury Xmas rioters were put on 

trial, facing execution.  They were saved by their jury’s verdict: ‘IGNORAMUS’-we don’t know! 

Kent petitioners march back through Crayford 1648 by Kate Morton          

Swanscombe 
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 The Levellers in Dartford 

  ‘Freeborn John’ lilburne and John Wildman were both Levellers, who believed 

in equality.  In 1648, they began seeking mass support for the Agreement of the People. 

An Agreement of the People:                                                     

Dartford Sunday 23rd January 1648 

• The right to vote for all men over the age of 21 (excepting servants, beggars and Royalists). 

• Annual elections to Parliament with MPs serving one term only. 

• No army officer, treasurer or lawyer could be an MP (to prevent conflict of interest). 

• Equality of all persons before the law. 

• Trials should be heard before 12 jurymen, freely chosen by their community. 

• The law should proceed in English and cases should not extend longer than six months. 

• No-one could be punished for refusing to testify against themselves in criminal cases. 

• The death penalty to be applied only in cases of murder. 

• Abolition of imprisonment for debt. 

• Tithes should be abolished and parishioners have the right to choose their ministers. 

• Taxation in proportion to real or personal property. 

• Abolition of military conscription, monopolies and excise taxes. 

 Lilburne had been a Roundhead colonel. He wanted to see the sacrifice of his fellow soldiers                 

rewarded, with every man allowed to vote in elections, now that the King had lost the First Civil War. 

Wildman 

People of Dartford, one day, all men of the age of one and twenty 

years and upwards shall have their votes. * 

Lilburne 

*Lilburne’s dream was achieved in 1918-270 years or 98,550 days later! 

1648 
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An Agreement of the People 1648 

‘Worthy Gentlemen, and dear Friends, Our bowels are troubled, and our hearts 
pained within us, to behold the Divisions, Distractions, heart-burnings, and con-
tentions which abound in this distressed Nation,…... 

We invite you to meet at Dartford, the 23. of this present January, being Lords 
day, and we shall conferre with you about the Matters that concerne your Peace, 
and common good and Freedome.’ 

‘The people’s sovereign rights were only loaned to Parliament, which should be 
elected on a wide popular franchise…’ 

That the Supreme Authority of England and the Territories therewith incorporate, 
shall be and reside henceforward in a Representative of the people consisting of 
four hundred persons, but no more; in the choice of whom (according to naturall 
right) all men of the age of one and twenty yeers and upwards (not being servants, 
or receiving alms, or having served with the late King in Arms or voluntary Contri-
butions), shall have their voices…’ 

The relation of Master and Servant has no ground in the New Testament; in Christ 
there is neither bond nor free… The common people have been kept  under  
blindness and ignorance, and have remained servants and slaves to the nobility and 
gentry…’ Freeborn John’ 

An Agreement of the People 

Journals of the House of Commons - Volume 5 - Page 438 1646 

https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=6zlIAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA438&dq=lilburne+dartford+1647&hl=en&newbks=1&newbks_redir=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjuzaX4gaj4AhUOXMAKHRmIBrYQ6AF6BAgDEAI
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The Levellers stomp 1648 

John Lilburne & the Agreement of the people 

They'll bury us down                                               

further in the ground 

 Than we ever dug down for a living, 

Seven years of fighting                                            

for the dead man's shilling!  

(repeat x 2) 

 

Army vets, and Levellers                               

came on Lilburne's call, 

 Working lads, just honest men,                                     

petitioning for us all. 

We gather here, all English men, 

A vote we haven’t got, 

'Cause ‘Free-born John’ is in the Tower 

And tomorrow we'll be shot! 

 

They'll bury us down                                             

further in the ground, 

 Than we ever dug down for a living, 

 Seven years of fighting                                         

for the dead man's shilling. 

 They'll bury us down                                              

further in the ground, 

 Than we ever dug down for a living, 

 Seven years of fighting                                           

John                          

Wildman 

1651 

Return to Anglo-Saxon laws 

Col. ‘Freeborn 

John’ Lilburne 

1066 

Colonel John Lilburne believed that 

the blood spilt by ordinary men in the war had to bring 

about a fairer more equal society, where everybody 

would have a say in how their country was run. He 

coined the term ’Freeborn rights ’  defining 

them as rights with which every human being is born, as 

opposed to rights bestowed by government law. 

John Wildman, wanted the monarchy and 

the House of Lords abolished, and manhood suffrage-

votes for all men over 21                      

Lilburne felt that both Charles I and Parliament had         

inflicted tyranny through their laws on the English people. 

Lilburne carried Edward the                 

Confessor’s flag because he felt that 

the ancient freedoms of England had 

been undermined by the Norman 

Conquest.  He wanted to cast off the 

‘Norman Yoke’  

1640 

Lilburne wanted a return to the democratic laws that             

existed before the Norman Conquest under King Edward. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freeborn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_right
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The Levellers wanted to see                                                  

The World Turned Upside Down 

Who did that put at the top of 

the hierarchy? 

? 

How did this effect the hierarchy?            

Use arrows to show 

                           

More 

Power 

                         

Less 

Power 

                            

No 

Change 

By 1648, King Charles I was a prisoner of Parliament.  The man who had once sat at the 

top of the English hierarchy was left powerless, but what other changes did war bring? 

The levellers wanted to turn the world upside down?             

What did they mean? 

 The Levellers 1648 
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Scene  7: 

the Vindication 

of Christmas 

Restoration 

"These ravens must go!" Charles said. "But, Sire, it is very unlucky to kill a raven," replied his astronomer Flamsteed, 
"If you do that the Tower will fall and you will lose your kingdom, having only just got it back!" Charles, being a 
pragmatist, thought for a moment and said: "The Observatory must go to Greenwich and we must always keep at 

least six ravens in the Tower to make sure that the monarchy will never fall again in England."  

 

The Ravens must go! 

You will lose 

your kingdom! 

John                     

Flamstead            

The King’s speech is 

about to begin, so 

John Taylor and 

the Party King 

must finish their 

story quickly. 
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 Final defeat and Execution  

After the Kent petitioners failed to reach Westminster, Civil War broke out again with the people of 

Kent and Essex rising up in support of the King. However, the New Model Army destroyed the 

Royalist armies at Maidstone and Colchester, and a Royalist, Scots, army at Preston. 

None shall pass! 
Fairfax 

My father lost a 2nd 

Civil War in 1648 

Cromwell              

1648 

On December 6th 1648, nearly a year after the Plum Pudding Riots, the army under Oliver 

Cromwell seized control of Parliament and put King Charles on trial at Westminster 

Hall for treason.  On January 30th 1649, Charles was beheaded outside the Banqueting 

Hall, where he and Queen Henrietta-Maria had held so many Christmas 12th Night celebrations. 

January 30th 1649 

“I GO FROM A  CORRUPTIBLE TO AN INCORRUPTIBLE 

CROWN; WHERE NO DISTURBANCE CAN BE,                     

NO DISTURBANCE IN THE WORLD.” 

Preston 

Colchester 
King-

Charles 

II 

The Banqueting Hall, Whitehall 
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Water Poet John Taylor died before Charles II was restored to the throne in 1660. He was met by the 

cavalry of the New Model Army, his old enemies, on Dartford Heath and escorted through Crayford 

on his way to London. Christmas was saved and it was hoped would Nevermore be banned.  

Charles II led a Scottish army to defeat at Worcester in 1651 and had to hide in an oak tree to escape                       

-as the pub sign shows. Parliament then ruled and Xmas was banned until the Restoration in 1660. 

Charles II triumphant entrance into London 

 The Restoration 1660 

In 1651, King Charles II tried unsuccessfully to win back his crown, but famously had to escape the 

Roundheads by hiding in an oak tree.  He fled abroad as the Puritans took control and cancelled 

Xmas.  Despite this John Taylor, with a little help from Father Christmas, refused to give up.  

He wrote, ‘The Vindication of Christmas’ (1652) to keep alive the spirit of Christmas. 

The Spirit of Christmas will never die! 

Ho Ho Ho!          

indeed. This should 

teach the rascal! They’ll never stop Christmas time! 

King Charles II 

Charles II is greeted by Crayford maypole dancers on his return to London in May 1660 by Kate Morton 

1660 
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  The Age of Enlightenment  

 

                                                                                                                              

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

The discovery of witches: by Matthew Hopkins Witch-finder, E.388.(2) © The British Library  

It starts with a little flea that jumps upon a rat! 

Robert Hooke              

Sir Isaac Newton              Science challenged old superstitions.  The age of magic was over. 

Roert Hooke, Micrographia: The Flea  Wellcome  

  & The Decline of magic 

During Charles II’s reign... 
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You’ve got to hold us here 

Until the end of all time, 

Or for future kings 

This is the end of the line, 

Your foes will hit you and hurt you, 

So you must attack, 

There’s only one way to beat them 

GET YOUR RAVENS BACK! 

Return us if you can, 

‘Cause we’re your greatest fans, 

And what you’re looking at 

Is our master plan, 

We ain’t no hooligans, 

This ain’t no sad bird-song, 

Six Ravens in the Tower, 

Charles you can’t go wrong! 

Keep us to save England (En-ger-land)! 

Come sing now our song! 

Keep us to save England (En-ger-land)! 

Six Tower ravens  here one by one!                               

[Repeat: x 4] 

Tower Raven Rap  

‘(John Barnes Rap) 

Some say the continued              
presence of the ravens at the 
Tower of London is due to 

Charles II. The Royal               
Observatory was housed in 

the White Tower, but            
observations were hampered 
by the Tower’s ravens. King 

Charles II ordered the           
destruction of the ravens  
only for his astronomer 

John Flamsteed to 
change his mind. He warned 
the king that disaster would  
befall the kingdom, if the   

ravens left the Tower. Hence 
Charles decreed that at least 
six ravens should remain at 
the Tower at all times. The 

story is most likely a                       
Victorian flight of fancy, but 

the legend remains alive.  



 62 

 

1) We wish you a merry Christmas 

We wish you a merry Christmas 

We wish you a merry Christmas 

And a happy New Year 

We wish you a          

merry Christmas 

1660 Restoration 

2) The monarchy’s back,                                          

The Puritans gone 

Though everything’s better 

Some things still go wrong! 

3) Good tidings we bring to you and your kin 

We wish a merry Christmas  and a happy New Year! 

God save the King 

God save our gracious King, 

Long live our noble King, 

God save the King! 

Send him victorious, 

Happy and glorious, 

Long to reign over us, 

God save the King!  

I II III 

Great seal of Charles II 1662 
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St Edward’s Crown  

1625-1649 

In 1671, the 
mysterious                         

‘Colonel 
Blood’ stole 
the crown 

jewels 
 

III II I 

1660-1685 2022- 

Charles 

The Sovereign’s 

Sceptre  

It was made for the coronation of 
Charles II after the previous 

crown was melted down in 1649. 

The Soveeign’s 

Orb  

It was made for Charles 
II’s coronation in 1661. 

and represents                     
Christianity in the 

world.  It is put on the 
altar before being 

placed in the 
monarch’s right hand 

at the end of the               
coronation. 

Coronation 

Chair  

King Edward I had it made in 
1300 to contain the Scots’  

Stone of Scone he stole in 1296. 
All crowned monarchs have sat 

in this chair except Mary II .   

It was made for Charles II 
( 1661) but was altered in 
1820 and  1910, with the     

Cullinan added for Edward VII. 

Annointing Spoon  

Only survivor from the Civil War 

. 

https://www.westminster-abbey.org/abbey-commemorations/royals/edward-i-and-eleanor-of-castile

