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Introduction
July 8th 2014 marks the tercentenary of the Longitude Act (1714) that established a prize
for whoever could identify an accurate method for sailors to calculate their longitude.
Crayford Town Archive thus have a wonderful opportunity to tell the story of Sir Cloudesley
Shovell, Lord of the Manor of Crayford and Rear Admiral of England, whose death aboard
his flagship Association in 1707 instigated this act.
Shovell, of humble birth, entered the navy as a boy (1662) and came to national prominence
in the wars against the Barbary pirates. Detested by Pepys, hated by James II, Shovell
became the finest seaman of Queen Anne’s age. In 1695 he moved to Crayford after
becoming the local M.P. and used his wealth to save our ancient church, St.Paulinus. The
consequences of his tragic death have had a profound effect on this country.

Sir Cloudesley Shovell in the Association with the Eagle, Rumney and
the Firebrand, Lost on the Rocks of Scilly, October 22, 1707.
RMG PAH 0710

John Harrison’s marine
chronometer, a British solution
to the ancient quest for
Longitude, helped to give this
country control of the seas and
could be said to have played a
major role in establishing the
British Empire. That’s quite a
significant consequence of the
death of Crayford’s Admiral and
one we want more Crayfordians
to be aware of!
Dennis Jarrett
Crayford Town Archives
July 2014

SHOVELL
AND
THE LONGITUDE

A Forgotten Hero

S

ir Cloudesley Shovell was once one of the most famous
men in the country, but if you mention his name
now the chances are he’s probably the most famous man
that you’ve never heard of! The countless portraits and
engravings of him testify his fame but, the admiral whose
death helped to shape the modern world, is known to few
people today.

RMG PAD 4581 Bernard engraving of Shovell

RMG BHC 3025. Artist Michael Dahl

Rochester Guildhall

RMG BHC 3026. Artist Michael Dahl

RMG PW3694
Leicester Arts and Museum Service

Peter Daniel
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n his day, Shovell was as famous as Lord
Nelson and not just in Britain. His reputation
spread far and wide so that German engravers
sold books that told of his exploits, and even
Dutchmen enjoyed posing in fancy dress as their
once deadly enemy. However, today if you google
his name you will find out more about a heavy
metal band that adopted his memorable name,
than you will of one of the most famous English
admirals that ever took to sea.

Above: Dutch student dressed as Shovell for the
Leiden Masquerade 1905. CTA

Left: Rear-Admiral Horatio Nelson, 1758-1805
Lemuel Francis Abbott RMG BHC 2889

Left: Don’t Hear it, Fear
it album cover for heavy
metal band Admiral Sir
Cloudesley Shovell
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Above: 18th century German engraving of Sir
Cloudesley Shovell. CTA

H

ow have we come to forget the man with the unforgettable name? This is
the man that Queen Anne insisted should be honoured with a burial fit for
a king in Westminster Abbey. How can someone with such a grand memorial
just disappear?
Perhaps the memorial itself has the answer. Just sixteen years after Shovell’s
death in 1707, John Dart would describe his tomb as offensive and condemn
how little it said about the man it was supposed to remember.

In the south choir aisle of Westminster
Abbey is a large marble monument
(approximately 20 feet high) to the once
famous Admiral Sir Cloudesley Shovell.
It was created by the sculptor Grinling
Gibbons by order of Queen Anne.
The inscription reads:

“Sir Cloudesley Shovell Knt Admirall
of Great Britain and Admirall
and Commander in Chief of the
Fleet: the just rewards of his long
and faithful services. He was
deservedly beloved of his Country
and esteem’d, tho’ dreaded, by the
enemy who had often experienced
his conduct and courage. Being
shipwreckt on the rocks of Scylly
in his voyage from Thoulon the
22nd Ocotober 1707, at night, in
the 57th year of his age his fate
was lamented by all expeically the
sea faring part of the Nation to
whom he was a generous patron
and a worthy example. His body
was flung on the shoar and buried
with others in the sands; but being
soon taken up was pla’d under
this monument which his Royall
mistress has caus’d to be erected
to commemorate his steady loyalty
and extraordinary virtues”.
Picture courtesy of
Westminster Abbey Muniment Archive

Rather oddly, Shovell is depicted reclinging on a
couch dressed in Roman armour wearing a large
wig, At the base of the monument is a relief of the
shipwreck. At the tip of the monument a winged boy
holds his shield of arms, granted to him in 1692, in
commemoration of his victories over the Turks and
French.
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The Westmonasterium is a rare 18th century
volume containing a comprehensive survey
of over one hundred tombs and monuments
in Westminster Abbey. Dart describes Sir
Cloudesley Shovell’s monument as having often
given him ‘great offence’ and that ‘instead
of the brave rough English Admiral ... he is
represented on his tomb by the figure of a
Beau, reposing himself against velvet cushions’.
His opinion was shared by many others during
the period who thought many of the sculptures
in England’s most popular centre of Christian
worship were inappropriate.

John Dart’s Westmonasterium or, the History
and Antiquities of the Abbey Church of St
Peter’s Westminster (London, 1723)
Westminster Abbey Muniments Collection
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T

he story of how he died, depicted on
the base of his memorial, would ensure
that he would be forever associated with
disaster rather than celebrated as a national
hero who rose from the lowest to nearly
the highest position in the navy through
his own merits. Worse still, in later years
the myths associated with this tragedy
would blacken his name for posterity.

Sir Cloudesley Shovell. RMG BHC 302

Westminster Abbey Muniment Archive

John Dart believed that the scene of the wreck of Association on Shovell’s memorial (above) ensured that he
would only ever be remembered for all the wrong reasons:
‘For instead of celebrating the many remarkable actions he had perform’d in the service of his country, it acquaints
us only with the manner of his death, in which it was impossible for him to reap any honour.’
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The film Longitude (1999),based on Dava Sobel’s book
of the same name, popularised myths about Shovell
that have left us with a false impression of him as a
cruel and ignorant commander.
The Wreck of Association Look and Learn Archive
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S

hovell may not have exactly been written out of history, however he was certainly
painted out of it! When Irishman Owen McSwiny had the great Italian artists
Sebastiano and Marco Ricci paint a grand tribute to the most famous sailor of his day,
not only did they get his coat of arms wrong, they forgot to put Shovell in the picture
altogether!

Shortly before 1722,
Owen McSwiny (above),
a bankrupt Irishman
came up with the idea of
commemorating recently
deceased British monarchs
and aristocrats, hoping that
their wealthy heirs might
purchase the works and
allow him to pay off his
large debts he had run up
whilst running Drury Lane
Theatre in Covent Garden.
Ricci’s version
of Shovell’s
coat of arms
was wrong.
Compare it
to the correct
version from
Rochester
Guildhall
below.

Memorial to Admiral Sir Cloudesley Shovell 1725

Sebastian Ricci and Marco Ricci, National Gallery of Art, Washington

Shovell’s memorial was one of MsSwiny’s “Tombs” These were allegories-symbolic paintings of recent British history.
The problem was that no one, not even the artists who painted them, ever had a clear notion of what the pictures
represented. The painting above is a perfect example. The admiral himself does not appear, nor does the shield in the
right foreground bear his exact coat-of-arms. Only the fountain hints at the maritime theme with its ancient ships’
prows and rudders, statues of tritons riding dolphins, and a carved image of Neptune, god of the sea.
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I

n these circumstances its hardly surprising that he has been neglected by the town
he once called home. From 1695 until he died in 1707 this was May Place. He was
Crayford’s Lord of the Manor, but the chances are if you stopped someone in the town
and asked them who they thought was the most famous person that had ever lived
here his name wouldn’t be mentioned.

May Place, 1828. Epitome of the History of Kent. CTA

The May Place Estate
The May Place estate lay to the north of St Paulinus Church, Crayford. Before the 1939-1945 War the mansion
above built in a Jacobean style stood here, its grounds adjoining those of the Crayford Manor House. The Golf Club
used what was left of the original building, which suffered from enemy action in that war. Beneath it are still older
foundations and cellars. May Place was probably constructed originally for the Apylton family. Roger Appleton (or
Apylton) was one of the auditors to Kings Henry V and VI and their Queens, and to the Principality of Wales and the
Duchy of Cornwall.
The Appletons were followed at May Place by the Draper family who came from Erith. The estate was purchased by
Sir Cloudesley Shovell who lived there until his death in 1707. Lady Shovell lived on at May Place until 1732.
Lord Carmichael, husband of Sir Cloudesley’s daughter,
Elizabeth, now came into the ownership of May Place.
He sold the estate to Nathaniel Elwick, a former
Governor of Madras, whose daughter and heiress
married Miles Barne of Sotterley, in Suffolk. The Barne
family were to own the house until 1938, but rarely
lived there. Tenants included Baroness Fermanagh.
She moved to May Place in 1792 and spent some
£7,000, then a very large sum, on improving and
modernising the house, including building the elegant
music room in which she entertained the Prince of
Wales (later George lV).
The district of Barnehurst is named after the Barne
family, on whose land the station was built.
May Place, 1828. Bexley Local Studies & Archives

Bexley Local Studies and Archives
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f Shovell’s grand Jacobean mansion was still here
then maybe local people would have heard of him,
but his home, May Place, was destroyed by a fire in
1954, whilst his estate lands were submerged under
a tidal wave of semi detached housing in the 1930s.
Today the name of his former home is remembered
in the name of a primary school, but Shovell himself
has no visible memorial to keep his name alive
amongst local people.

Barnehurst Golf Club opened in 1903

May Place Primary School

May Place, 1828. CTA

The electrification of the Bexleyheath
Line in 1926 signalled the start of the
large housing developments of the
1920s and 30s.
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Y

ou’d think that his status as a national hero would
have meant at least a pub would have been named
after him. Well there is one, but its not local. It’s tucked
behind Charing Cross station so the chances
are that the hordes of commuters that use the
station and who now live in the semi detached
houses that were built on his May Place estate
have probably never seen it.

The new pub sign for the Ship
and Shovell is based on the
famous Michael Dahl portrait of
Sir Cloudesley Shovell (page 14)
which dates from 1702-1705 and
now forms part of the permanent
Longitude exhibition at the
National Maritime Museum in
Greenwich.
The pub is unique in London
because it is split on either side of
Craven Passage.
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D

oes that mean there is nothing to
remember him in Crayford? Not
exactly. A memorial to Lady Shovell exists
inside St Paulinus church which mentions
the fate of her husband and a plaque was
placed in Barnehurst Golf club to mark
the 300th anniversary of his death in 2007.
However these are not in a readily accessible
place so few people get to see them.
In 2014 Crayford Town Archive decided
that on the 300th anniversary of the
Longitude Act people who live in Crayford
should know exactly who Sir Cloudesley
Shovell was.

Lady Shovell’s memorial at St Paulinus

Barnehurst Gof & Club plaque. CTA

Lady Shovell. Roy Precious

Lady Elizabeth Shovell, formerly Lady
Narbrough (1658-1732). Born Elizabeth Hill,
daughter of John Hilll, Commissioner of the
Navy, she married Rear Admiral Sir John
Narbrough. They had two sons, Sir John and
James Narbrough who both entered naval
careers and died, aged 23 and 22, in the
sinking of HMS Association in 1707.
After her husband’s death Elizabeth married
Sir Cloudesley Shovell in 1697. They had two
daughters, Elizabeth and Anne. Lady Shovell
had formerly lived at Knowlton near Deal
in Kent but on her marriage she moved to
Crayford at May Place, and remained there until her death in 1732.
Oscar Wilde used Lady Narbrough as the name for one of the main characters in
his famous book, The Picture of Dorian Gray.
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So who was
Sir Cloudesley
Shovell?

RMG BHC 3026

C

loudesley Shovell was born at Cockthorpe,
Norfolk in 1650, the son of a country yeoman,
John Shovell, who it is believed had fought on the
losing side for the King in the English Civil War.
Young Clow would be inspired to seek his fortune
at sea alongside his distant relatives Sir Christopher
Myngs and Sir John Narbrough.
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My distinctive first
name
came from my mat
ernal
grandmother Lucy
Clowdisley.

Lady Shovell. Roy Precious

Shovell was a
TRAITOR!

a
was
Clow boy.
e
brav

A young Cloudesley Shovell
Rochester Guildhall Museum

I though
t him
dishono
urable a
nd
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n.

King James II. RMG MNT 0191

Sir Christopher Myngs. RMG BHC 2874

I made him
a
knight.

Samuel Pepys. NPG

King William of Orange. RMG 3094

I gave
him a
medal
for his gold
braver
y

He was a brave and
faithful officer who
ne.
brought me a for tu

.

King Charles II.

Queen Anne. CTA

RMG MNT 0188
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S

hovell, of humble birth, entered
the navy as a boy and gained
national fame in the wars against the
Barbary pirates. Detested by Samuel
Pepys, hated by James II, Shovell
became the leading fighting Admiral
and finest seaman of Queen Anne’s
age. In 1695 he moved into May
Place, Crayford and served as M.P.
for the area at a time of great political
change. His death aboard his flagship
Association in 1707 was a national
disaster which would bring changes
that have shaped our modern world.
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RMG BHC 3025

Ship’s Boy
This is Shovell’s Story ...

S

hovell probably first went to sea on the Centurion in 1662 under the care of Sir
Christopher Myngs. He took young Clow to the Caribbean with him where he
had earned a daring reputation as a privateer. Myng’s Centurion led the attack on the
Spanish garrison at Santiago, Cuba in October 1662; destroying the port and capturing
six ships. He followed this with an attack on the Bay of Campeche, Mexico in the
company of 1,500 buccaneers including the famous pirate Captain Henry Morgan.
They captured 14 Spanish ships and 150,000 pesos in treasure. The Spanish outcry at
this raid, forced Charles II to forbid further attacks, and Myngs, together with young
Clow, returned to England in 1665.

Sir Christopher Myngs
RMG BHC 2874

The infamous buccaneers,
Captain Henry Morgan, joined
Myngs for the raid on Santiago.

The Raid on Santiago, Cuba. Look and Learn Archive

Sir Christopher Myngs (above top right) was born in Norfolk in 1625 and was
a distant relative of Cloudesley Shovell. He went to sea as a young boy in the
Royal Navy before the English Civil War and rose to captain in the Commonwealth navy. He first arrived in Port Royal,
Jamaica in January 1656 as captain of the Marston Moor, to help defend the new colony. Enlisting the help of the
resident buccaneers, he carried the defence of the colony a step further by attacking the Spanish.
A product of his times Myngs carried on the traditions of Sir Francis Drake and other English privateers and pirates.
While operating with the blessings of the local governor in Jamaica (at least while providing a cut of the plunder)
he nevertheless toed a thin line between privateering and outright piracy. Despite these accusations of piracy he
was knighted for his bravery and service by King Charles II. His rise from humble beginnings has been seen as the
example that inspired Shovell’s own rise.
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Sir Christopher Myngs’ Report on
the Santiago Raid

‘The yll offices that towne had don to Jamaica had so exasperated
the souldiers that I had mutch adoe to keepe them from fireing
the churches. The 15th day we drew off and sailed for the castles,
where until the 19th wee imployed our selves in demolishing the
forts, and geting what ordinance we could. There was 17 pieces of
ordinance in the ware workes, in the Castle anld platforme under
that 17 more, the quaintety of 1000 barrels powder which our
men were soe tyred with marching and labour they would not
bring it off to enjoye itt, 700 barrels was spent in bloweing up
the mayne castle, the rest in country houses and platformes; and
truly itt was soe demolished as the greater part lyes levell with
the foundation. Itt was built upon a rocky precipice, the walls on a
mountaine side some 63 foot hight, there was in itt a chapell alnd
houses sufitient for 1000 men, wee were forced to fling some of
their guns downe the precipice into the sea which wee could riot
bringe of. Wee are now in safety in the harbour in our returne for
Cagaway. This far to the best of my judgment I have presumed to
aquainte your Excellency with the good success of
your desighne.’
Your Excellencie’s most humble servant,
MINES.
From on bord the ‘ Centurion’
19th September 1662 beeing
thwart the harbour of St. Jago.’
[Addressed:-3 To his Excellency
Thomas Lord Windsor.
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What do you notice about the
spellings Myngs used?
Why do you think it was so
different from what you would see
at school?

A

s Ship’s Boy young Clow was taught the basics of reading and arithmetic, and
would have been expected to learn the 32 points of the compass. This was essential
to his future career at sea. One of his duties would have been to watch the sandglass.
He had to be ready to turn them over when the last of the sand ran out and every half
hour he had to ring the ship’s bell. When the crew heard the bell, they knew it was
time to check the speed and direction in which the ship was travelling. They used the
half minute glass to check the speed of the ship. The information was then marked
with pegs on the traverse board.

Privateers
Privateers were sailors authorized to
attack foreign vessels during wartime.
As they were not part of the navy the
country who had issued them a license
known as a letter of marque did not have
to pay for them. The privateers reward
came from the riches they could plunder.
Often there was little difference between
a privateer and a pirate.

Spanish
Portugese

17th Century Spanish and Portugese trade routes

Successive English monarchs used privateers to help them seize some of the wealth the Spanish and Portuguese
were taking from the New World. Charles II encouraged both Sir Christopher Myngs and Sir Henry Morgan to
attack Spanish treasure ships in the Caribbean. Operating out of Jamaica, they carried on a war often using
cunning tactics that boarded on piracy. Captain Morgan, in particular, was known for his cruelty against those he
captured, including torture to gain information about booty, and in one case using priests as human shields.

17

Time and the Longitude Problem
Before the invention of accurate clocks a ships east/west position or Longitude could only be determined by “dead
reckoning”, estimating the travelled distance and direction. But this method wasn’t precise. Inaccurate sand glasses
were used to determine travelling speed and travelled distance. Moreover compasses were often inaccurate so
ships could easily find themselves off course.
The traverse board (below) recorded the ship’s speed and direction. Each half-hour during the watch, a crew
member would insert a peg in the top portion of the board to represent the heading sailed during that half-hour,
just as it is shown on the ship’s compass. Each hour during the watch, a crew member would insert a peg in the
bottom portion of the board to represent the speed sailed during the hour. The speed would have been measured
using a knot log.

Traverse board
Sand glass

It had been known
since the beginning of
the second millennium
that a magnetised
needle floating freely
would always point
north-south. But not if
the needle was close
to iron objects - like
cannon balls or any
other iron object on a
ship.

Pirates and Privateers

Look and Learn Magazine

The speed of a ship was estimated by using a log
line (pictured left). This line had knots tied to it
at regular intervals and the sailor would relate
the knots slipping through his fingers to the time
elapsed. He then calculated the ship’s speed - in
“knots.”
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n the year that the Great Fire struck London, 1666, Shovell was aboard Admiral Sir
Christopher Myngs’ flag-ship Victory for the Four Days’ Battle against the Dutch. This
was to be the first of many sea battles that Shovell would fight against them and it was
around this time that his tale took on mythical status. The story has it that the mast of
his ship had been shot away and with the Dutch closing in for the kill, a call was put
out for a volunteer to swim with a message asking for help. Young Cloudesley stepped
forward, and made himself a naval legend.

The Four Days Battle. Peter Cornelisz van Soest. c.1666. RMG BHC 0285

The Four Days’ Battle was a naval battle of
the Second Anglo–Dutch War. Fought from
1 June to 4 June 1666 off the Flemish and
English coast, it remains one of the longest
naval engagements in history.
Having soundly defeated the Dutch
in the Battle of Lowestoft, the English
became anxious to destroy the Dutch navy
completely before it could grow too strong
and were desperate to end the activity
of Dutch raiders as a collapse of English
trade threatened. At the start of the battle
the English fleet of 56 ships commanded
by George Monck, 1st Duke of Albemarle was
outnumbered by the 84-strong Dutch fleet
commanded by Lieutenant-Admiral Michiel
de Ruyter. The battle ended in defeat for
the English and the death of Sir Cloudesley
Shovell’s first mentor Sir Christopher Myngs.

Children in the 1930s were familiar
with the legend of Sir Cloudesley
Shovell. This 1936 cigarette card
featuring his daring exploits as a boy
sailor featured in a series of cards
known as Famous Minors. CTA
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T

he message was handed to the boy, who placed it between his teeth and plunged
into the water. Cheered by his comrades, he swam on through a perfect hail of
shot, bearing, as it seemed, a charmed life, until at length the smoke of battle concealed
him from the enemy. Just when the crew were beginning to think of him and of
themselves as lost, a sudden and terrific roar of cannon on their right announced that
the English vessels were bearing down on the Dutch. In a few hours the enemy were
flying in all directions and the story has it that a grateful admiral told Shovell that he
would one day have a flag-ship of his own.” A prediction that came true.
as a
Clow w
oy
brave b

Sir Christopher Myngs. RMG BHC 2874

Young Cloudesley Shovel Swimming With Despatches W.H. Overend.

The engraving above was featured in the Graphic newspaper dated August
29 1896. The famous British army commander, Viscount Slim, (inset right)
who commanded British troops against the Japanese in Burma in World
War 2 said that the picture (pictured above) so fired his imagination as a
child that it inspired him to follow Shovell’s example and to rise through the
ranks to become a great commander.
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Field Marshall Viscount Slim. CTA

South American Adventure

S

ir Christopher Myngs died from wounds received during the Four Days Battle and
Shovell now looked to Sir John Narbrough, another relative, to further his naval
career. Both men were fortunate to be in the West Indies in June 1667 when the Dutch
Admiral De Ruyter raided Sheerness, Gravesend and Chatham and humiliated the
navy by taking its flagship, The Royal Charles, as a prize back to Holland.

Dutch Attack on the Medway, June 1667 by Pieter Cornelisz van Soest, painted c. 1667. The captured ship The Royal Charles is
right of centre RMG BHC 0295

“No sooner up but hear the sad newes confirmed of the
Royall Charles being taken by them, and now in fitting
by them – which Pett should have carried up higher
by our several orders, and deserves, therefore, to be
hanged for not doing it – and turning several others;
and that another fleete is come up into the Hope. Upon
which newes the King and Duke of York have been below
[London Bridge] since four o’clock in the morning, to
command the sinking of ships at Barking-Creeke, and
other places, to stop their coming up higher: which put
me into such a fear, that I presently resolved of my
father’s and wife’s going into the country; and, at two
hours’ warning, they did go by the coach this day, with
about £1300 in gold in their night-bag.”

Samuel Pepys. NPG

Above an extract from Pepys diary. June 1667

Coming shortly after the impact of the plague of 1665 and Great Fire of London of 1666 the Dutch raids of June
1667 caused widespread panic in London. When news of the raid on Chatham by Dutch Admiral Michiel de
Ruyter reached London and that The Royal Charles had been taken even Samuel Pepys (above) decided to take
his family out of London for safety. Cloudesley Shovell was probably fortunate to be in the Caribbean as this was
one of the worst disasters in British military history.
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N

arbrough was summoned to meet King Charles II on his return from the
Caribbean, who gave him orders to take two ships, The Sweepstakes and The
Batchelor Pink, on a voyage of trade and exploration to South America. Shovell would
accompany Narbrough aboard The Sweepstakes for this perilous journey. They had
no accurate maps to help them and the lives of the crew would depend on Captain
Narbrough, who would need a lot of luck as well as skill to get them there.

Note the comment under the
scale bar: “I Am in Formed
that here is much Gold” See
enlargement below

‘A Draught of the Porte of Baldauia on the Coast of Chile’. By Sir John Narbrough. British Library.
Sir John Narbrough (1640-27th May 1688)
The legend of Sir Francis Drake’s great sea voyage through the Straits of Magellan, inspired King Charles II to
send a small expedition to see if it was possible to break the Spanish monopoly in South America and trade with
the natives. The King provided two ships and goods suitable for trading with natives. On September 26th 1669
Shovell sailed with Narbrough aboard the ship The Sweepstakes.
John Narbrough was the first navigator to go through the Magellan Strait both ways. He made a detailed map
of the area and described the wildlife and terrain in his journal. Whereas Sir Francis Drake and Captain Cook
found fame as explorers Narbrough’s journey is relatively unknown. This is because his journal lay undiscovered
for many years. In 2009 more than 300 years after Sir John finally put his quill pen down, the journal was found
languishing with the family papers of the Earls of Romney* at the Centre for Kentish Studies. They are now part
of the British Library collection and show Narbrough to be a 17th century David Attenborough!
*The Romney family inherited Sir Cloudesley Shovell’s estate. The journal would have belonged to Shovell’s wife Elizabeth who
was originally married to Narbrough.
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T

he crew of The Sweepstakes knew that if Captain Narbrough lost their position at
sea they could face weeks or months more trying to find their bearings with the
likelihood that death or disease would follow. Fortunately for Shovell and his ship
mates, Narbrough was one of the most talented navigators of his day.
Saturday October 23rd 1669

“This day I crossed the Tropic of Cancer,
all my men in good health, I praise the
Almighty God for it; many of my men
that had been with me in the West
Indies formerly were let blood, for I take
bleeding in these hot climates to be a great
preserver of health, diverting Calentures”
(fever in hot climates)
Sir John Narbrough’s Journal on the Magellan Strait

Bloodletting is the withdrawal of blood from a
patient to cure or prevent illness and disease.
Cloudesley Shovell was one of the men who had
been in the West Indies with Narbrough and would
have gone through this to try and prevent malaria
based fevers. Bloodletting was based on an ancient
system of medicine in which blood and other bodily
fluid were regarded as “humours” that had to
remain in proper balance to maintain health. It was
common medical practice until the late 19th century.
A tourniquet (above right) was bound around the
sailor who was cut with a lancet (below).

Above:
Breathing a
Vein. 1804 by
H.Humphrey
St. James’s
Street, London.
CTA

Left: BloodlettingArm-FootLancet-PI.29Bourgery-1831.
CTA
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To avoid getting lost at sea Narbrough had to be sure of his latitude,
or north-south position, by gauging the angle of the Pole star or the
midday sun against the horizon.

A back-staff was used to work out latitude - the position north
or south of the equator. It measured the angle of the sun
above the horizon. Users kept the sun to their back (hence the
name) and observed the shadow cast by the upper vane on
a horizon vane. It was invented by the English navigator John
Davis and replaced the cross staff which had forced sailors to
stare directly at the sun which often led to blindness.

The only reference points on the high
seas were the stars and Sun. A navigator
needed to locate himself on a grid of
imaginary lines of latitude and longitude
drawn onto the available sea charts.(see
Jan de Witt chart left).
The Portuguese pioneered the method
of navigating by latitude. Ships had to be
equipped with instruments like the back
staff to measure the altitudes of stars or
the Sun. It was possible to determine one’s
latitude to within about a degree by this
method.
Calculating his east-west position or
longitude was however, a different matter.
Observations of the Sun and stars were of
no immediate help; in order to determine
one’s longitude with respect for example
to London, one had to find out the
difference in local times between one’s
location and London. No easy method
that was sufficiently accurate existed in
Shovell’s lifetime.
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o stop disease spreading during the long voyage across the Atlantic The Sweepstakes
crew had to wash mouth, face and hands before they could receive their allowance
of bread and would lose it if they failed to do so. Narbrough was particularly keen
for the men to eat fresh food to prevent them from going down with scurvy. He even
persuaded them to eat penguin’s eggs! When supplies of fresh food ran low Captain
Narbrough insisted that he shared the same daily ration as the lowliest member of the
ship’s crew. It was a lesson in leadership that Shovell never forgot.

Wed 21 Sept 1670.

‘I had both the boats laden with seals,
penguins and penguin eggs; ten men
may kill 10,000 penguins in less than
an hour; the seals and penguins are
numberless: a man cannot pass on the
island for them. The eggs are very good
nourishment and the fat serves to oil for
the lamps.’
Extracts from Sir John Narbrough’s Journal on the
Magellan Strait.

Daily allowance from the Admiralty:

1lb biscuit, I gallon wine measure of
beer, 2lb of beef or one of bacon or
pork with a pint of pease for Sunday,
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday. Wednesday,
Friday, Saturday the eighth part of cod
or hake with 2oz butter and 4oz cheese.

Scurvy is a disease caused by a diet lacking in vitamin
C. Sailors developed anemia, exhaustion, swelling in
some parts of the body, and bleeding gums leading to
loss of teeth. It didn’t become common until sailing
ships replaced oared galleys, thereby making possible
long journeys on the high seas. Prior to 1500, ships
seldom ventured far from land, so stocking up on
fresh food and water was not a problem. Scurvy was
the main cause of death at sea, an estimated million
people lost their lives between 1600-1800. The curse
of scurvy was not solved until 1747, 40 years after
Cloudesley’s death. James Lind (illustrated), a Royal
Navy Surgeon, found during trials on HMS Salisbury,
in 1747, that citrus fruits would prevent the disease.
Royal Navy ships began to stock limes, hence the
American nickname for the British, ‘Limey.’
Sir John Narbrough (left) did what he could to make sure
the men of The Sweepstakes had fresh food once their
initial rations had run out.
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hilst still in the Atlantic The Sweepstakes lost contact with the Bachelor Pink and
Narbrough’s crew urged him to abandon their journey as they did not want to
pass through the dreaded Straits of Magellan alone. Undeterred, Narbrough inspired
them to continue with tales of Sir Francis Drake’s great voyage a century before them.
Once through the straits further trouble came at Valdivia, southern Chile, when four
of the crew, including their lieutenant, were taken hostage by the Spanish garrison.
This final set back persuaded Narbrough it was time to return home. Despite this, the
journal and maps he produced were seen by the Admiralty as a successful outcome for
their voyage.
Ferdinand Magellan (left) (c. 1480 – 1521) was a
Portuguese explorer who became known for having
organised the first circumnavigation of the Earth,
hence the name of the straits at the foot of South
America. Sir Francis Drake (right) (c.1540-1596) was
the first Englishman captain to achieve this feat.
His incredible achievement elevated Drake to hero
status in England. The treasures he recovered were
so vast, estimated at £600,000 in 1580 (around £25
million today), that Queen Elizabeth I’s share was
more than the total exchequers receipts for a year.
From this point on there was a widely held belief
in England that fortunes were to be made in the
Pacific. This was the reason why The Sweepstakes
was sent on its journey.

Above Narbrough’s map of the Straights of Magellan 1694. Sir John Narbrough did what he could to
ensure the men of The Sweepstakes had fresh food once their initial rations had run out.
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Midshipman Shovell

B

y now Shovell had been at sea for a number of years and he was ready to take the
first step towards command. On 22 January 1672, he was appointed a Midshipman
aboard the Royal Prince, flagship of the Duke of York, where Narborough had been
appointed the Duke’s 1st Lieutenant. Both were to see action in the Third Anglo-Dutch
War at the battles of Sole Bay (1672) and Texel (1673).

The Prince (right) sometimes referred to as
Royal Prince was a 100 gun first rate ship of
the line of the Royal Navy, built by Phineas
Pett the Younger at Deptford Dockyard and
launched in 1670.
During the Third Anglo-Dutch War she
served as a flagship of the later King James
II, then Duke of York and the Lord High
Admiral. During the Battle of Solebay
(1672) she was in the centre of the English
fleet that was attacked by the Dutch
centre led by Admiral Michiel de Ruyter.
The Prince was heavily damaged by De
Ruyter’s flagship De Zeven Provinciën in
a two hour duel, Captain of the floett Sir
John Cox was killed on board. The Prince’s
second captain, John Narbrough, however,
conducted himself with such courage that
he was knighted shortly afterwards.

The tables show Shovell’s navy career (1662-1707). The ships he
commanded are in green, red and blue show his service under
commanders Myngs and Narbrough.
Association
Brittania
Barfleur
Triumph
Queen
Barfleur
Swiftsure
Queen
Cambridge
Neptune
Brittania
Duke
Kent
Royal William
London
Monck
Edgar
Dover
Anne
James GalleySapphire
Nonsuch
Sapphire

‘07
‘05
‘04
‘03
‘02
‘01
‘99
‘96-97
‘95
‘94
‘93
‘92
‘92
‘92
‘91
‘89-91
‘89
‘88
‘87
‘81-85
‘80
‘80

The Lord High Admiral James, Duke of York (above ), later King
James II, commanded fleets in battle in 1665 and 1672.
RMG BHC 0983

Rear Admiral England
Phoenix
Sapphire
Plymouth
Harwich
Henrietta
St Michael
Fairfax
Royal Prince
Sweepstakes
Bonaventure
Assurance
Victory
Fairfax
Royal James
Triumph
Royal Oak
Portland
Gloucester
Centurion

Admiral of the Blue
Admiral of the Blue
Vice Admiral of the Blue
Admiral of the Blue
Rear Admiral of Red
Rear Admiral of Red
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‘79
‘77
‘77
‘74-76
‘73
‘73
‘72
‘72
‘69-71
‘67
‘66
‘66
‘65
‘65
‘65
‘64
‘64
‘63
‘63

Captain
2nd Lieutenant
Master’s mate
Midshipman
Seaman

Ships Boy

M

idshipman Shovell would have needed to learn about navigating ships in all
weathers and climates but he also needed to learn how to command men.
Shovell had been at sea probably from the age of nine and was well prepared for the
challenge, unlike many of the men chosen for command in the Stuart navy. Ships
at this time were seen as symbols of Royal power and were often commanded by
‘gentleman’ captains who had very little or no experience of being at sea. Shovell, who
came from a humble background, had more in common with the men (the tarpaulins),
and gained their respect because his promotion had been earned.
In the late 17th century, most warships
- even very large ones - had only two
commissioned officers, the captain and
lieutenant. This meant that the warrant
officers (master, boatswain, gunner
etc) had a higher status - many former
captains and lieutenants subsequently
served in warrant posts, which would
have been inconceivable a hundred
years later.

There was no naval uniform. Although ships’
companies would often have had a vaguely
‘uniform’ appearance due to the bulk purchase
of slop clothes, officers wore whatever they liked.
In battle this could still include breastplates.
Common sailors were nicknamed ‘Jack Tars.’ This
was because they tied their hair back in pony tails
and dipped it in tar to discourage lice. John or
Jack was just the most common name. A skilled
tradesman was said to be a ‘Jack of all trades,’
a common expression still used to this day. He
would have a folding knife for use aloft
known as a ‘Jack knife’ - a word now
used for a lorry that goes out of
control!

A large ship flag ship like The Prince
could have had up to 800 men aboard.
There were the officers who gave
orders, men who had special skills such
as the carpenters marines (sea going
soldiers who kept order) and seaman
who did all the hard work needed to
keep the ship afloat. Everyone was
under the command of the captain.
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hovell’s promotion had come at an ideal moment as King Charles II needed more
officers for his expanding navy. The King’s naval secretary, Samuel Pepys, had just
persuaded parliament to build thirty new line-of-battle ships one of the first rate, nine
of the second, and twenty of the third). The wars with the Dutch had weakened the
navy which now faced the growing threat from France.
Samuel Pepys (1633-1703) is now most famous for the diary he kept for a decade as
a young man that told the story of the plague and the Great Fire of London. Although
Pepys had no maritime experience, he rose by hard work to be the Chief Secretary to
the Admiralty under both King Charles II and subsequently King James II.
In February 1677, Pepys put to the House of Commons a proposal for the building of
thirty new ships. This was intended to bring the British fleet up to the same level as
the French fleet who were seen as the major threat to England’s expanding trade. On
23 February 1677 parliament agreed to put aside £60,000 to build the thirty new ships
but, as they were reluctant to trust Charles as many thought he would use it for his
mistresses, added the ships were to be built in two years.

Rating of Ships
Ships were ‘rated’ according to the number of guns they carried
• First rates had three decks and 100 guns or more
• Second-rates had three decks and 90 guns or more
• Third-rates had two decks and 64-80 guns
Frigates (smaller faster ships)
• Fourth-rates had two decks and 50-60 guns
• Fifth-rates had two decks and between 26-32 guns
• Sixth rates had a single deck and between 20-24 guns

Samuel Pepys observes the building of one of Charles II’s thirty new ships.

Look and Learn Archive
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KEY
A Fore course or foresail
B Main course or mainsail
C Mizzen course or mizzensail
D Fore topsail
E Main topsail
F Mizzen topsail
G Fore topgallant sail
H Foregallant sail
I Main topgallant sail
L Mizzen topgallant sail
J Fore royal sail
M Main staysail

N
O
P
Q
Q
R
S
T
U
V
W

Mizzen staysail
Fore topmast staysail
Main topmast staysail
Mizzen topmast staysail
Mizzen topmast staysail
Jib
Middle staysail
Mizzen topgallant staysail
Main topgallant staysail
Spritsail topsail
Spritsail
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Once novice sailors had been taught
about the rigging he was said to
‘know the ropes.’
The old English for play was ‘lac
sosailors’ who messed about in the
rigging were ‘larking abound’. If they
did this amongst the topsails they
were ‘Skylarking.’
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A Contemporary engraving of a Third Rate Ship. CTA
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A Contemporary engraving of a Third Rate Ship. CTA

Fame at Tripoli

S

hovell was about to begin his rapid rise through the ranks. On 25th September
1673 he was made 2nd Lieutenant of Narbrough’s ship, Henrietta, for a journey
to the notorious pirate infested waters of the Barbary coast. King Charles II had
ordered them to enforce new peace treaties with the Barbary states of Algiers, Tripoli
and Tunis and supervise the release of English sailors who had been taken as slaves.
Shovell played a leading role in the successful negotiations with Algiers and Tunis
and was rewarded with £100 in pieces of eight-a huge sum in those days. However, a
letter soon arrived from Samuel Pepys that told them their work in taming the Barbary
pirates was far from done.

An Algerine Ship off a Barbary Port Andries van Eertvelt RMG BHC0751

“Pirates, Captain Flint, pirates!” . . . “Pieces of eight, pieces of eight !”
(Treasure Island)
It’s not just thanks to Long John Silver’s parrot that pieces of eight, the
coins Narbrough gave to Shovell, are known throughout the world, for
the ‘peso de ocho reales’, the Spanish piece of eight, was the first truly
global money. It was produced in huge quantities and, within 25 years of
its first minting in the 1570s, it had spread across Asia, Europe, Africa and
the Americas - establishing a global dominance that it was to maintain
well into the nineteenth century.
The coins were also known as cobs by the British because SpanishAmerican gold and silver coins were irregularly shaped and crudely struck
during this period. The coin (left) was actually found on the wreck of Sir
Cloudesley Shovell’s Association. The ‘P’ on it shows that It came from
Potosi (Bolivia) which was one of the richest Spanish silver mines.

33

The Barbary Pirates sometimes known as ‘Corsairs’ were privateers who operated
out of four North African bases--Algiers, Tunis, Tripoli and various ports in
Morocco, between the 16th and 19th centuries. They terrorised seafaring traders
in the Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean, and sometimes ventured into
the English Channel to make a capture. Cornwall and Devon were targets for
fearsome Barbary pirates for three centuries. They burnt settlements, sank ships
and carried off thousands of men, women
and children into slavery. Locals demanded
protection from the crown in exchange for
the ‘Ship Money’ that was paid in taxes
to the king to fund the navy. Bowing to
pressure Charles II sent Sir John Narbrough’s
small fleet to deal with the Barbary corsairs
in 1674.
The settlement of the new world and the
opening of trade routes with Asia by way
of Africa, resulted in a new set of sea-faring
powers. Portugal, France, Holland and
England became more important. By 1659
the Barbary states which had been under
Ottoman (Turkish) protection broke free from
their rule, chose their own rulers ‘The Dey’,
and made the decision to live by plundering
these trading ships. The ‘Corsairs’ used small
heavily armed galleys (pictured on the map
left) that used men they had captured as
slaves to man their oars.

The 21st century Royal Navy is as busy
dealing with piracy as Shovell’s service
was in the 17th century.
Piracy off the coast of Somalia has been
a threat to international shipping since
the second phase of the Somali
Civil War in 2005. The International
Maritime Organisation and the World
Food Programme, have expressed
concern that piracy has impeded the
delivery of shipments and increased
shipping expenses, which has only
added to the poverty of the effected
areas.
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epys informed Narbrough that two English merchant ships had been captured and
their crews taken as slaves to Tripoli. Following a lengthy blockade to force their
release, Shovell was sent by Narbrough from their ship, The Harwich, to negotiate with
the Dey* of Tripoli but his demands were treated with contempt and rejected. As he
made his way back to his ship the young lieutenant, realising that only force would
prevail, made careful observations of the lay out of the harbour defences and worked
out a plan of attack.
*The Dey was the ruler of Tripoli

Tripoli (French print from 1685 CTA) - now in Libya - was a major base for Barbary pirates.
It was part of the Ottoman (Turkish) empire during this period (1551–1711) and was
controlled by the Sultan’s private army or Janissary corps. Intended to act as rulers on behalf
of the Sultan, the captain of the Janissaries and his cronies often acted as rulers (or Deys)
themselves and lived off of the profits of piracy.
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n the pitch black night of the 14th January 1676, Shovell commanded twelve long
boats of Narbrough’s squadron on a silent raid on Tripoli harbour. The surprise
attack was a spectacular success and not a single man was lost. The Dey* was forced to
back down and hand over all of the English slaves he had taken and the sum of 80,000
dollars to the admiral. Sir John distributed 1,956 pieces of eight to the 157 men who
had taken part in the raid with Lieutenant Shovell receiving the lion’s share.

An English ship in action with Barbary Pirates. Willem Van de Velde the Younger RMG BHC 0893

This is one of van de Velde’s most dramatic battle scenes and is painted in an unusually flamboyant manner. It shows
combat against vessels of the ‘corsair’ states of northern Africa. This painting is believed to depict the burning of the
ships in Tripoli on the night of 14/15th January, 1676, by Sir Cloudesley Shovell. Therefore this painting could have
been commissioned by Sir John Narbrough and he may have supplied van de Velde with the details for the scene.
A near view showing on the left
a boat with Barbary pirates, one
holding an ensign, one with sword
and shield, one with a drum and
two rowing. A boat crowded with
Dutch or English is close alongside
to starboard. A man standing up in
the stern sheets is shown firing a
musket.
A fight in boats with Barbary pirates
Willem van de Welde (Younger)
RMG 101776
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hovell’s daring and bravery brought him more than just money-it brought him
fame back home in England. In a letter from the Admiralty, Samuel Pepys wrote of
Charles II’s satisfaction with Shovell’s actions, who rewarded him with a gold medal
worth £100. This caused some jealousy but it marked the start of Shovell’s meteoric rise
through the ranks. After a winter back home he re-joined Narbrough on The Plymouth
as 1st Lieutenant on 16 April 1677. They were to return to the Mediterranean again to
treat with the Algerians, who it was claimed had broken the previous treaty.

I gave
him a
gold
medal
for his
braver
y.

Charles II from Pears Christmas 1914 magazine. CTA

Lieutenant Cloudesley Shovell’s gold medal from Charles II was worth £100
and was a far greater reward than a naval officer of Lieutenant’s rank would
normally expect to receive and was worth more than the medals awarded to
the captains of the other ships that took part in the Tripoli raid:
‘Lieutenant Shovell had obtained a medal from his Majesty upon account of
that service above the value of any hitherto given by his majesty for any other
service.’ Samuel Pepys - The Admiralty Journal 27th January 1677
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Extract from Teonge’s diary
“ The Corsairs of Tripoli Having for some time committed great outrages on the
English trade. Sir John Narborough was sent, in the latter end of tbe year 1674,
to reduce them to reason. The 14th of January following, Sir John came before the
place ; and having blocked up the port in the night, so that no ship could go in or
come out, he manned all his boats, and sent them under the command of Lieutenant
Shovel, afterwards Sir Cloudesley the famous admiral, into the harbour, where he
seized the guard-ship, and afterwards burnt the following vessels, which were all that
lay at that time in the harbour ; viz. the White Eagle Crowned, a fifty gun ship ; the
Looking-glass, which carried thirty-six ; the Santa Clara, of twenty - four ; and a
French vessel of twenty : after which he safely returned to the fleet, without the loss
of a single man. This extraordinary action struck the Tripolines with amazement, and
made them instantly sue for peace .’
In 1675 Henry Teonge, a Warwickshire clergyman, joined the Fourth Rate Assistance, commanded by William
Houlding, which was despatched to the Mediterranean as part of Sir John Narbrough’s fleet operating against the
corsairs of Tripoli. Teonge kept a lively diary of his time aboard the ship. His diary gave a first hand account of
Lieutenant Cloudesley Shovell’s courageous raid on Tripoli.

Sir John Narbrough burns fours ships at Tripoli, 14/24 January 1676
W van de Velde RMG PAH 1854

Above Lieutenant Cloudesley Shovell’s boats are shown setting fire to four
large Tripoli ships in the harbour. On the left is a hand-to-hand fight with a
large boat. In the right foreground is part of the Mandrake fort and the rocky
shore. The walled town of Tripoli is in the background.

Portrait of the young Shovell.
Rochester Guildhall.
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n 11th September 1677, Narbrough rewarded Shovell for his brave service by
making him captain of The Sapphire, a 5th rate 32 gun ship. The two men were
now firm friends as they had been together continuously since 1662, but Narbrough
would soon return to England and they would never serve together again. After
Narbrough’s departure, Admiral Sir Arthur Herbert took over command in the
Mediterranean and Shovell soon caught his eye. In April 1681, he captured the
Algerian ship Golden Rose of Algiers near the British base at Tangier and the taking of
two further prizes led Herbert to appoint Shovell as his envoy for negotiations with the
Barbary states.

Tangier by Wenceslas Hollar 1670. University of Toronto

In 1661 King Charles II married the Portuguese Catherine of Braganza, and as part of her dowry Charles received
the ports of Tangier and Bombay. The port commanded the entry into the Mediterranean and was the principal
commercial centre on the North West coast of Africa. Charles wanted it to become the home of the English fleet
in the Mediterranean so arranged for the harbour to be improved by building a mole. It cost £340,000 and reached
1,436 feet long -a sum King Charles II could ill afford.

Following the capture of the Golden Rose of Algiers in 1691, Admiral Sir Arthur
Herbert showed his appreciation:
‘Captain Shovell in the chase showed all the prudence and in the fight all the
valour that becomes an experienced and brave Commander and indeed is a man
to be admired for his behaviour on all occasions in November 1686.’

Arthur Herbert, 1st Earl of
Torrington John Closterman. N.

Lincolnshire Museum Service

Admiral Herbert (left) was a drunkard and a womaniser, according to Samuel
Pepys, and used his time in command of the Mediterranean fleet to feather
his own nest. He encouraged his captains to undertake ‘good voyages’
-transporting gold, silver and jewels in exchange for a generous commission.
This could be 1% of the total value of the goods carried. Ports like Cadiz where
the Spanish treasure arrived from South America presented an opportunity for a
navy captain to make up for his poor wages and make himself rich. It is certain
that Captain Shovell, who was favoured by Admiral Herbert, took full advantage
of the ‘good voyages’ to make himself rich. Herbert himself would take a 50%
share in any commission.
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n June 1683, Shovell found himself as captain of The James Galley and was about to
face the first crisis of his career. The Spanish Admiral Conde de Acquilla, demanded
that Shovell’s ship fire its guns to salute him whilst it was in Cadiz harbour. Shovell
refused on the grounds that his orders forbade him but the Spaniards issued an
ultimatum that if he did not they would sink him. Hemmed in by the Spanish, Shovell
was faced with maintaining British honour, or the destruction of his ship and crew.
Outgunned, Shovell decided to salute by firing nine guns. He received only three
in return, a clear insult from the Spanish. His ship and men had survived intact but
when news of events broke back in England there was talk that Shovel would be court
martialled and disgraced.

The Tiger taking the Schakerloo in the harbour of Cadiz, 23 February 1674. Daniel Schellinks. RMG BHC 0320

The custom of firing cannon salutes originated in
the Royal Navy. As a matter of courtesy a warship would
fire her guns harmlessly out to sea, to show that she
had no hostile intent. At first, ships were required to
fire seven guns, and forts, with their more numerous
guns and a larger supply of gunpowder, to fire 21 times.
Later, as the quality of gunpowder improved, the British
increased the number of shots required from ships to
match the forts. British ships in Shovell’s time expected
to fire fewer guns than it received as it was believed that
the King was sovereign of the sea and foreigners should
acknowledge this.
Stern View of the Royal William Firing a Salute. By Peter
Monamy. The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York
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amuel Pepys was furious and put the incident down to Shovell not being a true
‘gentleman.’ Fortunately Admiral Herbert defended him and the King agreed
that his actions were reasonable in the circumstances. At the time of Shovell’s
embarrassment Pepys, together with Lord Dartmouth, were on a mission from King
Charles II to find a plausible excuse to abandon the expensive naval base at Tangier.
Pepys needed the agreement of the English Captains for its destruction but Shovell
refused to give his backing. The plan went ahead anyway but Shovell had made
himself a powerful enemy.

‘And it is plain here that led him to it
in another nation’s port and may be
a good argument for the use of having
gentleman employed who can better
judge of what is fitting in that kind, he
being everything else spoken of as a man
of valour and knowledge in his trade and
a good man.’

t him
I though le and
a
or b
dishoun
n.
commo

Samuel Pepys Tangier Papers p167

Samuel Pepys believed Shovell’s humble
background explained his behaviour in Cadiz.
He believed that a ‘gentleman’ would never have
backed down to the Spanish but would have been
prepared to die for the honour of his country.
Pepys’ argument was contradicted by the
aristocratic ‘gentleman’ captain Matt Aylmer who
was involved in a similar incident a short while
after Shovell’s saluting incident.
Samuel Pepys. NPG

The garrison at Tangier had to be constantly reinforced,
having cost nearly two million pounds of royal treasure,
and many lives had been sacrificed in its defence.
Finally, in 1683, Charles gave Admiral Lord Dartmouth
(left) secret orders to abandon Tangier.

Lord Dartmouth by
Peter Vandrebanc.
The British Library
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The Glorious Revolution
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harles II died in 1685 and was succeeded by his Catholic brother James. Shovell,
who had served in the fleet under the new King, was opposed to the idea of a
Catholic taking the crown but as a naval officer he was bound by oath to serve him.
In 1688 he found himself commanding The Dover as the fleet readied itself to defend
against a possible Dutch invasion of England by the Protestant William of Orange and
his wife Mary, the King’s daughter. In the event Shovell did not have to choose sides as
a ‘Protestant wind’ stopped his ship leaving harbour whilst William of Orange landed
in England unopposed. Soon afterwards James II fled to France and William was
proclaimed King of England.

William III landing at Brixham, Torbay, 5 November 1688,
painted by Jan Wyck. RMG BHC 3095

William of Orange and Mary Stuart. Gerard van Honthorst

Rijksmuseum

Concern over James II’s Catholic religion resulted in leading
politicians taking it upon themselves to send an ‘Invitation’
to the Protestant William of Orange who landed at Torbay in
Devon in November 1688. James fled to France on December
23rd and in January 1689, William called a parliament which
passed the necessary legislation that the Revolution required to
be successful.
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William of Orange married his first cousin, Mary
Stuart, in 1677. The marriage was the idea of
Charles II and was fiercely opposed by her Catholic
father James. His opposition was well founded as
his daughter and son in law would take his throne.

S

hovell was soon to prove his worth to the new King William III. In 1689 he served
in the Edgar under the command of Admiral Arthur Herbert in a fight against the
French at Bantry Bay. The French were planning to help King James II regain the
throne by landing him in Catholic Ireland whose people would support his attempts
to seize back the throne.

An Action of the English Succession possibly at Bantry Bay, Adriaen van Diest. RMG BHC 0329

The Crew of the Edgar
Shovell had 470 men aboard The Edgar for the fight
against the French at Bantry Bay. Only about half of
them could be called seaman. He did have 150 prime
or able seaman who were Norfolk men who had been
with him for ten years. The rest were a mixture of
inexperienced volunteers, pressed men, convicts and
invalids.
A total of 31,971 men served with the navy in 1690.
These were far higher numbers than had been in the
Dutch wars. To get to these numbers the navy had to
use Impressment, commonly known as “the Press” or
the “Press gang”. This was the act of taking men into a
navy by force and with or without notice. It was used
by the Royal Navy, beginning in 1664 and during the
18th and early 19th centuries, in wartime, as a means of
crewing warships,
The word has nothing to do with ‘pressing’ in the
sense of ‘forcing’ but derives from the ‘prest’ or
‘imprest’ money (French prêter, ‘to lend’) advanced on
enlistment, (the King’s Shilling).

The Neglected Tar (press gang) RMG PAD4772

There’s a rumour that one of the tactics used to
accomplish this was the dropping of a king’s shilling into
a pewter tankard. (The King’s Shilling was given to a new
volunteer recruit, and accepted as a sort of contract.)
Once the man had finished the drink, he’d discover the
coin and be immediately conscripted. Rumour has it that
tankards were made with glass bottoms to prevent this.
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Gunnery on the Edgar
Problems with Manning the Guns in Battle

One of Edgar’s 32 pounders now at
the Tower of London having been
recovered from the sea following the
explosion that sank her in 1711.

Worm

Sponge

Rammer

Shovell knew that during the Battle of Bantry Bay there would never be
enough hands to man the Edgar’s guns without reducing the number
needed to actually sail the ship.
Edgar carried twenty four demi cannon on her lower deck, 32-pounders
with a crew of six men; the thirty six 12-pounders on her upper deck,
poop and forecastle require four men to each gun and the 4-pounders
mounted in pairs as bow chasers and stern chasers (to fire from the
front and back of the ship) required three. Three hundred men and the
shot handlers, powder monkeys, loblolly boys (surgeon’s assistants) and
musket men made another hundred. That only left seventy sailors to
actually sail the ship. A bigger ship and crew meant more and bigger
guns. The 42-pounders on the first rates needed a crew of eight. This
meant if you wanted to man all of your guns you had to reduce sail to
provide the numbers of men needed for the guns.
The dangers of handling gunpowder were shown by the loss of the Edgar
in 1711 at Spithead. An accidental explosion sunk the ship with all hands,
including many woman and children who were aboard at the time.

Ladle

Vent
Pick

Powder
Horn

Linstock

1. First, the worm is put into the cannon to get out any wadding that might still be stuck in the barrel from the
previous shot.
2. Next, the sponge is dipped lightly in water and put down the barrel to make sure all sparks are out.
3. A cartridge made up of a cannon ball secured to a bag of gun powder is then put into the barrel. The rammer
is used to push it down.
4. Sometimes, instead of using a cartridge, the ladle is used to put a scoop of powder into the barrel before the
ball is loaded.
5. The dagger-like vent pick (or stiletto) is stuck down the priming hole at the back of the cannon to prick a hole
in the cartridge bag.
6. Next, fine powder is poured from the powder horn into the priming hole.
7. Everyone stands back, and the linstock with a burning rope, is placed on the priming hole.
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he resulting sea battle was deemed an honourable draw but Shovell distinguished
himself by leading from the front. His ship took the highest casualties in the fleet
and after the battle Shovell was knighted by King William on the deck of the flag ship.
The humble lad from Norfolk now had the status his naval exploits deserved.

English and Dutch ships engage the French Jacobite fleet at the Battle of Bantry Bay. Look and Learn Magazine
I made him
a
knight.

William of Orange.
BHC 3094 RMG 3094

William of Orange knighting Shovell aboard the Edgar		
Michael Foreman
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hovell was now given command of The Monk and ordered to patrol along the Irish
coast. On April 19th, 1690, Shovell led a daring raid of small boats into Dublin Bay
and in full view of the deposed James II took one of the French ships, The Pelican, as
a prize. The ex-King watched as his foot guards fell under a hail of fire directed by his
former midshipman and declared that Shovell was now his mortal enemy. Fresh from
this triumph, Shovell escorted King William and his army ashore at Carrickfergus as
they prepared the final showdown with James II.

Landing of William III at Carrickfergus, 14 June 1690. RMG BHC 0330

The painting shows King William in a barge about to land at Carrickfergus Castle in the middle of the picture at the
start of a campaign in which he successfully regained control of Ireland from the Catholic supporters of the deposed
King James II. The roofs of Carrickfergus can be glimpsed beyond the castle wall. In the right foreground is Shovell’s
squadron with his flagship, the Monck the large ship on the right flying the blue flag. It is surrounded by the yachts
that brought the king and his suite. In the centre, the yacht Mary still flies the Royal Standard although by this time
the king had transferred to his barge shown rowing round to the harbour entrance at the left of the castle. The
emphasis of the painting is on Shovell’s ship and perhaps his involvement in the event.

The Courageous Commander
‘Now noble brave Boys,
Let the sweet trumpeter sound
While seaman of trophies of honour are crowned
For gracious King William they fight til they dye
And scorn from the face of a tozy* to flye (*softy)
Sir brave Cloudesley Shovell sailed to Dublin Bay
And brought the brave Pelican frigate away.’
English Broadside Ballad Collection Cambridge University
Magdalene College Pepys 4.219
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he decisive clash between James II and William of Orange came at the Battle of
the Boyne on July 12th 1690. James suffered a crushing defeat and was forced to
flee for his life. Shovell, who had been promoted to Rear-Admiral of the Blue in June,
was ordered to intercept him but was too late to stop the last Catholic King of England
escaping to France.

The Flight of St James II after the Battle of Boyne 1690 Ireland. Peeps at History and an Irish ‘Gun money shilling.’ CTA

The Irish ‘Gun money’ coins were issued by James II during the Williamite War in Ireland between 1689 and
1691. They were minted in copper, brass or pewter and were designed to be redeemed for silver coins following
a Jacobite victory so bore the date in months to allow a gradual replacement. As James lost the war, that
replacement never took place.
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William of Orange and the Troubles of Northern Ireland
To understand the historical enmity between the Catholics and Protestants in Northern Ireland, it is necessary to
understand how it links to the history of the 17th century, and William of Orange. The most important link to the
folklore of Ulster was the Battle of the Boyne in 1690, in which the Protestants scored a massive victory over the
Catholics.
Mistrust and bad feeling resulting from the colonisation of Ireland by Protestant settlers were followed by
centuries of political and social segregation of Catholics and Protestants in all of Ireland. After the victory of
William of Orange (the Protestant challenger who deposed the Catholic king, James II), laws were enacted by
the all-Protestant Parliament of Ireland barring Catholics from all offices, land ownership, schooling, and other
avenues leading toward wealth and education. The violence that resulted from these laws escalated and led to the
British government considering ‘Home Rule’, a limited form of Irish self-government. Both Catholic and Protestant
extremists rejected this and the resulting compromise was the partitioning of Ireland into the Republic of Ireland
and Northern Ireland in 1920. As this satisfied neither side the simmering hatred between both sides broke out into
‘The Troubles’ with many people being killed by terrorists on both sides (Protestant Loyalist paramilitaries or the
Catholic I.R.A.), between the late 1860s and 1990s. In 1998 the Good Friday Peace Agreement promised a break
with the past but old problems continue to arise. In recent years this has been focused around the Orange Order
marches that continue to mark the anniversary of William of Orange’s victory at the Battle of the Boyne in 1690.

A Protestant house in Belfast with a mural remembering
the victory of William of Orange at the Boyne in 1690.

The Orange Order, pictured above marching
on the 12th July 2013, are an Irish Protestant
organisation. The order organises marches on
the 12th July each year to mark the anniversary
of William of Orange’s victory at the Battle of
the Boyne in 1690. These marches often lead to
conflict with Irish Catholics.

Orange Order anti home rule postcard 1914. Peter Daniel
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hovell’s decisive role in William of Orange’s Glorious Revolution established him
as one of the most powerful and influential men in England. He now wanted the
trappings that came with such status, a country estate and a wife and family to share
his wealth and success with. In 1691 he married Lady Elizabeth Narbrough, the widow
of his great friend John who had tragically died of fever in the West Indies three years
before. Shovel had won the respect of his King and a grateful nation, now he would win
the love and respect of Lady Elizabeth as a loving step father to her three children.

Sir Cloudesley Shovell. RMG BHC 3026
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In 1691, Shovell was given the honour
of escorting King William to the
Netherlands and was also appointed
Major to the First Marine Regiment, an
honorary commission, and subsequently
transferred to the Second Marine
Regiment as Lieutenant Colonel with a
promotion to Colonel in 1697.
Colonel of Marines. Look and Learn
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Sir Cloudesley Shovell married Elizabeth
Narbrough Neé Hill (pictured above) on 10th
March 1691 at Allhallows Staining near Fenchurch
Street in the City of London (left). Elizabeth’s
father, John Hill, was a Commissioner of the
Navy and very well connected in the City. He had
made his fortune trading with countries in the
Mediterranean so Elizabeth was a wealthy lady in
her own right.
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n 1692, Shovell was promoted to Rear Admiral of the Red and given command of
The Royal William. He was ordered to join Admiral Russell’s attempts to engage a
French fleet that was preparing to invade England and put James II back on the throne.
The two fleets clashed off Cape Barfleur on 19th May, 1692, and the French were
comprehensively defeated, with much of the subsequent credit going to Sir Cloudesley
Shovell for smashing their line of battle.

The Battle of Barfleur, 19 May 1692 Backhuysen, Ludolf. RMG BHC 0331

Early in 1692, James II was at Cherbourg, preparing to re-invade England with French help. On 17th May the French
fleet sailed from Brest and were attacked by a superior Anglo-Dutch force under Admiral Russell, off Cape Barfleur.
With a force half the size of the Anglo-Dutch fleet and hampered by fog, the French Admiral De Tourville put up a
brave fight. The focal point in the painting is de Tourville’s flagship Soleil Royal, shown in the middle distance to the
left of centre in close action with the allied fleet flagship Britannia, on her starboard side.

De Tourville

Admiral Edward
Russell 1st Earl of
Orford

Musée de la Marine

RMG BHC 2991
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n his moment of triumph at Barfleur Shovell was wounded in the thigh and nearly
died from blood poisoning. This robbed him of the chance of taking part in the
burning of the remnants of the Compte de Tourville’s French fleet, which had sought to
escape the English by taking refuge at La Hogue. The threat of invasion was now over
and Shovell returned to Portsmouth to recover from his wounds at nearby Fareham.

The Battle of La Hogue, 23 May 1692 Adriaen van Dienst. RMG BHC 0337

On 24th May 1692 in the Bay of La Hogue, the French flagship Soleil Royal as well as the Triomphant and the
Admirable were burned by the English.
Shovell’s key role in the defeat of the French fleet had stopped their plans of invasion
which finally put paid to James II’s hopes he could regain the English crown.
James II witnessed the burning of the French fleet at la Hogue Bay alongside
Admiral De Tourville and did not make himself popular with his French host by
declaring: ‘Who but my brave tars could do such a thing.’ These ’brave tars
were the same sailors he had once commanded as Admiral of the English
fleet.

Sir Cloudesley Shovell, with a valiant heart,
In this most glorious conquest bore a part;
His roaring cannons sunk them in the main,
From whence they never can return again.

Shovell was
a traitor!

King James II

The force of France he ne’er was known to fear,
But like a stout commander, vow’d to clear
The seas of French, or they should make his grave
And monument in a rough roaring wave.
Contemporary ballad ‘Naval Warfare of 1692’ CTA

RMG MNT 0191
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Cape Barfleur The Five Days Battle 19-23 May 1692

La Hogue
By 23rd May 1692 some of the French ships had escaped the Battle of
Barfleur to St. Malo in Brittany. British and Dutch fleet could not follow
them so they decided to attack the remnants of the French fleet in La
Hogue Bay, by one of the French invasion camps. Owing to the shallows
in the bay, 200 small boats were used for the attack. Shovell would have
led them had he not been wounded by a splinter in this thigh. At low
tide there was so little water under these boats that they were actually
engaged by French cavalry, and on more than one occasion seamen were
able to pull troopers off their horses with boat-hooks. Rooke fired all
the French ships lying in the bay, so shattering the hopes of James II and
humiliating Louis XIV. Admiral Russell and Vice-Admiral Rooke were later
knighted for their gallantry during these five days of fighting.
The British sailors did not all act as gallantly. Records show that the
Second-Lieutenant of The Swiftsure was court-martialed “for running into
the hold during the battle, and dismissed from the Service, after being
carried in a boat with a halter round his neck to each ship in the fleet,
where his crime was read.”
The firing of a French
ship at La Hogue.
Look and Learn
Magazine Archive
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arly in 1693, Shovell, Ralph Delavall and Henry Killigrew, were appointed as joint
admirals of the fleet.* This strange decision created confusion over who was really
in command and led to a disaster that nearly destroyed Shovell’s career. The joint
admirals were asked to provide an escort for the Smyrna convoy of wealthy merchant
ships heading for trade in the Levant (the area around Turkey). The naval escort lost
contact with the convoy and forty ships were captured and fifty destroyed by the
French. It was a financial disaster and the blame fell on the admirals.

The Prince sometimes
called the Royal Prince
displays the English red
ensign dating from 1620.
This ship was the flag
ship of the Duke of York
later James II and flies
his colours at the main
mast. This was the ship
that Shovell served under
him as Midshipman and
in 1693 he served in the
same ship, now renamed
as The Royal William as
Rear Admiral of the Red.

Peter Daniel

English blue ensign 1620

English white ensign 1620

English white ensign 1702-07

* The Red, the White and the Blue of the English fleet
For the Smyrna Convoy Shovell was nominally Admiral of the Blue squadron. There were three coloured squadrons
normally ranked in the order Red (as senior), White, Blue, and Admirals took rank according to this order. However
on the Smyrna convoy all of the admirals held equal status with no senior commander. This colour system dated
back to the reign of Elizabeth I. It created three classes of admirals using coloured flags. The Admiral’s squadron
wore a red flag, the Vice-Admiral’s wore a white and the Rear-Admiral’s wore a blue. As fleets grew in size during the
seventeenth century, the squadrons became too large for one admiral to control the movements of his squadron.
This led to three admirals being assigned to each squadron: a full Admiral in command, a Vice-Admiral as his second,
and a Rear-Admiral as his third in command. Thus there was now an Admiral of the Blue, Vice-Admiral of the Blue
and Rear-Admiral of the Blue, and so forth. In 1864 the Red White and Blue squadrons were abolished and the flags
assigned to the Merchant, auxiliary and Royal Navy’s respectively.
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hovell’s previous good service saved his career. King William forgave him and
promoted him to Vice Admiral of the Red so he could help the inexperienced
Admiral Lord Berkeley with an audacious plan to destroy the French fleet in Brest
harbour. William believed that a surprise attack by troops landed at Camaret Bay would
finally end the threat of a Jacobite* invasion from France. However the plans were
betrayed to the French and the attack was a disaster. Shovell’s ship, the Neptune helped
to rescue many of the survivors but his involvement was a further set back for him.
*Jacobitism refers to the
political movement in
Great Britain and Ireland
to restore the Roman
Catholic Stuart King James
II of England and his heirs
to the thrones of England,
Scotland and Ireland.

Plan of the Attack of Camaret Bay (1744), on the Coast of Bretagne, through which lies the Harbour of Brest. CTA
For Mr. Tindal’s continuation of Mr. Rapin’s History of England Explanation:
A
B
C

Shovell served
under Admiral
Lord Berkeley
(pictured) in
the disaster at
Cameret Bay.

D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L

The fleet at anchor.
Ships appointed to attack the Batteries of the Enemy which
are observed by using the Boats of the Cahn.
The same ships cannonading the Batteries of the Enemy and
favouring the descent.
Boats of soldiers for the descent.
Rocks on which seven of our ships stranded.
Entrenchments of the Enemy defended by infantry.
Battery playing upon the back part of the Entrenchment.
Round Tower mounted with cannon.
Batteries.
Batteries of Mortars.
Cavalry posted to observe us.
Cavalry that arrived after our retreat.

National Trust
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Shovell comes to Crayford

T

he newly wed Shovell would have welcomed a rest at this point but in 1695 he was
given the task of serving with Berkeley again to deal with the legendary French
privateer Jean Bart. Bart had already been captured once by the English but had made
a daring escape. Now he was using Dunkirk as a base to terrorise shipping in the
Channel. King William ordered that Dunkirk should be destroyed and insisted Shovell
take with him his Dutch Master of Ordnance, Willem Meesters. The Dutchman had
devised a plan to destroy the harbour piers with ships packed with explosives known as
infernals. However, none of these machines worked and Meesters fled back to England
blaming Berkeley and Shovell for his failure.

Jean Bart. Musée de la Marine

Jean Bart (21 October 1650 – 27 April 1702) a
French sailor who served the French crown as naval
commander and privateer. Many stories tell of the courage
of this giant of a man, (Bart was 2.04m tall), who became
a popular hero of the French Navy. He captured a total of
386 ships and also sank or burned a great number more.
The town of Dunkirk has honoured Jean Bart’s memory by
erecting a statue and by naming a public square after him.
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French Dunkirk Medal J Mauger 1695 RMG MEC0764

This French medal commemorates
the bombardment of Dunkirk, 1695.

D

espite this run of set backs in his career Shovell became M.P. for Rochester in October
1695. The Medway area was dominated by Chatham Dockyard and so by tradition
one of the two local M.P.s was always a navy man. Shovell was the man chosen for this
honour but lengthy periods at sea stopped him being an active politician. Nevertheless
he felt a great affection for the city and paid for the ornate plaster ceiling of the town’s
Guildhall and a clock house both of which can be seen to this day.

Shovell’s coat of arms are prominently displayed in
Rochester where his memory is kept alive.
Rochester Guildhall. CTA

Shovell obviously hoped that Rochester Guildhall would help
future generations remember him. The Guildhall, now an
excellent museum, was an inspiration for Charles Dickens
who knew it well when he grew up in Chatham. In his
famous book, Great Expectations he has his main character,
Pip, apprenticed to the blacksmith Joe Gargery in the
building that Sir Cloudesley Shovell so richly decked out.
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A

s M.P. for Rochester Shovell represented most of north west Kent in parliament,
so he decided that he and Lady Elizabeth should find a home in the area. In
1695 he bought May Place and its surrounding estate lands from the Draper family.
He lavished money on making his new Crayford home a place suitable for his three
step children John, James and Elizabeth Narbrough and his own daughters Elizabeth
and Ann.

Deptford
Greenwich

Chatham
Crayford

John Ogilby, The Road from Dover to London, Britannia Atlas (1675-the first British Road Atlas). CTA

Shovell’s Jacobean mansion at May Place was conveniently based for Shovell as it was situated on the main London
to Dover road, Watling Street. Crayford lay mid way between the Admiralty and Greenwich and Deptford Dockyards
in London and Chatham Dockyard where Shovell was based at this time.

Where did Shovell’s wealth come from?
To become a wealthy naval officer depended a lot on
how much money could be earned from taking prizes
(capturing enemy ships) or good voyages. In Shovell’s
time the Royal Navy was the most secure way of
shipping valuables like gold and silver around the
world. Commanders like Shovell could ask for 1% of
the value of the cargo as a fee for a ‘good voyage.’
Shovell invested his money in buying shares in
merchant ships to increase his wealth. In 1686 he
bought 1/16 of a ship called the Unity for £186 6s. By
1690 he had shares in four more ships.
May Place 1828, was then part of Crayford although it is
now part of the modern area of Barnehurst. CTA
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hovell had a very strong faith and when he was at home he regularly attended
services at St Paulinus. The church had been badly damaged by fire in 1628 and
needed drastic attention if it was to continue as Crayford’s parish church. In 1700 the
Crayford Rector, Gilbert Crockatt, approached Shovell for help and he paid for major
repairs to the building and a complete refurbishment of the interior.
In 1700 Shovell’s great wealth allowed him to restore
St Paulinus church. A plaque in the church erected in
1879 records the words of an earlier tribute:
‘This church and chancel,
Being of late much injured and decayed
Were restored and beautified at the proper charge and
sole expense
Of Sir Cloudesley Shovell Knight
Rear admiral of Great Britain
And Admiral and Commander in chief of the fleet.’

Illustration by Michael Foreman

In 1700 Shovell’s great wealth allowed him
to pay for a new reredos, (decorative altar
screen) a three tiered pulpit and box pews for
the parishioners comfort. He had the walls
re-plastered and the pillars painted white and a
new lower ceiling set over the nave.
Interior of St Paulinus Church
by William Hubbard c.1845
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A Favourite of Queen Anne

O

n the accession of Queen Anne, Shovell was promoted to Admiral of the White.
The War of the Spanish Succession (1702-13) had just begun and Shovell and
Sir George Rooke were ordered to seize the Spanish port of Cadiz. Their attack was
beaten off and Rooke attacked the harbour at Vigo instead to cover for his failure.
He gambled on finding the Spanish treasure fleet in port and literally hit the jackpot.
Rooke seized treasure worth £1,750,000, an unheard of fortune in those days, and
gave Shovell the task of transporting it home to a delighted Queen Anne.

Admiral Rooke’s attack at Vigo Bay					
Look and Learn Magazine Archive

Vigo coin

RMG E3815-1

Queen Anne ordered the minting of a
series of ‘Vigo’ coins out of treasure
captured by the British fleet at Vigo
Perhaps it was one of Shovell’s men
who changed the name of a pub near
Gravesend from the Upper Drovers to
the Vigo Inn which has resulted in a
village named Vigo.

Marines enter Vigo Bay to seize the Spanish treasure
Look and Learn Magazine Archive
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The Royal Charles

Fore mast

Main mast

Platform for
sailors working in
the rigging
Seaman adjusted
the sails to make best
use of the wind

Ratlines
were used as
ladders for
seaman going
a loft

Mizzen
mast

Officers
had private
cabins at the
stern

Guns
could fire a
shot a minute

Seaman
shared their
living quarters
with the guns

Illustration of The Royal Charles. Picture postcard CTA

The Royal Charles, named after Charles II was built in 1692. It was a 100 gun ship of the line. She
was renamed Queen in 1693 and Sir Cloudesley Shovell would command her in 1696-97 and 1702.
It was this ship he used to bring home the treasures seized at Vigo Bay.
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n November 24th, 1703 Shovell returned from a voyage to the Mediterranean
and anchored in the Gunfleet to the north of the Thames Estuary. He was eager
to get home but on the night of the 27th November he was caught up in a storm of
unprecedented savagery. The anchor line of Shovell’s ship, The Triumph, broke and
then his rudder was ripped from its mountings by the mountainous waves. With his
ship drifting towards destruction on the deadly Galloper sands, Shovell ordered his
crew to cut down their main mast and this decisive action saved the Triumph on a
night when the navy lost four ships and over 1,500 sailors perished.

The Great Storm of 1703 was the worst storm
in British history and killed 8,000 people.
Hundreds of vessels were lost, including four
Royal Navy men-of-war .

The Great Storm

Look and Learn Magazine Archive

The Great Storm, 26 November 1703.
RMG PY7410

Winds of up to 80mph killed 123
people and destroyed more than 400
windmills - many of which caught fire
due to their wildly-spinning sails. The
Robinson Crusoe author, Daniel Defoe,
reported seeing people and animals
lifted into the air, whilst in Whitstable in
Kent a ship was lifted from the sea and
dropped 250 yards in land. Famously
the wooden Eddystone lighthouse in
Plymouth collapsed into the sea.

Has any storm got close to the destruction of the
Great Storm of 1703?
In 1987, winds gusting up to 115mph caused
19 deaths and an estimated £1bn of damage.
In Crayford the storms felled trees across Old
Road (right) and the main rail line to London was
completely blocked.
Old Road October 1987. CTA
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n 1704 Shovell was to play a major role in a campaign, the outcome of which
continues to provoke controversy to this day. The English had coveted a base in the
Mediterranean ever since they had left Tangier. Gibraltar, ‘The Rock,’ was thought to
be impregnable but in 1704 Admirals Rooke, Shovell and Byng successfully besieged
it from the sea. Spain have continued to campaign for sovereignty of ’The Rock’ to be
returned to them ever since.

Admirals Shovell and George Rooke (pictured) masterminded the capture of Gibraltar in 1704.
Look and Learn Magazine

Gibraltar was captured during the War of the Spanish
Succession in 1704 and at the war’s end, Spain was
forced to give the territory to Britain under the terms of
the Treaty of Utrecht of 1713.
Gibraltar’s relationship with Spain has continued to be a
sensitive subject ever since. By 2002, Britain and Spain
had proposed an agreement to share sovereignty over
Gibraltar. However, it was opposed by the government
of Gibraltar, which put it to a referendum in November
2002. The agreement was rejected by 17,000 votes to
187 – a majority of 98.97%

The Spanish garrison surrenders Gibraltar 1704. CTA
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hen King Louis XIV heard that the English had taken Gibraltar he realised what
a threat this was to France. He put his son, the Compte de Toulouse, in charge
of the French fleet and ordered him to seize Gibraltar back for his Spanish allies.
On August 13th 1704 the two fleets clashed off Cape Malaga and the action ended
with honours even. The English fleet had been severely damaged but had held on to
Gibraltar.

Defeat of the French fleet by Sir Cloudesley Shovell
13th August 1704. CTA

The Battle of Malaga was one of the largest naval battles of
the eighteenth century. It was fought over the possession
of Gibraltar. It was a drawn battle, and honours were even
after the battle with both the French and Anglo-Dutch fleets
suffering heavy casualties. The engraving above shows the
moment when at the height of the battle Sir Cloudesley
Shovell’s flagship Barfleur after four hours hard pounding,
blew up the stern of French Admiral Villette’s flagship.
Shovell saved his great rival Admiral George Rooke (pictured)
by coming to his assistance by carrying out an incredible
piece of seamanship. He sailed his squadron backwards
to come to Rooke who was heavily outnumbered by the
French.

A portrait of Admiral Sir George Rooke (1650-1709), Michael Dahl.
RMG BHC 2978
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Rear Admiral of England

S

hovell returned to England with Rooke in September and on 13th January 1705 he
was appointed Rear Admiral of the Fleet. His journey from cabin boy to Admiral,
from the lowest to the highest rank in the navy, was nearly complete. In May he
was joint command of an expedition to the Mediterranean shared with the Earl of
Peterborough. The fleet and land forces laid seige to Barcelona and the ultimate success
of the campaign was largely due to Shovell’s command of the naval operations.

Defeat of the French fleet by Sir Cloudesley Shovell, 13th Aug, 1704. RMG BHC 0345

The Siege of Barcelona (illustrated above) took place
between 14th September and 19th October 1705,
during the War of the Spanish Succession when
a multinational Grand Alliance army led by Lord
Peterborough, supporting the Habsburg pretender to
the Spanish throne, captured the city of Barcelona from
its Franco-Spanish defenders. Peterborough’s land army
received close support from the navy commanded by Sir
Cloudesley Shovell from his flagship Britannia. The city
remained in Allied hands until 1714.

The Britannia. RMG PT 2557
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n 7th November 1706 Shovell was appointed Rear Admiral of England. He was
now at the height of his powers and was ordered in April 1707 to assist the Duke
of Savoy’s troops assault the French port of Toulon. When they met to plan the attack
Shovell was determined to prove to the aristocratic Duke that he was his equal. None
who attended the lavish feast he laid on in the cabin of his flagship, The Association,
could have doubted that this was true. Shovell’s presence at Toulon panicked the French
into scuttling their fleet in the port, but the Duke of Savoy failed to capture the city and
Shovell had to come to the rescue of his exhausted troops.

The Duke of Savoy. M.G. Clementi

Illustration by Michael Foreman

This Captain’s cabin from 1680 gives an
idea of how grand Shovell’s Association
would have been.

“Sir Cloudesley Shovell, though he was not one of the politest officers we ever had, showed a great deal of prudence
and address in the magnificent entertainment he made upon this occasion. The Duke (of Savoy), when he came
aboard The Association, found a guard of halberdiers, in the new liveries, at the great cabin door. At the upper end of
the table was set an armed chair with a crimson canopy, and everything was so well managed, that his royal highness
could not forbear saying to the admiral at dinner. “If your excellency had paid me a visit in Turin, I could scarcely have
treated you a as well.” “ The Naval Chronicle: Volume 33, January-July 1815
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The Wreck of the Association

S

hovell gathered together the Mediterranean fleet and set sail for England from
Gibraltar on September 29th 1707. He did not know it but he had less than a month
to live. The weather on this return journey was so bad it was impossible to make star
sightings to check their position and for this reason, Shovell thought they were further
eastward than they actually were. Legend has it that he hanged a sailor who warned him
of his error and that the man cursed him and his family with his dying breath. This story
has been repeated so many times people have come to accept it as true despite the fact
that no witnesses of the hanging would survive to tell the tale.

The legend of the curse on Sir Cloudesley Shovell may have
been started by the Scillonian folk poet Robert Maybee.
He was illiterate and his poem (pages 67, 68 & 69 ) was
part of the oral tradition of story telling on the island.
Legend has it that he hanged a sailor who warned him of
his error and that the man cursed him and his family by
reciting psalm 109 with his dying breath.
Psalm 109 (verses 9-13)
Pleas for Judgement of False Accusers
9. Let his children be fatherless,
And his wife a widow.
10. Let his children continually be vagabonds, and
beg; Let them seek their bread also from their
desolate places.
11. Let the creditor seize all that he has,
And let strangers plunder his labour.
12. Let there be none to extend mercy to him,
Nor let there be any to favour his fatherless children.
13. Let his posterity be cut off,
And in the generation following let their name be
blotted out.
Illustration by Michael Foreman

The Loss of Sir Cloudsley Shovell and his
Fleeton the 22nd October 1707
By Robert Maybee

Wrong you steer Sir Cloudesley sure
The rocks of Scilly shun;
Northern move, or no sailor here
Will see tomorrow’s sun.

Dark on the Gilstone’s rocky shore,
The mist came lowering down,
And night with all her deepening gloom,
Put on her sable crown.

Hold wretch, dare tell your Admiral
What dangers to evade:
I’ll hang you up on yon yard arm,
Before your prayers are said.

From sea a wailing sound is heard
And the sea mews shrilly cry,
And booming surge and shrieking birds
Proclaim strange danger nigh.

Oh Admiral before I die
Let someone read aloud
The one hundred and ninth dread Psalm
To all this sailor crowd.
continues on page 68
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A

s darkness fell on the night of the 22nd October, 1707 strong westerly winds
signalled that a storm was brewing. Shovell calculated that they were entering the
English Channel but, at some time between 17:00 and 16:00, canon fire signalled that
something was wrong. The light of St Agnes on the Scilly Isles had been spotted but the
warning had come too late. Of Shovell’s fleet of twenty one ships, six were swept onto
the Western rocks, and The Association, Romney, Eagle and Firebrand were wrecked.
Over 1,600 men lost their lives but some had miraculous escapes. Lord James Dursey’s
ship, The St George, was carried clear of the Gilstone rock by the same wave that took
The Association to her doom.

The wreck of The Association. RMG PAH 0710

De Windshoot (Gust) W. Van de Welde, 1707.
Rijksmuseum, Netherlands

Let it be done, cursed mutineer,
As if I know not how
To steer my ‘Association’ clear
Of every danger now.

How sad and awful was the sight,
How black and dark the shore;
Two thousand souls went down that night,
And ne’er saw daylight more.

The Psalm was read, the wretch was hung,
Drear darkness stalked around,
Whilst all aloft the dead man swung,
Three ships had struck the ground.

One man alone of that brave crew,
Was saved to tell the tale;
How swift and sure God’s vengeance came,
He can alone prevail.

How sad and awful was the sight,
How black and dark the shore;
Two thousand souls went down that night,
And ne’er saw daylight more.

Sir Cloudesley cursing floated by,
Mourning his falling star;
He and his dog did dying lie
Upon a hatch and spar

One man alone of that brave crew,
Was saved to tell the tale;
How swift and sure God’s vengeance came,
He can alone prevail.

All dead and torn, they came ashore,
Down on Porth Hellick sand.
Sir Cloudesley by his ring was known,
That glistened on his hand.
continues on page 69
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s there were no survivors nobody knows exactly what happened to Sir Cloudesley
Shovell after The Association hit the Gilstone rock. The most likely outcome,
considering that his body was found six miles from the wreck site, was that he got away
in his barge, along with his step-sons, John and James Narbrough, his Flag Captain
Edmund Loades and his pet greyhound Mumper and that they were drowned while
trying to get to shore. Their bodies together with Shovell’s chest were washed ashore at
Porth Hellick Cove on St Mary’s, and it would have been improbable that this could have
happened otherwise.

Sir Cloudesley Shovell is discovered on the shore by wreckers, 1707. Peter Daniel
continued from page 68

A soldier’s wife did find him there,
All stiff and dark and dead;
She gazed with awe on the body fair,
She took the ring and fled.

A soldier’s wife did find him there,
All stiff and dark and dead;
She gazed with awe on the body fair,
She took the ring and fled.

They buried him in the greensward here,
This day the place is seen,
For the grass has ne’er grown o’er the grave
Upon Porth Hellick Green.
Sir Cloudesley cursing floated by,
Mourning his falling star;
He and his dog did dying lie
Upon a hatch and spar

They buried him in the greensward here,
This day the place is seen,
For the grass has ne’er grown o’er the grave
Upon Porth Hellick Green.
So be not my friends too quick to judge,
With pride not to relate;
Be cautious, and bear well in mind
Poor Sir Cloudesley Shovell’s fate.

All dead and torn, they came ashore,
Down on Porth Hellick sand.
Sir Cloudesley by his ring was known,
That glistened on his hand.

By Robert Maybee (1810-1891)
The Scillonian Poet
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hovell’s grandson, the second Lord Romney, believed that Shovell managed to escape
from the doomed ship and was still alive when he reached shore. However, he was
murdered by a local woman who smothered him as he lay half drowned on the sand
so she could steal the large emerald and diamond ring she saw glistening on the dead
admiral’s lifeless hand. Thirty years later, this woman supposedly confessed to the
crime on her deathbed, and gave the ring to a priest, who sent it to the Earl of Berkeley,
who had given Shovell the ring.

A late Victorian photograph by F.W. Gibson of the temporary
grave of Rear Admiral Sir Cloudesley Shovell in the Scilly.

“He was one of the greatest SeaCommanders of our Age, or indeed that
ever this Island produced; of undaunted
Courage and Resolution, wonderful Presence
of Mind in the hottest Engagement, and of
consummate Skill and Experience: But more
than all this he was a just, generous, honest
and good Man. He made his own Fortune by
his Personal Merit alone; and from the lowest
raised himself to almost the highest Station in
the Navy.”

1879 print of Scilly Isles wreckers stripping Shovell’s body. CTA

The Life and Glorious Actions of Sir Cloudesley
Shovell, KT. Admiral of the Confederate Fleet in
the Mediterranean Sea, who was unfortunatel
Drown’d upon the 22d of October, 1707. Through
his ship the Association, splirting on the Rocks
near Scilly, in her passage from the Streights for
England, London 1707. p.2.
The Shovell memorial at Porth Hellick Cove, St Mary’s, Scilly Isles
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N

obody will ever know if the story that Shovell was murdered for his emerald ring
is true. What we do know, however, is that Shovell’s body was removed from its
temporary grave on the beach and taken to Plymouth aboard The Salisbury. Here it was
embalmed by Dr James Yonge before the long sorrowful procession to his town house in
Soho, London, where he lay in state for many days at Queen Anne’s expense.

An old lady steals Admiral Sir Cloudesley Shovell’s emerald ring. Illustration by Michael Foreman

A German wood cut showing the wreck of the Association. Peter Daniel

The scale of the disaster spread the news of what happened
across Europe.
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‘There is one circumstance relating to Sir
Clowdisley Shovell’s death that is known to very
few persons, namely; he was not drowned,
having got on shore where, by the confession of
an ancient woman, he was put to death. This
many years after, when on her deathbed, she
revealed to the minister of the Parish, declaring
she could not die in peace ‘till she had made this
confession, as she was led to commit this horrid
deed for the sake of plunder. She acknowledged
having, among other things, an emerald ring in
her possession, which she had been afraid to sell
lest it should lead to a discovery. This ring, which
she deliverd to the minister, was by him given to
James, Earl of Berkeley, at his particular request.
Sir Clowdisley Shovell and himself having lived on
the strictest footing of friendship.’
Letter from Shovell’s grandson Robert, 2nd Lord Romney
published in Charnock’s Biographia Navailis 1794

I

n the gloomy evening of December 22nd 1707, exactly two months to the day since
he had drowned, Shovell’s funeral procession left his town house in Soho Square
for Westminster Abbey. It was hoped that a night time funeral would draw a vast
crowd and that the homes along the route would be adorned with flags and candles to
recognise Shovell’s status as a national hero. None of this happened. Maybe the shock
of the disaster made people want to forget. Nevertheless the body was interred in a
lavish tomb paid for by Queen Ann who wanted to express her : ‘high regard to the
remains of a brave and faithful officer.’

ave
a br ficer
s
a
f
He w ithful o e a
a
m
f
t
and brough
.
e
o
wh for tun

Queen Anne (above left). CTA

Shovell’s Memorial. Westminster Abbey Muniment Archive

Shovell had brought home a £1,750,000 fortune from Vigo for Queen Anne. His tomb, which she commissioned from
Grinling Gibbons cost her £322.10s. It was the least she could do for her faithful officer who had made her a fortune!

No contemporary ballad on Shovell’s fate survived but the British Museum possesses
A New Elegy on the Lamented Death of Sir Cloudesley Shovell, from which the lines below are derived.
‘ The bulging Ship upon the Shore stuck fast,
And scarce two Minutes but she struck her last:
Was quite o’rewhelm’d with the next rolling Wave.
Aid and Endeavours were in vain to save
Whom Fate had destin’d to a Watery Grave.
There Shovel unamaz’d, by nature Brave,
Spreading his Arms embrac’d a briny Wave,
And where he had reign’d with Honour, made his grave.
A Man, till now, that e’er was fortunate Precisely Good and
regularly Great:
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The Nations Trust, and Sailor’s joy he prov’d
And still where e’re [he] came he was belov’d ;
None ever fought her Cause with more success,
None e’re did more—or ever boasted less ;
His early valour did proclaim his Worth
And help’d to set the growing Hero forth;
At Bantree, Beachy and at Malaga
The French too well his dauntless Conduct saw;
There you might see the Brittish glory shine,
And Shovel break th’ Impenetrable Line.’

L

ady Elizabeth was devastated when she heard the news, Not only had she lost Sir
Cloudesley, her husband, she had also lost her two sons John and James who had
been serving with their stepfather aboard The Association and her nephew Captain
Loades. In an effort to come to terms with the catastrophe she spent many hours with
the Reverend Gilbert Crockatt, the Rector of St Paulinus, who wrote her a special
consolatory letter in an effort to help her cope with her grief. Her sons were buried in
the Scilly Isles, but she had a memorial to them constructed at Knowlton parish church,
Kent. She was to live until 1732 and would not remarry.
Lady Shovell’s tomb, St Paulinus
church, Crayford. CTA

‘A Consolatory letter to
Lady Shovell’ (1708) by
the Rev. Gilbert Crockatt,
Rector of Crayford.
RMG Marsham Townsend
collection

He was t
he love o
f my
life and
a good fa
ther.

Lady Shovell Roy Precious Antiques

Lady Shovell’s two sons, Sir John and James Narbrough
were buried in Old Town Church on St Mary’s. They
have a memorial (above) in the parish church of
Knowlton, near Deal, Kent.
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Admiral Sir Cloudesley Shovell (1650-1707)
Childhood
1650

Cloudesley Shovell is born

1662 - 66

Early in his career Cloudesley went on voyages to the West Indies and South America with Myngs
and Narbrough.

Twenties
1672

On 22 January 1672 he became Midshipman on The Royal Prince and saw action at the Battle of
Sole Bay off the Suffolk coast on 28 May when a combined British and French fleet was surprised
and attacked by the Dutch, led by Admiral Michiel de Ruyter.

1673

On 21 August 1673, he again saw action, this time at the Battle of Texel.

1675

In 1675 he transferred to The Harwich and took part in a year long action against the pirate
stronghold at Tripoli.

1676

On 14 January 1676, Shovell lead a surprise attack on the pirates sinking a number of their ships.

1677

On 16 April 1677 Shovell was again appointed First Lieutenant aboard The Plymouth and just six
months later he received his first command as captain of The Sapphire.

Thirties
1689

In May 1689 Shovell served in the Nine Years’ War under Admiral Herbert.

Forties
1691

In 1691 Cloudesley Shovell married Elizabeth, Lady Narbrough (Nee Hill), the widow of his former
commander, Rear Admiral Sir John Narbrough.

1692

In 1692 he was appointed Rear Admiral of the Red and took part in the Battle of Cape Barfleur in May.

1693

In 1693 and 1694 Cloudesley was involved in further actions against the French in the English Channel.

Fifties
1702

In 1702 Shovell brought home Spanish treasure from Vigo after their capture by Admiral Rooke.

1704

In January he was appointed Rear-Admiral of England. He conquers Gibraltar with Admiral Rooke.

1707

Sir Cloudesley Shovell dies, aged 57 years old. Returning from Toulon Shovell drowns when his ship The
Association sinks off of the Scilly Isles.
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THE LONGITUDE PROBLEM
By Kathryn Spicer

The Longitude Problem
The magnitude of the disaster sent shock waves through the Admiralty. In addition to
the huge loss of lives The Association had been carrying huge quantities of gold and
silver to pay the army and all of this had now been lost. A debate began as to how such
an experienced admiral could have been involved in such a disaster. Something had
to be done to improve navigation at sea, and in particular how sailors could find their
longitude. On 8th July, 1714, the Longitude Act would set up a £20,000 prize to do this
and one man, John Harrison, would make his name.
In 1714, the British Government offered, by Act of Parliament,
£20,000 for a solution which could provide longitude to within
half-a-degree (2 minutes of time). The methods would be tested
on a ship sailing:
“...over the ocean, from Great Britain to any such Port in the
West Indies as those Commissioners Choose... without losing
their Longitude beyond the limits before mentioned
and should prove to be
...tried and found Practicable and Useful at Sea.”
A body known as the Board of Longitude was set up to
administer and judge the longitude prize. They received more
than a few weird and wonderful suggestions. Like squaring the
circle or inventing a perpetual motion machine, the phrase
‘finding the longitude’ became a sort of catchphrase for the
pursuits of fools and lunatics. Many people believed that the
problem simply could not be solved.

The Longitude Act 1714. RMG

There were so many crazy proposals for solving the
longitude problem that ‘longitude lunatic’ became
popular slang for anyone who was deluded.
This engraving, part of William Hogarth’s series of
prints entitled ‘The Rake’s Progress’, depicts the
inhabitants of Bedlam, London’s notorious insane
asylum. One man has a telescope (perhaps for
measuring lunar distances); another is shown staring
fixedly at a drawing he has scratched on to the wall of
a globe marked with lines of longitude and latitude,
a ship, the Moon, some geometrical diagrams and a
cannon firing a flare.
Longitude Lunatics from The Rake’s Progress
William Hogarth, 1735. RMG D7130
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Longitude is the angular distance east or west from a standard meridian, such as
Greenwich, to the meridian of any place. On global maps, longitude lines loop from
the North Pole to the South in great circles that converge at the ends of the Earth.
When trying to navigate your way across an open ocean, the ability to calculate
longitude is vital. An ignorance of longitude killed many early sailors, who could rely
only on instinct to find their destinations.

Latitude

Longitude

A Dutch Ship Scudding Before a Storm, Willem van de Velde the
Younger (1633-1707) RMG BHC 0905
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Early sailors were well aware of the principle behind calculating longitude. They knew
that for every 15 degrees travelled eastward, the local time moves forward one hour.
Likewise, they knew it moves back one hour for every 15 degrees travelled west. So,
they understood that if they had the local time at two points on Earth, they could use
the difference between them to calculate longitude. The problem was this; although
they could measure the local time, wherever they were, by observing the sun, sailors
also needed to know the time at a reference point such as Greenwich. And they only had
pendulum clocks, which were rendered hopelessly inaccurate by the motion of the sea.
Calculating Longitude
For a long time sailors knew that the
secret of knowing your place in the world
is to know the time at two locations.
For example, using the diagram left, if
it is midday at Greenwich but local time
aboard ship shows it is 10am then the
difference in longitude must be 2 x15
degrees = 30 degrees west, as local time
is behind Greenwich.
If the time aboard ship had said 2pm
when it was noon at Greenwich, then
the ship would be two hours ahead of
Greenwich time or 2 x 15 degrees = 30
degrees east.

A Chart of Anson’s Course in The Centurion
The chart demonstrates the danger behind a ship not knowing its longitude. Following Narbrough and Shovell’s
journey to the Pacific a generation before him Captain Anson wandered the South American coast in 1741 for weeks
trying to find his way around Cape Horn. By the time he returned in his ship The Centurion to England in 1744 only
188 men of the original 1,854 crew of his squadron of eight ships had survived.
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The Lunar Distance Method
King Charles II founded the Royal Observatory in 1675 to solve the problem of finding
longitude at sea. If an accurate catalogue of the positions of the stars could be made,
and the position of the Moon then measured accurately relative to the stars, the
Moon’s motion could be used as a natural clock to calculate Greenwich Time. Sailors
at sea could measure the Moon’s position relative to bright stars and use tables of the
Moon’s position, compiled at the Royal Observatory, to calculate the time at Greenwich.
This means of finding Longitude was known as the ‘Lunar Distance Method’.

The Royal Observatory, Greenwich

The Rev. Dr.Nevil Maskelyne (17321811) was a Commissioner of
the Board of Longitude, and so
was deeply involved in making
judgements for the Board of
Longitude.
Ship finding Greenwich time while at sea using the lunar distance method
The Lunar Distance is the angle between the Moon and a star (or the Sun). The altitudes of the two bodies are used
to make corrections and determine the time.
In the 1750s, German astronomer and map-maker Tobias Mayer, devised a lunar distance method for finding
longitude at sea. Sailors used a sextant to measure the angle between the moon and a star to establish the time in
Greenwich, England, and then compared it with the local time on board ship. This required very precise observations
of the sky, only possible following the invention of the achromatic telescope. English Astronomer Royal, Nevil
Maskelyne (above right) was a keen advocate of the lunar method over its rival claimant to the Board of Longitude’s
prize, John Harrison’s marine chronometer. Mayer’s widow received £3,000 for her husband’s work.
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The Timekeeper Method
The Timekeeper Method worked through a sailor comparing high noon at sea to the
time on his clock (set to Greenwich Mean Time). By finding the difference in time,
he could easily calculate his longitude. What was needed was an accurate clock that
would not lose time at sea. At the time this seemed an impossible task but one man
was not deterred by the size of the challenge. John Harrison was a working class joiner
who developed an obsession for creating high-precision clocks. Between 1730 and
1759, he produced a series of timekeepers, H1, H2 and H3. These were all large clocks
that had special balance mechanisms, which compensated for the motion of the sea.
They were accurate, but not accurate enough.
Harrison’s Marine Chronometer number 1 (H1) RMG D6783-1
Constructed between 1730 and 1735, H1 is essentially a portable version
of Harrison’s precision wooden clocks. It is spring-driven and only runs
for one day (the wooden clocks run for eight days). The moving parts are
controlled and counterbalanced by springs so that, unlike a pendulum
clock, H1 is independent of the direction of gravity.
In 1736, Harrison and his timekeeper travelled to Lisbon aboard the
ship The Centurion to test the clock, and returned on The Orford. H1
performed well in the trial; however, Harrison did not ask for a second
trial but, instead, requested financial assistance from the Board of
Longitude to make a second marine timekeeper.

Harrison’s Marine Chronometer
number 2 (H2) RMG D6784
H2 is of fundamentally the same design as H1.
Harrison began work on H2 in 1737 but in 1740
realised its design was wrong. The bar balances
did not always counter the motion of a ship, a
deficiency that could be corrected if the balances
were circular. Harrison requested more money
from the Board to work on a third timekeeper.

Harrison’s Marine Chronometer number
3 (H3) RMG D6785
Harrison worked on his third timekeeper from 1740 to 1759,
but it failed to reach the accuracy required by the Board of
Longitude. H3 incorporated two inventions of Harrison’s: a
bimetallic strip, to compensate the balance spring for the
effects of changes in temperature, and a caged roller bearing,
the ultimate version of his anti-friction devices.
Despite these innovations, work on H3 seemed to lead
nowhere and it convinced Harrison that the solution to the
longitude problem lay in an entirely different design.
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Harrison radically re-thought his design and in 1760 produced H4, a timekeeper that
resembled a large pocket watch. It was a revelation. It had a high-energy balance
which was less affected by the motion of the ship. In six weeks, it was out by just five
seconds; an accuracy three times better than that required to win the £20,000 prize.

Harrison’s Marine Chronometer number 4 (H4)
RMG F7024-00

Marine timekeeper, H4. This is Harrison’s
prize-winning longitude watch, completed in
1759. Harrison had been working on improving
watches as a sideline to his development of
the much larger H3. In 1753 a pocket watch
was made to Harrison’s design by watchmaker
John Jefferys. This went so well that Harrison
began to realise that it pointed to the longitude
solution - not in H3 but in smaller watches.
Work began on H4 in 1755 and, with its very
stable, high frequency balance, it proved the
successful design.

John Harrison by Thomas King 1767

Science Museum

On 24 March 2006 HRH The Duke of Edinburgh unveiled a memorial
stone for John Harrison. An inlaid brass and stainless steel strip (one
of Harrison’s inventions – a bimetallic strip) is placed through his
name with the longitude for the stone, 000º 7’ 35” W, inscribed on it
(this was calculated by the National Maritime Museum).
John Harrison Memorial
Westminster Abbey
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The Effects of Harrison’s Invention
Sadly Harrison was an old man of 79 when, in 1772, he finally received the
recognition, and prize money, he deserved, after King George III intervened on
his behalf. In the meantime Captain Cook had embarked on his second voyage of
discovery with a copy of H4 known as K1, which he referred to as “our faithful guide
through all the vicissitudes of climates”. Cook led the way for other British sailors to
follow. Harrison’s chronometer now gave them an accurate method of measuring
longitude, that allowed the Royal Navy to dominate the seas and ultimately establish
the British Empire.
The timekeeper was commissioned
by the Board of Longitude as a copy
of H4 in 1766 and was completed
in 1769. It was issued to Captain
James Cook on his second and third
great voyages of discovery to the
South Seas, after which it went with
Captain Arthur Phillip and the ‘First
Fleet’ to found the first colony in
Australia. It was then passed
to Vice Admiral Sir John Jervis in
HMS ‘Victory’, and returned to the
Board in 1802.
Captain Cook (left) 1775 –1776
Nathaniel Dance RMG BHC 2628

K1 Kendall Larcum’s
copy of Harrison’s H4
RMG ZAA 0038

The old saying was that “the sun never set on the British Empire”, which at its peak covered a
quarter of the world and a fifth of its population. Without the impetus given to the search for
the Longitude by the loss of Sir Cloudesley Shovell’s Association, another country may have
taken the lead in navigation and the history of the world would have been very different.
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The World’s Time Zones

gland
Greenwich, En

Another outcome of Harrison’s invention was the creation of
the world’s 24 time zones. Since Britain dominated the seas, the
basis for all the world’s time was set in Greenwich, at the Prime
Meridian. Every 15 degrees, east or west of Greenwich, an hour
is gained or lost, changing the time. Because of Sir Cloudesley
Shovell, and John Harrison, clocks everywhere are set based on
the time in London

The Royal Observatory in Greenwich and the
Meridian line. CTA
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THE DISCOVERY
OF THE
ASSOCIATION WRECK
By Kathryn Spicer

The Discovery of the wreck of the Association

I

n June 1967, the minesweeper, HMS Puttenham, equipped with twelve divers
under the command of Engineer-Lieutenant Roy Graham, sailed to the Isles of Scilly
and dropped anchor off Gilstone Ledge, just to the south-east of Bishop Rock and
close to the Western Rocks. Graham and his men managed to locate the remains
of Association on the Gilstone Ledge. Parts of the wreck are in 30 feet while others
can be found at between 90 and 120 feet as the sea floor falls away from the reef.
The divers first discovered a cannon, and on the third dive, silver and gold coins were
spotted underneath that cannon site could be reached due to its exposure so you can
imagine the trouble both working and surveying this site.

This French 18-pounder bronze gun, probably a trophy from the siege of Toulon (1707) was recovered from
the Association site in 1970. The main decoration shows the arms of France and Navarre surrounded by the
collars of the orders of St Michel and the St Esprit, surmounted by a crown. The gun carriage is modern.

The Scilly Isles, where The Association
wrecked and HMS Puttenham (right) the Navy
minesweeper used by divers to discover the
wreck of The Association.
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The Ministry of Defence initially suppressed news of the discovery for fear of
attracting treasure hunters, but word was soon out and excited huge national interest.
Two more teams joined the salvage - Blue Sea Divers and Roland Morris’s.  More
than 2,000 coins and other artefacts were recovered from the wreck site at that
time and auctioned by Sotheby’s in July 1969. Over the next 20 years 12,000 more
gold and silver coins and important artefacts were discovered. The re-discovery of
the Association and the finding of so many historical artefacts in her wreck also led to
more government legislation, notably the Protection of Wrecks Act 1973, passed in an
attempt to preserve British historic wreck sites as part of the maritime heritage.

Above divers excavate the site where the
Association sank.
Divers Terry Hiron and Jim Heslin and the St.Mary’s Receiver of
Wreck examine artefacts and treasure coin from The Association.
Below: A selection of artefacts found at the excavation
site where The Association sank.

A piece of the ship’s pulley
system made fom lignum
vitae, the tree of life, which
never rots, even under water.

Musket balls. The larger musket balls
are for muskets (rifles) and the smaller The main ship’s bell from The Eagle
found on the tearing ledge.
are for pistols, as well as a powder
measure for a pistol.

Anchor from The Association
A skull, bones and coins from the
excavation site.
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Buckles from the clothing of
sailors aboard the ship.

EDUCATION ACTIVITIES

RMG PU 2694

Writing a Newspaper Story
Introduction to the 5 Ws
Journalists often use the 5 Ws
system when writing a newspaper
report.
A newspaper report needs to
include all the relevant information
to inform the reader. It should also
be detailed, as facts and accounts
from witnesses add to the success
of a newspaper article.

Here is an example of
the 5
W system used for wr
iting a
newspaper report

The 5 Ws
All good journalists will ensure that a
newspaper article answers the 5 Ws:
Who? What? Where? When? Why?

Who? What? Where?
When? Why?
Further Detail
Opinion

Look at the example below and try the 5 W
system for yourself.

On the night of the 22nd October, 1707, he (Sir
Cloudesley Shovell) closed his brave career in a
sudden and melancholy manner. When returning
to England from the Mediterranean, by some
miscalculation his ships got amongst the rocks
of the Scilly Isles. His own vessel struck on a rock
about eight o’clock at night and went down,
drowning him and ever soul on board. Three other
vessels shared the same fate, only the captain and
twenty-four men of one of them escaping.

C Shovell.

RMG PAD 4581

Sir Cloudesley Shovell found by wreckers 1707. Peter Daniel
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Writing a Newspaper Story

Pall Mall Gazette, 6th July 1893. British Newspaper Library
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Writing a Newspaper Story
Activity
Read the article ‘The Death of Sir Cloudesley Shovell on page 92.
Record Who? What? Where? When? and Why? in the table below.

1. Who is the story about?

2. What happened?

3. Where did it happen?

4. When is the story about?

5. Why did it happen
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Newspaper Report Plan
Activity
First person accounts, thought, and feelings
Including first person accounts, as well as thoughts and feelings about an event, ensures the report
written in a newspaper is of high quality.
How might the people of St Mary’s in the Scilly Isles have felt when they discovered that Sir Cloudesley
Shovell’s ship Association had been wrecked? Many people on the island were very poor and relied on
plundering ship wrecks to make ends meet.

You will be able to use your ideas below when writing your newspaper report. Your ideas will be
very helpful when you include an eye witness account from the wreckers involved to strengthen
your report.
Write down the greedy thoughts that the
wreckers had when they first arrived?

Write down the guilty feelings that the
wreckers had afterwards?
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Newspaper Report Plan
Activity
Using the template below and the newspaper report plans completed on the previous two pages
write a newspaper report about the wreck of Sir Cloudesley Shovell’s Association, try to include
one character’s account to strengthen the quality of the newspaper.
Remember to use the Who? What? Where? When? and Why? questions when you are writing.

Headline:

Introduction (who? what? where? when? why?) :

Further detail (expand on one or two aspects of the story to provide more information) :

Eye-witness account (refer to the boy witness account, include this in the newspaper report) :

Conclusion (give a brief summary of your report) :
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Design a Coat of Arms for Sir Cloudesley Shovell
In the Middle Ages, and even still today, people were identified by their coat of arms. Often they were
in the shape of a shield, since they were used to identify people on the battlefield. The symbols used
on coats of arms were chosen to represent an individual or an entire family.
Many symbols are used on a coat of arms to represent an individual’s values, hobbies, personality,
family, or places with special meaning. Each symbol, picture, and colour has a different meaning.
Below are some examples of what knights and lords would have on their coat of arms in ancient times.

Colours

Animals

Symbols

Gold/Yellow - Generosity

Bear - Protection

Anchor - Hope
Antlers - Strength

White/Silver - Peace & Serenity Bee - Efficiency
Black - Grief & Devotion

Boar - Bravery

Arrow - Ready to Fight

Purple - Justice & Royalty

Bull - Bravery & Generosity

Axe - Faithfulness

Green - Hope& Joy

Camel - Patience

Castle - Safety

Red - Bravery & Strength

Deer - Peace & Harmony

Cross - Christianity

Blue - Truth & Loyalty

Dog - Loyalty

Crown - Authority

Dragon - Protection, Defence

Fleur-de-lis - Related to France

Eagle - Nobility, Alertness, Bravery

Hand - Faithfulness

Falcon - Leadership, Eagerness

Heart - Charity, Sincerity

Fox - Cleverness

Horse shoe - Good Luck

Horse - Readiness to Serve

Oak Tree - Strength

Lion - Courage

Ship - Men of the Sea

Peacock - Power, Beauty

Star - Nobility

Pelican - Devotion to Others

Sun - Glory, Splendour

Ram - Leadership

Sword - Justice, Honour

Raven - Devotion

Tower - Safety

Snake - Ambition & Wisdom

Tree - New Life

Tiger - Fierceness & Bravery

Grape Vine - Lasting Friendship

Unicorn - Extreme Courage

Wheel - Good Fortune
Find these symbols on
www.fleurdelis.com/meanings.htm
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Design a Coat of Arms
Coats of arms had different shapes inside them. They could be
divided into many sections, and the shapes had different meanings.
Study the arms shapes below and their meanings.
Coats of arms also included a motto on a banner at the bottom. Usually
a motto included characteristics or values the knight or his family
wanted to embody, to represent themselves in the very best way.
Here are a few examples of mottos:
•
•
•
•

With Greatest Honor
Always Faithful
True Friend
By God’s Grace

Arms of Sir Cloudesley Shovell

Quatered
Combination
of Two or
More Families.

Blank
Most Ancient
Shape, Usually
Represents a
Very Old Family.

Chevron
Authority,
Wisdom, and
Achievement
in Battle.

Chief
Authority,
Wisdom, and
Achievement
in Battle.

Pale
Military
Strength.

Fess
Honor.

The lion and anchor
signify that Shovell
showed courage
while at sea.

The flag of
St.George
signifies that
Shovell served the
English navy.

The two upside-down
crescents honour
Shovell’s victories
over Turkish pirates in
North Africa.

The guns, canon,
drums, and
weapons represent
Shovell’s time and
victory in military
service.

The fleur-de-lis
honours Shovell’s
ch
victory over the Fren
ry
nt
Ba
at the Battle of
s
Bay, after which he wa
knighted.
Sir Cloudesley Shovell was given his arms in 1692 by Queen Anne. The arms
reflected all the great things that he had achieved.
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Shovell’s motto
means ‘By God’s
Favour.’

Design a Coat of Arms
Activity
Use the template below to design your own version of Shovell’s coat of arms.
In each box, draw a symbol representing the corresponding event in Shovell’s
time-line (see the time-line on page 74). You can use symbols from traditional
coats of arms, or symbols representing Shovell’s life. Don’t forget to include a new
motto for Shovell in the banner below the coat of arms.
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Latitude & Longitude
A ship’s position at sea is found using measures of latitude and longitude. Sailors used these
measurements to track where their ship was relative to the coast. Latitude was easy for sailors
to find - they could use the sun and stars. Longitude was much harder to find - it required time
measurements, and it was very hard to keep accurate time aboard a ship.
Latitude - the measurement of an object’s north-south position on the globe, expressed in degrees.
Longitude - the measurement of an object’s east-west position on the globe, expressed in degrees.
Longitude is measured in 360ᵒ and latitude is measured in 180ᵒ
The Equator is the starting point of latitude - there the latitude is 0ᵒ. Everything north of it is
measured in Degrees North, between 0ᵒ and 90ᵒ; everything south of it is measured in Degrees
South, between 0ᵒ and 90ᵒ. The Prime Meridian at the Royal Observatory in Greenwich is the starting
point of longitude - there the longitude is 0. Everything east of it is measured in Degrees East,
between 0ᵒ and 180ᵒ; everything west of it is measured in Degrees West, between 0ᵒ and 180ᵒ.
Each coordinate point on the globe is measured in degrees, minutes and seconds. This is to make
the most accurate measurement possible.
Degrees are written with a ᵒ

Minutes with a ‘

Seconds with a “

For example: Shovell travelled to Valdivia, Chile when he was a young man. The precise
coordinates of Valdivia are 39ᵒ 50’ South, 73ᵒ 13’. More simply Valdivia is located at 39ᵒ South, 73ᵒ
West.
By Shovell’s time, sailors knew that the Earth moves 15ᵒ every hour while it rotates. This is why
sailors needed to be able to have accurate time on the ship. Time told them their longitude, since
1 hour away from Greenwich time = 15ᵒ of longitude.
Below Map of the World Encyclopedia Britanica

Cocknorth, Norfolk
53ᵒ N
2ᵒ E

Cuba
22ᵒ N
79ᵒ W
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Latitude & Longitude
Activity
The table below shows the important events in Sir Cloudesley Shovell’s life, and the latitude and
longitude points that show the events’ locations.
Use the coordinates to label the events in Shovell’s life (listed in the table below) on the globe on
page 101, the first two have been done for you.

Year
1650
1662
1666
1669
1673
1685
1689
1695
1702
1704
1707

Event

Location

Shovell is born.

Cockthorpe, Norfolk (England)

Shovell goes on his first voyage with Sir
Christopher Myngs.
Shovell volunteers to swim for help with
a message during the Battle of Solebay
against the Dutch.
Shovell sails under Sir John Narbrough for
the first time.
Shovell leads a rescue mission to retrieve
captured English sailors.
Shovell supports Prince William of Orange
against James II.
Shovell is knighted by King William for his
bravery at the Battle of Bantry Bay against
the French.
Shovell becomes Rochester’s M.P. and
moves to Crayford.
Shovell helps to capture a Spanish port
and brings £1,750,000 of treasure back to
Queen Anne.
Shovell helps to capture Gibraltar from
Spain.
Shovell dies in the shipwrecks of the
Association.

100

53ᵒ North, 2ᵒ East
Cuba
22ᵒ North, 79ᵒ West
Sole Bay, England
51ᵒ North, 2ᵒ East
Strait of Magellan
53ᵒ South, 70ᵒ West
Tripoli
33ᵒ North, 13ᵒ East
English Channel
53ᵒ North, 2ᵒ East
Bantry Bay, Ireland
51ᵒ North, 9ᵒ West
May Place, Crayford
51ᵒ North, 0ᵒ East
Vigo, Spain
42ᵒ North, 8ᵒ West
Gibraltar, Spain
36ᵒ North, 5ᵒ West
Scilly Isles
50ᵒ North, 6ᵒ East

Activity

Cuba
22ᵒ N
79ᵒ W

Cocknorth,
Norfolk
53ᵒ N
2ᵒ E

Use the coordinates listed in the table on page 100, to label the events in Shovell’s life on the globe
below, the first two have been done for you.
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Playwriting
On 14th January 1676, Sir Cloudesley Shovell led a courageous rescue mission in Tripoli, saving the
crews of two English merchant ships from slavery in North Africa and winning treasure in piecesof-eight worth thousands of pounds. Rev. Henry Teonge, a clergyman from Warwickshire, was the
chaplain in Sir John Narbrough’s fleet, and he wrote a detailed diary of his voyage. Look at the excerpt
from his diary on page 38 about Shovell’s heroic deed. Artist Wilhelm Van de Welde the Younger
represented this event in his painting A Fight in Boats with Barbary Pirates. You can see this painting
in the Royal Maritime Museum in Greenwich.

A fight in boats with Barbary pirates W van de Welde (Younger) RMG 101776

1. Read through Rev. Teonge’s diary on page 38 and study the picture above.
2. Using the template on the next page, turn the diary excerpt and picture into a playscript.
3. With a partner, write a scene about Shovell’s rescue mission that includes three characters
from the painting (one needs to be Shovell).
4. You will need to create a cast list that includes 4 characters, one needs to be Cloudesley and
another a pirate, the rest of the characters are up to you.
5. Decide on a title for the scene and describe where the action is set.
6. Create dialogue for each character, by considering: How the sailors and pirates feel about one
another, how the pirates feel about Shovell’s attack - eg. angry, surprised, frightened? How are
the sailors behaving and what are they saying? What is Shovell doing and saying?
7. Add bracketed stage directions for each character and ensure their names are clearly
listed in the left-hand margin. Stage directions are instructions for the actors like movement,
position, or tone.
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Playwriting
CAST LIST:

r
Write you
ere
h
cast list

1. Cloudesley Shovell
2.
3.
4.

Rescue Mission in Tripoli
Set the scen

e

SCENE SETTING

Write the name
of each of your
characters

Give your
le
scene a tit

Add stag
e direction
s for each
character
in the bra
ckets

(
(
(
(

)
)
)
)

Use this pa
ge
and the nex
t
to turn the
text
from the dia
ry
on page 97
into
dialogue fo
r
your scene
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