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CRAY (Crayford Reminiscence and Youth) received a National Lottery Heritage Fund grant of £77,801 
for their project- The Vindication of Christmas: The 375th Anniversary of Crayford and the Second 
Civil War.  Working closely with Bexley Local Studies and Archives, the project aimed to mark key 
local anniversaries from the English Civil War between June 2022 and June 2023 and to bring the 
story to local schools (St Paulinus CE; Old Bexley CE; Holy Trinity CE and River Mill Primary schools). 
 
One Crayford rector, Dr Thomas Vane, was Charles I’s Chaplain Extraordinaire. Another, poet Edward 
May, took up arms for the King in the 2nd Civil War in 1648. A third, Puritan Thomas Thorowgood, 
was involved in Parliament’s crack down on Christmas and was present at the trial of Charles I for 
treason in 1649. A fourth, David Clarkson sparked a mini Civil War in Crayford with deposed rector 
Edward May.  
 
CRAY trained local young people, Ruby and Lotte Daniel; Ella-Marie and Jessie Dawson-Asaam;      
Sophia Mufti; Rachel Poku; Rakhmat Mustapha; Molly Eagle; Brianna Stelfox and Jess                           
Springham to work on researching stories. You can see their film that includes a 3DVR recreation of 
Crayford in 1648 on our website: www.crayfordhistory.org.uk 
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Puritan Baxter believed he saw the seeds of the English Civil War  

in 1620. Crayford’s experience reflected his view that: 

 'The Warre was begun in our 
streets before the King or Parliament  

had any Armies.'.  
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At Christmas 2020, the government was forced to announce to the nation that, ‘Christmas cannot 

continue as planned.’  The Covid 19 epidemic had effectively cancelled Christmas. This was not the 

first time that Parliament had cancelled Christmas. In 1644, during the English Civil War, a decree was 

issued that banned the celebration of Christmas.  By a strange twist of fate, this decree was issued on 

the same date as it was in 2020, 19th December. This inspired CRAY to take on this project. 

John Taylor, a Thames       
waterman and self taught 
poet, knew how most  
people loved Christmas 
and therefore fought the 
ban that was imposed  
during the English Civil 
war.  He felt that the order 
to close churches on 
Christmas Day and open 
shops had ‘turned the 
world upside down.’ Taylor 
personified Christmas to 
argue his case. His 
‘Christmas’ helped create 
our idea of  Santa!           
Taylor’s 1652 pamphlet, 
‘The Vindication of               
Christmas’ gave CRAY the 
title for our project that 
explores how a rebellion 
over Christmas dragged 
the people of our town 
into the Second Civil War. 

John Taylor's pamphlets The Vindication of Christmas (1652) and"The World Turnd Upside Down,” (1647)  

John Taylor portrait Waterman’s Hall 

Christmas lockdown announcement  on BBC 19th December 2020 Ordinance banning the celebrations of Christmas 1644 

 The  25th  December 

Of Christmas  

Vindication  
1647 

 Can any Christian or Colchester man tell poor old  
Christmas Day where he is?  Is this England or Turkey that 

I am in? Or is this London or Constantinople that gives 
me no better entertainment!    
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Before the Civil War, the publication of the King James Bible, in 1611,  allowed a wider public to 

read and interpret the Bible for themselves. Puritans (strict Protestants) objected to Christmas       

because there was no mention of December 25th in the New Testament.  They also believed the 

date of Christmas was Pagan in origin, and was linked to the Roman festivals of Sol Invictus and  

Saturnalia. These had taken place during the December Winter Solstice and their dates had been 

adopted by the early Christian church.  The Puritans also disliked the name CHRISTMAS, (Christ’s 

Mass) because of its obvious links to the Catholic mass or church service.  Puritans believed the 

Catholic church had encouraged Christmas to become a drunken celebration of excess. 

  

There is no mention in the Bible that Christmas 

was on the 25th December.  Those that celebrate 

on that day are marking a Roman Pagan festival. 

Puritans v Christmas 
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We believe that           

nobody should work 

or play on Sundays. 

The 10          

Commandments 

were central to 

their beliefs. 

Commandment 

No. 4 became a 

battleground. 

    Puritans believed that their faith must be based only on the words of the Bible. 

The Ten Commandments Exodus 20 3-17 

Football, archery, leaping, vaulting, morris dancing 

and drinking should not take place on a Sunday.  

Acting too is the work of the Devil and women who 

act are harlots! 

17th century sports from Orbis Sensalum Pictus 1658 

 The Sabbatarians 
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They shalt not take 

false idols 

    Puritans believed that their faith must be based only on the words of the Bible. 

The Ten Commandments Exodus 20 3-17 

Commandment 

No. 2 also became 

a battleground.  

Puritans thought 

that stained glass 

windows, crucifixes 

and statues were 

‘Papist’ idols and 

needed to be            

removed. 

Puritan iconoclasts destroyed church statues and stained 

glass windows.  In Crayford, they battled with rector Dr 

Vane to have the altar rails removed at St Paulinus church. 

Destruction of the Queen’s Chapel, Somerset House  1643 

The Iconoclasts  
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The rector board at St Paulinus church, Crayford, does not show the name of Thomas Thorowgood, 

who was rector from 1647 to at least 1649.  His absence is explained with the words: ‘And others   

intruded by Parliament.’ Puritan Thorowgood was a member of the Westminster Assembly of            

Divines. This was a council of divines (theologians) and members of the English Parliament appointed 

from 1643 to 1653 to restructure the Church of England. They drafted their own version of the Book 

of Common Prayer and played a decisive role in issuing the Parliamentary Ordinance of 1644, which 

advocated the banning of Christmas. In 1644, Thorowgood had been the Puritan rector of Grimston 

in Norfolk.  In 1646, after Parliament’s victory in the First Civil War, and anticipating that the                     

Assembly would now be busier than ever, Thorowgood resigned from his post in Norfolk.  He then 

used his influential position with the Divines to take up the position of rector of Crayford in 1647. 

  

‘I moved publiquely that we might adjourne on Christmes day, 
some spoke against it but the adjournement then prevailed.’                                                                  

Reverend Thomas Thorowgood 

The Crayford rector board ‘and those intruded by Parliament.’ Westminster Assembly of Divines in 1647.  

tHomas thorowgood 

And the Westminster           

Assembly of Divines 
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On Christmas Day 1644, Crayford’s Future rector, Thomas 

thorowgood addressed the Westminster Assembly of               

Divines  Thomas Thorowgood stared around Westminster Abbey’s Jerusalem Room at his          

fellow members  of the Westminster Assembly of Divines. Amongst all of the clergy of England, the 

task of shaping a reformed Church of England had fallen to them.  Before he began speaking,  

Thomas felt a surge of confidence flowing through him. He knew this was because he was one of 

the Godly, one of the select few chosen by God for salvation. Today was Christmas Day, 1644, and 

the honour of giving the sermon, on this of all days, had fallen to him.  Five days before, on the 19th 

December, they had debated what to do about the celebration of Christmas Day, which this year 

had fallen on one of Parliament's designated fast days.  Like most of those gathered in the room 

Thomas had argued that all churches must close and every shop in England open on the 25th         

December.  There was no reference to this date in the Bible and many of the esteemed clergy          

clustered before him had argued that the 25th December was a remnant of a Pagan past, based on 

the Roman festival of Sol Invictus.  Thomas knew that God was on the side of Parliament, as he had 

given them a great victory over the King at Marston Moor back in July.  This had been achieved with 

the help of the Scots and now all of England must fall in line with the Scottish Kirk and ban the            

celebration of Christmas in gratitude for God’s favour.                            (By Lotte and Ruby Daniel-CRAY) 

Thomas Thorowgood preaching his sermon on Christmas Day 1644 to the Westminster Assembly  Kate Morton  

1644 

Christmas ban 1644 
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Thorowgood’s faith was solidly based on his interpretation of an English Bible.  Nowhere in the 

New Testament was a date given for Christmas.  This troubled Thorowgood and the other ‘Divines’ 

who sought to understand why Christmas was celebrated in December.  They were horrified to       

discover that the 25th December had Pagan roots. 

Stuart 12th Night  celebrations                                                               

at the Banqueting Hall 

Puritan anger at Christmas excess became focussed on the Stuart Royal Family and the 12th Night 

(Epiphany) Christmas celebrations they held at the Banqueting Hall in Whitehall. These began in 

the reign of King James I with, ’The Masque of Blackness,’ staged on 6th January, 1605. Puritans 

raged against the drinking and dancing and the extravagant cost of this Christmas production by 

Ben Jonson and Inigo Jones. Puritans, who were already seeking to ban Christmas celebrations, 

were  outraged to discover that King James’ wife, Queen Anne of Denmark, had performed in the 

role of an African princess from Niger.  They abhorred the theatre, but had a particular dislike of 

women performing on stage.  

  

Queen Anne performs in, ‘The Masque of Blackness’ at the Banqueting Hall, Whitehall, on 12th Night, 1605.  Kate Morton. 

Stuart 12th Night Excess 

(By Rachel Poku  and Rakhmat Mustapha  CRAY) 
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Ben Johnson’s Masque of 

Blackness at the Banqueting 

Hall, Whitehall 1605 had set 

and costumes designed by 

Inigo Jones.     

We object to King James I and Queen Anne, 

and their 12th night masques at the Banqueting 

Hall. Christmas is a Pagan festival and their           

extravagance sets a bad example! 

At 12th Night, 1605, Queen Anne was a Daughter of Niger in Ben Johnson’s ‘Masque of Blackness’ 

King James I, had Inigo Jones design the Banqueting House in 1622. King 

Charles I and Queen Henrietta-Maria, stage many 12th Night Christmas  

masques here. It is a symbol of everything we Puritans despise. 

The                                                                                                                                   

Torchbearer  

1605 

Oceania                                                                                                                      

Torchbearer  

Daughter                                                                                                                     

of Niger 

12th Night Xmas Masques 

At the Banqueting hall, Whitehall 
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"For were the 
world, with all his 

wealth, a ring, 

Britannia, whose 
new name makes 
all tongues sing, 

Might be a                 
diamant worthy  

to inchase it"                   
Aethiopia  

Masque of                  

Blackness "Ruled by a sun, that to this height doth grace it.”   

Charles I & Henrietta Maria Departing for the Chase 1630 Daniel Myrtens 

The Royal African Company (RAC) was an set up in 1660 by the Stuarts 

and was led by the Duke of York, brother of Charles II and later King James II 

Gold Guineas bearing the Elephant 

and Castle were coins first issued by 

the RAC as part of the slave trade.  

James I 

Playwright Ben Johnson sought to honour King James I with, ‘The Masque of Blackness.’ The King is 

compared to the sun, shining brightly enough to bleach the skin of African goddesses, who are        

dismayed by their skin colour.  Johnson’s masque emphasised that the Stuart’s power extended  

beyond these shores.  James’s grandsons, Charles II and James, Duke of York, would later set up the 

Royal African Company in 1660 to establish this power at the start of the Empire.   

tHe Masque of Blackness 
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Of the Life, Reigne, and Death of William Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury.  1644       National Archives 

PART  1: 

Charles I & 

The Puritans 

1625-1642 
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I think I 

should rule 

In 1625 Charles I became KING.  He believed 

in the DIVINE RIGHT OF KINGS, 

which was a belief that he ruled as God’s 

chosen representative on earth.  

Good idea! Too right! 

Charles also married in 1625 to Queen HENRIETTA 

MARIA, a French CATHOLIC, which angered  a     

parliament of PURITAN (Strict Protestants) MPs. 

Je suis Catholique 

mon cher Charles. 

1625 

1625 was also the year 

that Puritans             
William and 

Mary Draper            

inherited the manor 

of Crayford from  

William’s father        

Robert. They lived at 
May Place House. William and Mary Draper 

William brought home the 

strict Protestant ideas of John 

Calvin from his visits to            

Europe. Whether by chance, or 

not, the Crayford Fayre, which 

had been held on the Catholic 

festival of the Virgin Mary (7 

Sept) since 1397, (Richard II)  

ended in 1625 when he took 

over the manor. 

Draper traded 

with Dutch. 

The Drapers brought          

linen bleaching to Crayford 

1625 

The Dover road brought travelling 

performers to Crayford 

 

St George and 

the dragon 

No more Crayford mummers, Maypoles and Morris men 

I believe in Predestination. God 

has already chosen those to be saved. 

William was a            

Merchant Tailor. His 

cloth trade linked him 

with Calvinist Holland. 

My wife 

and I are 

part of 

the elect 
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Mummers and Maypoles: The Crayford Fayre by Kate Morton          

Crayford fayre 1397-1625 

Crayford’s fayre had taken place since the reign of Richard II in 1397. It took place on the Catholic 

festival of the birth of the Virgin Mary, on September 7th.   It came to an end in 1625 

and would not be restored until 1823. It could be that the plague outbreak in 1625 was the initial 

reason that the fayre ended, but that it was not resurrected, was probably due to the arrival of 

Puritan William Draper.  Maypole dancing and the performance of traditional mummers’ plays, 

like St George and the Dragon were not looked on favourably by Puritans. Traditionalist rector Dr 

Thomas Vane and his curate Edward May, would have approved of these old traditions.                                          

William Draper 

Dr Thomas Vane 

Dr Vane: Crayford’s High Church rector 

The story of Crayford during the English Civil War is the story of England in miniature. Crayford 

rector, Dr Thomas Vane, was a high church Anglican, who was part of the Vane/Fane family, an 

old, established, aristocratic, Kent family.  It was through his relative, Sir Francis Fane, Earl of 

Westmoreland, that he was appointed as Rector of St Paulinus church, Crayford in 1627.  Vane 

soon clashed with Puritan parishioners, like William and Mary Draper of May Place, Crayford. As 

cloth traders the Drapers had adopted a strict, Puritan, ideology due to their trade links with            

Calvinist Holland. After William’s arrival in Crayford in 1625, the Crayford Fayre, which had been 

held on the Catholic festival of the Virgin Mary (7th Sept) since 1397, was halted and would not 

be revived until the 19th century.  

Mummers and May poles 
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Dr Vane was an Arminian follower of       

Laud, who believed in a uniform English 

church, led by its bishops under the King. 

1618 

In the 17th century many sports and leisure activities like acting took place on a Sunday, as it was the 

working man’s day of rest.  Calvinist Presbyterians, like the Drapers tried to stop these activities on 

the ‘Lord’s Day’.  This was despite James I’s ’Book of sports (1618)’ which made it law that as long 

as anyone attended church on Sunday morning the rest of the day was theirs to enjoy. 

1627 

Tom was the best man to 

be Crayford rector…and 

he’s also my cousin. 

Frances Fane                                         

Earl of                          

Westmoreland 

Dr Thomas Vane Rector of Crayford &                                         

CHaplain Extraordinaire to                               

King Charles I 

King-

Charles I  

Henrietta 

-Maria 

In 1627, Dr 

Thomas Vane, a 

man with very            

different beliefs to 

William Draper,  

became rector of 

Crayford. Vane was 

Charles I’s chaplain 

and an admirer of 

his Catholic queen. 

Jacobus             

Arminius 

William  

Laud 

I rejected  

Calvin 

 Charles I agreed with Laud and would later make him Archbishop of Canterbury. He issued a Book 

of Common Prayer and enforced the use of the King James Bible (1611) to bring this about. 

My place as King is            

confirmed by the                        

Church of England’s             

hierarchy. King 

Charles I  

Crayford was on the Dover road, so its fayre was very popular with 

touring actors known as mummers.  Puritans despised them. 

You are all 

free to enjoy 

Sunday sport 
James I 

I’m extraordinary 
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In 1633, King Charles I decided to make a stand against the Puritan attack on traditional sports and 

pastimes by reissuing his father’s Book of Sports. Dr Thomas Vane read it to his parishioners in 

Crayford, informing them that, as long as they attended Sunday services, they were free to enjoy 

themselves.  Elsewhere in Kent,  the Puritan, Richard ‘Blue Dick’ Culmer took a stand against, ‘The 

Book of Sports,’ as he believed it went against the Ten Commandments and keeping the Sabbath. 

‘And he being at liberty to preach, was presently called by Dr Robert  Austin (now 
living) to be his Assistant at Harbledown, nearCanterbury, where he preached        
divers years, and had very many Auditors from that famous City. But there also he 
was persecuted for his actings against drunkennesse, and against prophaning the  
Sabbath byCrickit playing before his door, to spite him, which when he had reproved 
privately and publickly, they removed that sport to a field near the Woods, where they 
threw stones at his Sonnes,’  

‘A PARISH LOOKING-GLASSE FOR Persecutors of Ministers.’      Richard Culmer Junior 

Richard ‘Blue Dick’ Culmer was arrested in 

1635 for refusing to read Charles I Book of 

Sports. He clashed with his Kent parish too. 

Culmer was known as ‘Blue Dick’ because he 

always wore a blue cassock for services. 

 

tHe Book of Sports 

(By Molly Eagle CRAY) 
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“The Warre was began in our 
streets before the King and 

the Parliament had any                  
armies” 

Richard Baxter 

 Some Puritans left for north 

America to find religious 

freedom. Crayford           

Puritan, William 

Claiborne, emigrated to 

Jamestown, Virginia in 1621 

and founded a major trading 

port, Kent Island. He later 

governed Virginia and           

Maryland for Parliament. 

Mary Draper’s father  
Richard Cresheld 

MP contested this 

with the PETITION 

of RIGHT (1628).  

William Claiborne 
1600-1677 

C 
 To win over English Puritans, 

Charles I planned to help his       

sister Elisabeth’s protestant 

Palatinate, in its fight against 

Catholic Spain.  To fund this 

war, he raised money without 

Parliament through a Forced 

Loan (1626), and imprisoned 

(without trial) those who              

refused to pay it.  

Elisabeth of 

the Palatinate 

Cresheld spoke in a debate on the Five Knights' case, stating that to imprison men without  
trial was against the "fundamental laws and liberties" of England, set out in MAGNA CARTA. 

The act of power in imprisoning and confining his Majesty's                 

subjects in such manner without any declaration of the cause, is 

against the fundamental laws and liberties of this realm  

Richard Cresheld 

1628 

The King cannot 

be above the law 

The divisions between King and 

parliament  began to be reflected in 

towns and villages across England.  
Puritan Richard Baxter  

believed it was in these years that 

the seeds of civil war were sown.  

Crayford’s own divisions would 

prove Baxter’s point. 

 

I cannot bare it any 

longer. Parliament 

is dissolved! 

Parliament 

Dissolved 
1629-1640 

In 1629 Charles dissolved Parliament.  

1621 

1629 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Five_Knights%27_case
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In Crayford, vicious             

arguments took place 

about where the          

communion table should 

be placed in the restored 

church.   

On 23rd July, 1628, when most Crayfordians were in the harvest fields, St Paulinus church burnt 

down. Damage was put at £1000 (£180,000 in today’s money).  Between them, William Draper and 

Dr Vane had to decide how to rebuild the church.  There were many disagreements on how to do this. 

Charles I, as Head of the 

Church of England,            

imposed his ideas on how 

people should worship. 

Charles I believed in the 
“Beauty of holIness”  

Puritans rejected his views as 

the ’smells and bells’ of 

‘Popery’ -  the devil’s work, 

and opposed the King. 

Communion          

tables must  be 

railed in!  

We reject the sorcery of 

the Catholic mass. The 

statues, windows and 

crucifixes are idols ! 

1628 

 Whereas upon some difference        
arising amongst you about the          

decent and reverend ministringe and 
receavinge of holy communion in 
the chancel of the said church of 

Crayford (the parishioners) shall in 
decent and reverend manner           

humbly kneeling upon their knees 
….receive the  holy communion 
and sacrament of the body and 
bloode of our lord and saviour               

Jesus Christ . George Abbott  

Archbishop of Canterbury 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, George Abbott, was called in to settle the argument between Dr  

Thomas Vane and some of his Puritan parishioners. He found in favour of Vane that people should 

kneel before a railed altar at communion.  The Puritans couldn’t accept this and swore revenge. 

1633 
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     The Aftermath of the 1628 Fire                    

A disastrous fire happened in 1628, which consumed the roof 
and robbed St Paulinus church of practically all of its ancient 
monuments, save that to Blanche Marler, who died in 1608. The 
fire came only a year after Dr Vane had become rector, and for 
the Puritans in the parish this must have seemed like a             
judgement from God on his traditional ‘Catholic’ views. 

The fire spared the fifteenth - century tower and the early           
volumes of parish registers escaped too.   The church had to be 
closed until new roofs were made for the naves and other              
repairs were completed.  Inside the building, at the East End of 
the south nave, is a beam in the roof bearing the date 1630.  
This dates the roof and the new pulpit, that was created to            
replace the one that had been destroyed.   

Terrible arguments occurred between Dr Vane and some of his 
Puritan parishioners, about how the church should be restored.  
This focussed on the use of altar rails and the positioning of the 
altar in the church.  Vane wished to keep the traditional,          
Catholic, altar rail, where parishioners would kneel for            
communion.  This was seen as ‘Papist’ or ‘Catholic’ by some.  
The dispute brought the Archbishop of Canterbury himself to 
Crayford, who settled in favour of Dr Vane. 

Dr Thomas Vane and William Draper argue about how St Paulinus church would be restored           Kate Morton 

Blanche Marler’s 1608 memorial was the only              

surviving church memorial of the 1628 fire. 

The Puritan ‘Culture Wars’ came to Crayford, when a devastating fire in 1628 led to arguments, as to 

how the church should be re-built, between Puritans like William Draper and traditionalist Dr Vane. 

 1628 

Saint Paulinus Fire 1628 
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In 1633, Puritan William Prynne published HIStrio Mastix : The Player’s Scourge or             

Actor’s Tragedy.  It  was an attack on the theatre, Xmas and dancing and in particular Charles’s  

Catholic queen, Henrietta –Maria.  Prynne was arrested and had both of his ears cut off for sedition. 

EAR! What you 

on about? 

1633 

Charles retaliated to             

Histrio Mastix by reissuing 

his father’s Book of Sports.  

Every church had to read it 

out. In 1633, Dr Vane read it 

from his Crayford pulpit to the 

anger of local Puritans.          

Elsewhere in Kent, fanatical 

Puritan, rIchard ‘Blue 

dIck’ culmer, rector of 

Goodnestone, was put into 

prison for refusing to read it.    

1638 

Richard 

Culmer 

1633 
I demand free 

speech! 

John Lilburne defended Prynne’s book, but                                                                                

in doing so was arrested and publicly whipped. 

Sir Edward Dering 

Henrietta-Maria William Prynne 

Science challenges superstition 

As a culture offensive spread across England over the Book 

of Sports, local Puritans turned their attention to Dr  

Thomas Vane.  They  petitioned Kent MP Sir              

Edward Dering to have Vane removed from his             

position as rector of Crayford.  In their evidence they         

accused him, of “pernicious and popish  doctrine.”   Vane 

was a target because he had the same ’high church’            

Arminian beliefs as William Laud, now the Archbishop of      

Canterbury.  One local parish, who led the attack against 

Vane, was Horton Kirby. Their rector, Francis              

Cornewall, and his wife Ann were both fanatical Puritans. 

Women who act are 

notorious whores! 
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INDICTMENT of Ellen Tislington 

 Wife of George Tislington of Horton Kirby, husbandman, for witchcraft.  On 1 July, 1635, at Horton 
Kirby, being a common witch, she bewitched Andrew Lewis, so that he languished and his 

body was wasted. Endorsed Francis Cornewall, Anne Cornewall, Thomas  Lewis, Rachel 
Lewis, Rachel Browne, George Weller, Denise Clerke, Margaret Johnson, Elisabeth Staple.  

True Bill (Enough evidence to go to court)   NOT GUILTY                                                                                 

1635 

The Dartford area was a hotbed for Puritan belief.  It had seen the burning of three Protestant martyrs in the reign of 

‘Bloody Mary,’ in 1555, and was to host the radical preacher Vavasor Powell at Holy Trinity Church, Dartford during the 

Civil War. Dartford Puritans petitioned Parliament to have Dr Thomas Vane removed as Crayford’s rector. Their petition 

was addressed to Sir Edward Dering, a Kentish M.P., who had been appointed as Chairman of the Sub-Committee of               

Religion, on November, 23, 1640.  Amongst the most fanatical petitioners were the people of Horton Kirby. 

The Puritan Fanatics of Horton Kirby: A Witch Trial 

Horton Kirby was one of the most radically Puritan areas of north Kent.  In 1635, five years before the Vane petition, the 

people of the village accused one of their fellow parishioners of witchcraft. A brief examination of this case can highlight 

the extremism of Puritans at this time.  Ellen Tislington was the wife of a yeoman farmer from Horton Kirby. In 1635, her 

Puritan parish rector, Frances Cornewall and his wife Anne, were among a band of parishioners, who were convinced that 

Ellen had used witchcraft to target one of their elect, ‘Godly,’ band.  According to the Maidstone Quarter Sessions           

indictment, Ellen had, “bewitched Andrew Lewis so that he languished and his body was wasted.“  Ellen Tislington’s 

trial was at Maidstone, where the West Kent Assizes took place, and she was found NOT GUILTY. Whilst researching the 

trial, CRAY discovered a link between Horton Kirby and Salem, site of the infamous witch trials.  The Scudders, a                

prominent family of English Puritans, left Horton Kirby for Salem in 1637, two years after the Tislington trial!  

Ellen Tislington’s trial at Maidstone Assizes       Kate Morton 

Horton Kirby witch trial 1635           
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Petition against Dr Vane 

 

Petition against Dr Vane     
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Petition against Dr Vane 

|To Sir Edward Dering                                                 

St Martin’s Lane    9th January.1640 

 

Proceedings, Principally in the County of Kent, in Connection with the Parliaments 

Called in 1640, and Especially with the Committee of Religion Appointed in that Year  

Petition against Dr Vane     
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The King must insist that 

the English and Scots  

worship in the same way. 

Mary Stuart and Prince 

Willem of Orange 

Queen Henrietta-Maria 

 

I cannot bare it any 

longer. I shall shut down 

my rebellious                      

Parliament. 

Having no Parliament to 

provide him with           

money, Charles brought 

in taxes like  SHIP 

TAX, that made people 

very angry. 

1636 

 

1637 Nooooo! This 

means war!  

How can I afford a 

war with the Scots? 

 

Let’s marry our daughter 

Mary to the rich Prince of 

Orange to pay for the war. 

But mum, I’m 

only nine!!!  

King Charles and Queen Henrietta-Maria both knew the Dutch King was very wealthy…….. 

Prince Willem of Nasau was 

heir to the rich Dutch kingdom of the 

HOUSE of  ORANGE. His family 

wealth could help pay for the Scot’s war. 

I’m Orange! 

I know. I’m 15 

 I want the Scots to follow 

my Book of Common 

Prayer. I’m in charge! 

Archbishop of Canterbury, Laud, urged Charles to show he controlled the church. 

Puritans came to see Laud and his allies as ’Papists’-Catholics. To them he was the ’Anti-Christ.’                            

1640 

William Laud  Archbishop of                                  

Canterbury 

1636. The parishes 
of Dartford and 

Wilmington,             
assessed at the sum 
of £ 54 14s . 1 d . for 

Ship money, of 
which £37 18s , is 
collected in the          
former parish.                                                                             

Dartford Parish Records      

Kent was hard hit 

by Ship Tax, as its 

long coast faced                

traditional enemy 

France.  People felt 

that the King had 

no right to tax 

them if Parliament 

was not sitting. 
The Life, Reigne, and Death of William Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury", 1644 

Meanwhile Charles I reign was in trouble... Parliament           

Dissolved                  

1629-1640 1629 

There was Religious division too. 
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Queen HENRIETTA

-MARIA, was a 
French                    

CATHOLIC and the 

most famous         

actress in          

England.  She            

become a lightning 

rod for Puritan            

hatred. She quite  

literally made them 

red with anger! 

  Puritans did not want Henrietta-Maria as, 

queen, as they thought she would make     

England a Catholic country again.  Some 

even thought she had bewitched the King! 

St George and the dragon 

The Queen’s  a witch! 

That’s not 

fair! 

The fayre’s 

banned! 

 Henrietta Maria had a Catholic chapel built at SOMERSET HOUSE on the Strand. Puritans  

hated the chapel and the May pole that stood outside. The Queen’s chapel soon became a meeting 

place for London’s Catholics.  Puritans often gathered outside to protest, as tensions built. 

How can 

you tell? 

She has a witch’s nose! 

The Puritans  were furious they could not persuade King Charles I to close the Queen’s chapel. 

The Strand, showing its famous May pole (red dot), opposite Somerset House                                   Thomas Taylor 1720 

Somerset House. Strand, Westminster 

Queen Henrietta Maria     J  Hoskins 
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Mary became the Dutch queen 

and mother of the future King   

William III  of Orange 

 In 1640, the King and Queen asked their ‘Chaplain Extraordinaire,’ Dr Thomas Vane, to meet 

their daughter Mary and Prince Willem at Somerset House to prepare them for their future marriage. 

The Queen had a Catholic, Capuchin monk, Father Cyprien, who held mass in the Queen’s 

chapel at Somerset house.  He managed to convert Anglican Dr Vane to Catholicism.  Vane was 

called to Parliament to account for his change in religion by M.P. Sir Edward Dering.  

After the wedding of Mary to the Prince of Orange, Vane was found guilty by Dering of ‘Popery’. 

Sir Edward Dering 

No you’re not! 

Dr Vane 

 At Christmas 1640, Puritans tried to break into the Queen’s Somerset House chapel to destroy it. 

I’m extraordinary! 

Crayford’s Dr Vane presides over Mary Stuart and Prince William, at Somerset House Christmas, 1640,  by Kate Morton          

1640 

Christmas at Somerset House     
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‘Never did persecution against Catholiques in England rage as now it doth; where 
like Herod, who as soon as Christ was borne, sent forth men to destroy him; So they, 

as soon as one is made a Catholique, or known to be so, seek his destruction.’  
Preface to: ‘A Lost Sheep Returned Home’  Dr Thomas Vane ,1666   University of Michigan 

William Prince of Orange, and his Bride, Mary Stuart, Anthony van Dyck, 1641 Rijksmuseum 

Father Cyprien & Dr Vane     
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Father Cyprien & Dr Vane     
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Details about the conversion of Crayford rector Dr Thomas Vane to Catholicism were preserved 

in a manuscript account, by one of Queen Henrietta Maria’s French, Catholic, friars, Fr Cyprien 

de Gamache.  It was written many years after the events of 1639-1640, in Cyprien’s native 

French, and was not translated into English until 1848.  A reference to the book was included in 

Leandra De Lisle’s biography of Queen Henrietta Maria.  It provided CRAY with details of how Dr 

Vane was persuaded to renounce his Anglican faith.  It is perhaps not widely known that in 1630 

twelve French Capuchins arrived from Paris to serve at the chapels of Henrietta Maria, wife of 

Charles I, and the French Ambassador.   Father Cyprien got to know Dr Vane soon after Queen’s 

new Catholic chapel was built at Somerset House, in 1636.  Fr Cyprien records that the chapel, 

with its  optical illusions, grand paintings and 40-foot-tall monstrance containing the Blessed 

Sacrament, attracted large crowds of Londoners, by ‘satisfy the devotion of the Catholics and 

the curiosity of the Protestants’.  It was in 1639, when Vane was asked to prepare the Princess 

Royal, Mary Stuart for marriage, that Vane first came under the influence of Father Cyprien: 

‘Prince William of Nassau, son of the Prince of Orange, having come to England to seek Mary Stuart, eldest               

daughter of King Charles I in marriage, Dr. Vane, almoner, otherwise chaplain, to his Majesty, one of the ablest and 

most eminent of his divines, was appointed to preach before that young prince in a large apartment in Somerset 

House.’   (p334 The Court & Times of Charles the First-Father Cyprien)  

The Court and Times of Charles the First; Illustrated by Authentic and Confidential Letters, From           
Various Public and Private Collections; including Memoirs of the Mission in England of the Capuchin 

Friars in the Service of Queen Henrietta Maria. Pages 334-336                                                                                                                  
By: GAMACHE, Father Cyprien de Gamache. Edited by Robert Folkestone Williams, 1848  

Father Cyprien & Dr Vane     

The Conversion of Dr Vane at Somerset House 

https://www.taylorbooks.co.uk/product/5369/The-Court-and-Times-of-Charles-the-First-Illustrated-by-Authentic-and-Confidential-Letters-From-Vatious-Public-and-Private-Collections-including-Memoirs-of-the-Mission-in-England-of-the-Capuchin-Friars-in-the-Service
https://www.taylorbooks.co.uk/product/5369/The-Court-and-Times-of-Charles-the-First-Illustrated-by-Authentic-and-Confidential-Letters-From-Vatious-Public-and-Private-Collections-including-Memoirs-of-the-Mission-in-England-of-the-Capuchin-Friars-in-the-Service
https://www.taylorbooks.co.uk/product/5369/The-Court-and-Times-of-Charles-the-First-Illustrated-by-Authentic-and-Confidential-Letters-From-Vatious-Public-and-Private-Collections-including-Memoirs-of-the-Mission-in-England-of-the-Capuchin-Friars-in-the-Service
https://www.taylorbooks.co.uk/products/author/GAMACHE,%20Father%20Cyprien%20de%20%5bactive%201630-1669%5d.%20%20Edited%20with%20an%20Introduction%20and%20Notes%20by%20%5bRobert%20Folkestone%20Williams%20c1805-1872%5d.
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Crayford Blacksmith William Parry raids West Kent tax collector, Thomas Weller’s home, 1643            Kate Morton 

PART  2: 

The Beginning of     

the First          

Civil war 

1642-1643 
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1642 1643 

1644 1645 

The English Civil War was responsible for 250,000 deaths. This was 10% of the population 

of England at the time, a bigger percentage than any other English War before, or since. 

The War started well for me.  In 1643 

we even came close to winning! 

However, after Naseby in 1645 my cause was lost. 

In 1646, I became a prisoner of Parliament. 

King-

Charles I  

Major Battles of 

The First Civil War 
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On 1 Dec 1641, John Pym presented the Grand Remonstrance (grievance list) to the King. 

On 4th JAN 1642, Charles burst into the Commons with 400 soldiers to arrest 5 MPs and a peer,  

Edward Montagu, (the future Earl of Manchester) responsible for it for TREASON. Speaker 

William Lenthall refused to reveal that the six had escaped by boat to the City of London. 

John                                                      

Pym 

John 

Hampden                                                      

Denzil 

Holles  

Arthur 

Heselrig 

William 

Strode  

Earl of 

Manchester 

I see all the birds 

are flown! 

 I have neither eyes to see nor 

tongue to speak in this place  

 On 22 Aug 1642, Charles I raised his standard 
at Nottingham and began mustering his 
army for a civil war that would last four years. 

Col Edwin Sandys had married Catherine 

Champneys of Hall Place, Bexley, in 1634.  

(Her great grandfather built Hall Place in 1537). 

Jan 1642 

AUG 1642 

In Aug 1642, Sandys was            

directed by Parliament to seek 

out Kentish Royalists and                 

collect arms and plate for the 

financing and arming of their 

army. Sandys was an                 

iconoclast, who destroyed 

the interiors of Rochester 

and Canterbury cathedrals. 

‘they discharged against (Christ’s statue) forty shot at the least, triumphing much, 
when they did hit it in the head, or face, as if they were resolved to crucifie him again.’                                  

ReVerend PASKE Canterbury cathedral 30 August 1642 

Meanwhile, Parliament moved to secure Kent. 



 34 

 

 

C
o

lo
n

el
 S

a
n

d
ys

 w
a

s 
se

n
t 

to
 s

ec
u

re
 K

en
t 

b
ec

a
u

se
 o

f 
th

e 
im

p
o

rt
a

n
ce

 o
f 

th
e 

D
o

ve
r 

R
o

a
d

 a
s 

a
 li

n
k 

to
 t

h
e 

co
n

ti
n

en
t 

a
n

d
 t

h
e 

n
a

vy
 b

a
se

 a
t 

C
h

a
th

a
m

. 

O
g

i
l

b
y

 m
a

p
 L

o
n

d
o

n
-
D

o
v

e
r

 1
6

7
5

 



 35 

 

 

"There met at Moor-Ditch (in London) some parliamentary troopers, every man furnished with           
armour and carbines, and some three hundred or thereabouts of dragooners all under the command 
of Colonel Lamb; these marched all night and Saturday morning and rested not until they came 
to Dartford; when they waited for two or three hours; and after that time were called together 
by sound of trumpet, and then advanced to Cobham Hall, the seat of the Duke of Richmond, 
when it was reported that there was a store of ammunition. Upon their reaching the Hall the lady 
through fear, sent out word the magazine should be given up, and the party thus getting easy          
possession loaded five waggons with the spoil which they sent to London; they also seized three      
Barbary horses valued at £200 each,"    Friday 19th August 1642 (from  John  dunkIn’s  hIstory of dartford) 

Cromwell Naseby 1645       A Cooper Cromwell Museum  

Historian Sophie Merrix believes that African groomsmen were common during the Civil War. 

John Byron (d.1652), 1st Lord Byron 

William Dobson  Tabley House 

Did the Barbary (North African) horses that Col Lamb stole have an African groom? 

Another Roundhead running amok was Colonel Lamb, who stormed through Dartford in 1642. 

A Black Civil War Presence?     
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Henrietta-

Maria 

Vane flees to 

Paris 

Dartford’s churchwardens accounts date from 1642. Holy Trinity church was used as an Roundhead ammunition depot.  

After Sir Edward Dering found in favour of the Dartford petitioners, Dr Vane was forced to give up 
his position as Rector of Crayford.* However, the Puritans were disappointed that Vanes’ cousin, the 
Earl of Westmoreland, chose traditionalist curate and poet, Edward May, as his replacement. 

Vane fled England to became a physician in Paris and converted to Catholicism. He wrote a book,         
"a lost sheep returned home,” and dedicated it to the King’s Catholic Queen, Henrietta-
Maria.  When he returned to England he was fined £100 by Parliament (later reduced to £10). 
*According to Professor Everitt 233 benefices were removed from office in Kent between 1642-1660 

 I was made Chair of the 

Roundhead Kent               

Committee. I made sure 

we had our  powder ready.  

1643 Holy Trinity 
Dartford 

Crayford’s proximity to London meant it was always going to come under Parliament’s control.  When the Queen’s  
Chapel in Somerset House was destroyed in May 1643, Dr Vane knew he and his family had to flee for their lives. 

1643 

Dr Vane flees to Paris as 

The Civil War breaks out     
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Edward May graduated with a B.A. from Trinity College, Oxford, in 1610 and followed this up 
with his M.A. in 1613.  At some point between Dr Vane’s arrival in Crayford in 1627 and May’s    
appointment as Crayford’s rector in 1643, he had taken the post as curate at St Paulinus. May      
became rector in the year that Dr Thomas Vane fled to Paris, after his conversion to                               
Catholicism.  As Vane’s longstanding curate, May’s outlook on religion and politics must have been 
very similar.  Evidence for this, and his later advocacy of the Royalist cause in the Second Civil War, 
comes from his poetry book, ‘epIgrams, dIvIne and morall,’  which was published in 1633.  
                                            
One of the epigrams, ‘on a toad’ (1633), gives a great insight into how May viewed the World. 
He believed that humans had been created in God’s image, and this led him to feel contempt for 
creatures below us, in what was known as the Great Chain of Being.  This was a belief in a 
hierarchical structure of all life, a concept, which had been entrenched in medieval, Catholic,           
Christianity.   The chain begins with God and descends through angels, the monarchy, humans,  
animals and plants to minerals. Hence, for Edward May, to defy the King was to defy nature and 
God himself.  Thus, May was convinced that you could not question the ‘Divine Right of King’s’ to 
rule, or that the church should be based around the episcopacy-an ordered hierarchy of bishops. 

On a Toad   

(1633)                                                                

One that was walking in a sunshine day,                                           
Seeing an ugly Toad lie in the way,                                              

Fell passionately aweeping; his friend by                                             
Inquired the cause, he sadly made reply:                                        

How that the sight of that loathsome thing                                      
Did to his conscience bring                                                                                        

Of his gratitude to God; that he                                                           
Had never given thanks for the exellency                                                    
Of his creation, being made and framed                                                     

Like his own image, by his breath enflamed                                        

When being in the potter’s hands as clay                                          
Within his power inscrutable it lay                                            

To fashion and bestow on him the feature                                                 
Of that same Toad, e’en the most                              

deformedst creature                                                                                    
Thus basest things heav’n makes instrument                                                                                

To humble those willing to repent. 

EDWARD MAY 

May’s obvious contempt for the ugliness of the toad was 
because he thought it obvious that it sat beneath human 

beings in the Great Chain of Being.   

Look and Learn History Archive A012032  

Edward May  

Royalist rebel rector     
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The first Kent Royalist rebellion against Parliamentary control came later in 1643. Anger had arisen 
from the high taxes, that people were being forced to pay to finance the war against the King and an 
attempt to force people to sign the Scottish Presbyterian Covenant. Crayford blacksmith 
William Parry raided tax collector Thomas Weller’s Tonbridge home. Nominally a Royalist,     
Parry was motivated by plunder and the chance to take revenge on the man, who had been zealous 
in exacting taxes from the people of west Kent. Roundhead Colonel, Richard Browne, put down the 
rebellion, but we know that Parry escaped capture. Weller’s diary outlines Parry’s rebel deeds. 

‘Upon Saturday morning early, being in my study, the doore locked to me, suddenly about              
twenty persons, wherof Parry a smith of Crayford, one other smith of Earith and one Smale were 

chiefs with their pistols ready cocked, their swords drawn, matches cocked in their musketts,          
entered my house swearing many oaths they would have me alive or dead; and immediately they 
fell to plundering my house, breaking open chests and trunks and presses, takeing away the              
greatest part of my linen, all my cloathes, the apparell of myself and wife, she being then lame        

a-bed of a broken leg, and thrust my linnen and other things into sacks which they brought with 
them, and laid them upon horses, and rode away with them. I, keeping myself in my study, heard 
[one say to another]     " We have sped well here. Let us go to Hadlow and Peckham, and  plunder 
there, for they are rich rogues, and so we will go away into the woods;" to whom [the other]      

replied, "But we must  plunder none but Roundheads." Parry replied with a great oath, "We will 
make every man a Roundhead that hath any thing to lose. This is the time we look for." 

Sat 22nd July, 1643:    Tonbridge Kent 

 Thomas Weller of Tonbridge,  

Papers Relating to the Proceedings in the County of Kent Ad1642Papers Relating to the Proceedings in the County of Kent Ad1642--Ad1646    Ad1646    National ArchivesNational Archives 

We will make every man a 

Roundhead that hath any 

thing to lose. This is the 

time we look for 

But we must  plunder 

none but Roundheads! 

The West Kent tax collector, Thomas Weller, hides as Royalist William Parry plunder his home.              Kate Morton 

1643 

Crayford’s Rebel Blacksmith   
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War.Disease, Famine and 

Death.  The Four Horses 

of the Apocalypse will 

soon be with us! 

       War          
Famine 

       Disease       Death 

Vavasor Powell 

PART  3: 

Puritan powell & 

The Plague 

1644-1646 
                                               

https://www.azquotes.com/author/28088-Vavasor_Powell
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Vavasor Powell was a fiery puritan, who was born in Radnorshire, Wales, in 1617. He began             
preaching in 1640 and was arrested many times because of his nonconformist views.  He came to 
Holy Trinity church, Dartford in 1644, to replace its former rector, John Denne, who like Dr       
Thomas Vane at Crayford, had been removed by Parliament.  Powell arrived in Dartford during an 
outbreak of the plague.  In a matter of months, in the summer of 1644, he conducted 62 burials—
many being entire families.  As soon as plague arrived in London in 1644, it would have been only a 
matter of days before cases would crop up in Crayford and Dartford.  Locals would try to avoid        
contact with strangers, but It was impossible to stop travellers moving through Crayford along the       
Dover road from London.  thomas dekker’s IllustratIon gives some kind of an idea of the 
fear that would have gripped  people who lived in Crayford in 1644.  Triumphant Death chases       
Londoners from their city, but country folk, fearful of disease, drive them back.  

 ‘When he (Vavasor Powell) had resided at Dartford about two years and 

a half, the plague broke out violently in the town, many houses were 

shut up , and the dead bodies carried out by his chamber wall and         

windows, yet he did not discontinue his labours, but preached constantly 

three times a week; and though some of them that had the sickness      

upon them came publicly to hear, yet both he and his family were          

preserved from the contagion!’  

The Histories and Antiquities of Dartford John DunkinThe Histories and Antiquities of Dartford John Dunkin 

A Rod for Run-awayes, by Thomas Dekker, 1625  

Puritan powell & the Plague     
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Parish records show how Vavasor Powell gallantly stuck with the parish in 1644. As the          
numbers of victims grew, he realised that many paupers could not afford a coffin and were being 
sewn up and buried in canvas bags, known as 'socking.’ ‘ Powell, who was a Leveller committed to 
equality, organised a reusable public coffin to carry Dartford’s paupers to the grave and          
allow them a little respect. 

‘Pade to John the giner (joiner), for a coffin to stand bye , to carye poure 
peple to the grave 55. od .’                        Dartford  Church Wardens Accounts 164411644644 

‘’A seriousness pervades the whole town, and there is daily service in the 
church and many persons having thes sickness upon them attend...yet amidst 
this danger, and while many of the bodies dying of infection are carried by the 
vicar’s window, he is mercifully preserved .’                                                                                       
      Holy Trinity, Dartford  Church Wardens Ac counts 1644644 

We are all equal before God.           

The poor of Dartford deserve some 

respect in death! 

Vavasor Powell 

Puritan powell & the Plague     

By Ella-Marie Dawson-Asaam  CRAY 
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A week before Christmas in 1644, with the plague only just beginning to subside, Parliament passed 

laws that effectively banned the celebration of Christmas.  At St Paulinus, Crayford, the 

new rector, Edward May, and his parishioners rebelled against this decision.  In Dartford, Vavasor 

Powell was happy to comply.  Christmas Day in 1644 fell on one of Parliament's monthly days of 

prayer and fasting to bring about an end to the war.  Powell refused to open his church for what he 

believed was a Roman Catholic/Pagan celebration (Sol Invictus –The Roman winter               

solstice on 25 December).  Powell and his fellow Puritans sought to ensure that mince pies, 

plum pudding and decking the halls with holly and ivy were banned that Christmas. 

Many traditionalists, like Crayford          
rector Edward May, were determined 

to celebrate Christmas, despite the          
Puritan crackdown instigated by                     

Parliament’s 1644 Ordinance.  

The 1644 Ordinance banning Xmas was instigated by the Westminster Assembly of Divines, which included future Crayford Rector Thomas Thorowgood. 

Look and Learn History Archive A006184 

Christmas Crackdown     
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 The King would not surrender, so Parliament formed the NEW MODEL ARMY to bring victory            

under Sir Thomas Fairfax and Oliver Cromwell.  Parliament’s New Model Army was     

unusual for its time. Its commanders were excluded from political power and promoted on the basis 

of ability, not blood.  It challenged the Royalists, both physically on the battlefield, and mentally, 

through its threat to their hierarchical view of the World.  The Battle of Naseby was fought on 

14 June, 1645  Fairfax and Cromwell led the New Model Army to victory over King Charles I. Charles 

escaped to Oxford, leaving behind his baggage train that included embarrassing letters detailing his 

negotiations with Catholic France. The King’s ultimate defeat was now simply a question of time.  

Sir thomas 

fairfax 

Oliver 

Cromwell 

Cromwell and Fairfax read Charles personal correspondence on the battlefield at Naseby   Charles Landseer 1851 

‘I had rather have a plain, 
russet-coated Captain, that 

knows what he fights for, 
and loves what he knows, 

than that which you call a 
Gentle-man and                      
is nothing else’. 

Oliver Cromwell 
Sir Thomas Fairfax had overall command of the army at Naseby, which 

consisted of 12,000 men.  Around half were on horseback, under the 

command of Lieutenant-General Oliver Cromwell.   

Royalist defeat at Naseby 1645    

https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/thomas-fairfax-man-honour
https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/oliver-cromwell-lord-protector
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For many, including Vavasor Powell, it seemed that they were living through apocalyptic times. 

Powell firmly believed in the prophecies included within the Bible’s, ‘Book of                        

revelatIons’.  He would later identify with an extreme Puritan sect, The Fifth                        

Monarchists, who believed that the world was coming to an end. Certainly, Parliament’s        

victory at Naseby, in 1645, ushered in the four horses of the Apocalypse. WAR, DISEASE, FAMINE 

and DEATH stalked Kent. Bexley rector Nicholas Frankwell was forced into such      

poverty, that he secretly sold (stole) his parish silver. Frankwell had been rector since 1610 and  

was forced into such desperate measure, by a fall in tithe income.  Parliament’s victory at Naseby 

in 1645, was greeted with delight in Crayford by a confident William Draper, whose wife Mary 

gave birth to a son, ‘cresheld’ in November, 1645.  His son was named after his grandfather       

Richard Cresheld, who had challenged the King with the ‘Petition of Right’ in 1628.  With the 

cause of Parliament in the ascendency, Puritans sought to impose their beliefs.  In Crayford, we 

know William Draper would soon begin to crack down on drinking at local ‘tIpplIng houses.’  

 

Cresheld Draper’s baptism at Stg Paulinus church 1646    Bexley Local Studies and Archives  

Soldiers caught drinking at a tavern, 1645 (National Army Museum 8983]  Was Bexley rector Nicholas Frankwell a thief? 

1645 

Four Horses of the Apocalypse     
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Millenarians like Powell believed they were living through the end of days.  The defeat of the King would bring 

this about and hasten the end of time, which would bring about Christ’s second coming. 

Vavasor Powell resigned as Rector of Dartford, on 7th January, 1646.  He did this, so he could join the 

New Model Army, who were besieging the King at Oxford.  He believed the capture of 

the King would bring an end to the Civil War and would, ‘Turn the World Upside Down,’ or bring about 

a new, more equal order of society.  Holy Trinity’s records show their struggle to find his replacement: 

“pad [paid] for a horse two [to] John Shoute for to 
fetch a Minister from  London and two carrye him two 

London two preach . . . when Mr. Powell was goon 
[gone] to the sege [siege] of Ockford [Oxford].”                        

dartford church Warden’s                                     

Account Book January 1646 

1646 

Vavasor Powell leaves Holy Trinity church, Dartford to fight the King at Oxford, 1646,  Kate Morton          

Pray that thy last days, and last works may be the best; and that when 

thou comest to die, thou mayest have nothing else to do but die.     

Powell seeks to Catch a king     
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To the frustration of Vavasor Powell, Charles I escaped Oxford disguised as a servant in April, 

1646.  Charles hoped to do a deal with the Scottish, Presbyterian, army besieging Newark, but they 

instead imprisoned him in Newcastle-upon-Tyne. The Scots ransomed him to the English            

Parliament for £400,000, in January 1647.  Nobody was sure what would happen next. 

By whose commission do 

you take me prisoner? 

This is my commission! 

It is behind me.  

1646 

Parliament held Charles at Holdenby House , Northants, until Cornet George Joyce took 
him by force on 3 June, 1646, in the name of the New Model Army. Charles pressed Joyce to show 
him the commission, which gave him his arrest orders. Joyce simply pointed to the 500 armed 
horsemen behind him.  By this time, mutual suspicion had developed between Parliament, which 
favoured army disbandment and Presbyterianism, and the New Model Army, which was      
primarily officers, who wanted greater political and religious freedom. Charles was eager to           
exploit the widening divisions, and when he was transferred to Hampton Court, began secret               
negotiations with both sides, including the Scots. 

King Charles & Cornet George Joyce                                                                          

‘Through Great Britain and Ireland With Cromwell’  

We sold Charles to 

the Roundheads for 

£400,000 

The King is Captured 1646     

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holdenby_House
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Joyce
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hampton_Court_Palace
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The Plum Pudding Riots, Canterbury  Christmas Day 1647    Kate Morton 

PART  4: 

Kent’s Christmas 

Rebellion: 

The Plum Pudding 

Riots 1647 
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After seizing London from their Presbyterian opponents, in August, 1647, the New Model Army 
made its HQ at Putney, as it was close to where the King was imprisoned at Hampton Court.  Earlier 
that summer, Cromwell, Henry Ireton (Cromwell's son-in-law) and other "Grandees", tried to 
make a deal with the King. Their Heads of Proposals would seek to keep the King and the House 
of Lords. Due to the anger this caused, Cromwell agreed to debate it at St Mary’s Church, Putney. 

The poorest he that is in England hath a life to live as the                 

greatest he … I think it’s clear, that every man that is to live       

under a government ought first by his own consent to put                  

himself under that government; and I do think that the poorest 

man in England is not at all bound in a strict sense to that               

government that he hath not had a voice to put himself under. 

Colonel Thomas 

Rainsborough 

The Putney Debates proved to be one of the greatest              

intellectual encounters in western political thought. They           

pioneered the liberal, democratic settlement we enjoy today:     

A Written constitution, universal suffrage,        

freedom of conscience & equality before the law.  

All men of the age of 

one and twenty years 

and upwards shall 

have their voices… 

Only men            

owning property 

should vote. Ireton 

rAINSBOROUGH 

Colonel Thomas Rainsborough put the case for the Levellers at the Putney debates.  They wanted a 

fairer, more equal society.  Rainsborough argued with Ireton about who should be allowed to vote.   

Illustrations by Clare Melinsky,   

OCT 1647 

The Putney debates 1647     
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On November 11th 1647, Charles I gave his guards the slip and escaped from Hampton 

Court, through the New Forest towards the coast. In the dark of night, his cunning plan ended in 

calamity, as he and his companions rode round and round the forest hopelessly losing their way. 

Charles ended up on the Isle of Wight. And there he was taken into captivity at Carisbrooke 

Castle by the Parliamentary Governor of the island, Robert Hammond. It was a strategic disaster. 

No one could save him now. Yet it didn't stop him plotting with the Scots.  The King tried to 

escape again, but got his head trapped between in the window bars, as he tried to flee the castle!  

Nov 11 

1647 

Hampton Court Palace 

The Isle of Wight 

 As the Putney debates ended, I 

escaped from Hampton Court 

and fled to the Isle of Wight. Charles I 

1647 

Meanwhile in Crayford, Edward May, who had held the position of Rector of Crayford since 1643, 

was pushed aside by Parliament, who imposed Puritan, Thomas Thorowgood as parish rector. 

Thomas Throwgood  St Paulinus, Crayford by William Hubbard  

Charles I Escapes 1647     
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The Roundheads were now in total control and started imposing their beliefs in 1647 on everybody.  In 

Crayford, Thomas Thorowgood made sure that everybody followed the Christmas Ordinance of 1644.  

Father Christmas 

Churches closed and shops 

opened on Xmas Day! The 

World’s turn’d upside down! 

The World Turn'd Upside Down, John Taylor (T.J-reversed 
initials) was the author of the pamphlet in 1647 

John Taylor realised that the majority of English people wanted to celebrate Christmas.  He 

used Father Christmas himself, to defend the right of ordinary people to celebrate the festive season. 

He highlighted the hypocrisy of the Puritans, who had taken up arms against the King in defence of 

religious liberty, but were now imposing their own will on everybody else, now that they held power.                

Xmas 1647 is Cancelled!     
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John Taylor’s writing reflected the reality of the national mood. He, like most people in England, 
had not given up believing in the idea of Christmas. He published pro-Christmas works such as ’the 

Complaint of Christmas,’ which imagines a real life Father Christmas visiting England and        
being somewhat disappointed. In a similar work, ‘The Vindication of Christmas,’ Taylor 
imagines a relieved Father Christmas finding Devonshire farmers still celebrating Christmas Day. 

    John Taylor                    

’the Water poet’ was born in Gloucester 

in 1578 and in his teens became a Thames          
waterman, the equivalent of a modern taxi         

driver. He fought at sea against the Spaniards and 
rose to become the organiser of pageants for  

special occasions.  He was one of the characters of 
Elizabethan/Jacobean London. On 25 July 1622, 
he rowed down the Thames from London to the 
Isle of Sheppey in a paper boat, using oars made 

of two fish tied to canes. With his links to the           
theatre (watermen ferried people to the                 

playhouses on the south bank of the Thames), 
and his interest in poetry, it’s impossible that he         

didn’t know Shakespeare. John Taylor’s                        
immortality was ensured by making use of the  

power of the printing press. In fact, as far as we 
know, Taylor was much more concerned to keep 
his name alive for all time than Shakespeare ever 
was.  When the English Civil Wars began Taylor 

moved to Oxford, where he wrote Royalist            
pamphlets. After the city surrendered (1645), he 

returned to London and kept a public house, “The 
Crown” (later “The Poet’s Head”), until his death 
in 1653.  He was buried at St Martin-in-the-Fields, 

Church, in Westminster, London. 

I once had that William Shakespeare in the back 

of my boat! Those were the good old days, but 

the country’s gone to the dogs now! 

The Vindication of Christmas 1652 

John Taylor                                                     

“Thus are the merry lords of          

misrule suppressed by the mad 

lords of bad rule at Westminster”.   

The King’s Water Poet    

(By  Jessie Dawson-Assam  CRAY) 
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  Rev. Nicholas Bernard was rector of St Margaret’s church, Westminster. As the church 

closest to Parliament, he was expected to follow the Puritan, Christmas Ordinance of June, 1644. 

Rev Bernard step down 

from your pulpit and 

hand me your sermon! 

Nicholas                                  

Bernard 

Round heads 

Pull down the 

holly and ivy 

and burn it! 

All shops and markets had to stay open and many churches were 

locked to prevent them holding a Christmas service. However, on 

Christmas Day, 1647, Rev Nicholas  Bernard of St          

Margaret’s Church, Westminster, decked his church in holly 

to defy parliament, and was arrested as he was about to preach his  

sermon: ‘The Still Born Nativitie.’ He was dragged 

from the church, tried and then sent to the Fleet Prison.  From     

prison he defied Parliament by publishing his Christmas sermon. 

 I do not know what State        

arguments there may be to 

prove that holly & ivy are             

superstitions. But I know when 

these items are burnt on the fires 

to keep men of greed and excess 

warm, others like you and I will 

be forced to be cold both in 

need and want.  

St Margaret’s Westminster,  Xmas 1647 by Kate Morton          
1647 

The Stillborn Nativitie 

Bernard’s ‘Still-born Nativitie’ 1647 
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For God, King 

Charles and Kent! Bridge                                     

Culmer                                                                         

People all over England came out onto the streets to save Christmas.  The biggest protest took place in 

Canterbury, Kent, where Richard 'Blue Dick' Culmer, worked with the Puritan Mayor, 

William Bridge, to insist that every church closed on Christmas Day, but every shop opened.   

Oi! Football is banned! 

Conquest! 

Richard ‘Blue Dick’ Culmer and Mayor 

William Bridge threatened shop keepers with the 

stocks, if they disobeyed the order to open on Christmas Day. 

This led to a crowd pushing Bridge into a muddy gutter.  

Bridge then ordered the crowd to disperse.  However,             

someone inflated two pig bladders and a huge game of              

football broke out involving almost the entire town.  

The players shouted, "Conquest!" and they were watched by 

townsfolk, who put up holly above their doors to show their 

support.  For the rest of the day, Canterbury folk danced and 

sang carols, as they had in the years before the war. Mayor 

Bridge and the raging ‘Blue Dick’ Culmer swore revenge and 

called in Puritan, Sir Antony Weldon, to punish the 

rebels. Weldon was leader of Parliament’s Kent Committee. 

           Canterbury Xmas Day 1647 

Plum Pudding Riots Xmas 1647 by Kate Morton          

1647 

The Plum Pudding riots     

(By Sophia Mufti  CRAY) 
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The Plum Pudding Riots in Canterbury led to the publication of, ‘The Declaration of Many Thousands 

of the City of Canterbury.’  It laid the blame for the Canterbury disorders squarely on the two Houses 

of Parliament: ‘the remedy of these pretenders to reformation is worse than the disease’.                  

This pamphlet asked for the reversal of the ban on the celebration of Christmas Day and for the                 

restitution of the monarchy and Church of England and inspired the Kent Petition of May 1648. 

‘The Declaration of Many Thousands of the City of Canterbury.’ British Library  (ESTC R204766).   

The Canterbury Declaration     

http://estc.bl.uk/R204766
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Strand Tip Cat Riots 

Sunday, 9th April, 1648 

The Plum Pudding Riots led to a Puritan crackdown after Christmas.  The Lord Mayor of London, 

John Barkstead, sent soldiers to stop children playing in the street on the Sabbath.  A 

crowd overpowered the soldiers and 3,000 marched along the Strand calling for the return of the 

King, but were stopped by Cromwell and his cavalry before they could reach Whitehall. 

John Barkstead 

John Barkstead was a New Model Army 

colonel, who tried to stop children playing 

‘tIp cat,’ (an early rounders game).           

Londoners fought back and rioted along the 

Strand in January, 1648.   In June, 1648,         

Barkstead fought under Fairfax at                         

Colchester.  He was one of the Regicides, who signed the 

death warrant of the King in 1649. For this act, Charles II had 

him hanged, drawn and quartered for treason in 1662.  

1648 
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 John             

Lilburne                            

the            

Tower 

1648 

An Agreement of 

the People 1648                                                                              

Charles I                  

Isle Of 

Wight 

1648                                                                             

Thus having overpast this soule disaster, 

I went to see my suffring Soveraigne Master: 

Which sight to me was all my Earthly blisse, 

He gave me straight his Royall hand to kisse, 

Which grac’d me much in all the publique sights 

Of Commons, Gentles, and brave Lords and Knights. 

Prisoners 

John Taylor                                

PART  5: 

A World Turned 

Upside down 1648 

Taylors travels from London to the Isle of Wight, with his returne, and occasion of his Journey, 1648 
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        John LIlburne                                   

In 1638, ‘freeBorn John’ lIlBurne had been 

flogged and imprisoned for defending William Prynne’s 
right to free speech. In 1642, he had fought at the Battle 
of Edgehill for Parliament, but was later captured at 
the Battle of Brentford, after trying to escape Prince          
Rupert’s men by jumping in the Thames.  He was taken 
as a prisoner to Oxford and faced execution for high 
treason. His wife famously rode to her husband’s rescue 
with a letter offering to exchange Lilburne for a Royalist 
prisoner. Lilburne reached the rank of Colonel and 
fought at Marston Moor in 1644.   He fell out with his 
aristocratic commander the Earl of Manchester who  
disapproved of his political views as a Leveller.           

Lilburne believed that the blood spilt by ordinary men in 
the war had to bring about a fairer more equal society, 
where everybody would have a say in how their country 
was run. He coined the term "freeborn rights", 

defining them as rights with which every human being is 
born, as opposed to rights given by government or law. 

         John Wildman                                   

Wildman was born to a poor Norfolk butcher and had to 
work as a servant to pay his way to study law at         
Cambridge, receiving an MA in 1644. In December 1647 
Wildman accused Oliver Cromwell and Henry Ireton of              
betraying the New Model Army with their plan to keep 
the King in their Heads of Proposals. He argued the 
Army’s case for greater democracy at the Putney     

Debates  between 28 October and 11 November, 1647. 
The soldiers, explained Wildman, "desired me to be 
their mouth", and he argued on their behalf that the                     
engagements entered into with the King should be         
cancelled, monarchy and the House of Lords abolished, 
and manhood suffrage established. He also demanded 
that the officers should accept, ‘an Agreement of 

the people’ just put forth by the five regiments, a       
document that some modern historians consider he had 
the principal hand in drafting. This was the document he 
brought to Dartford in January, 1648, seeking support of 
the people of Kent for Parliament to implement it. 

Sun 23Jan 1648 The Levellers in Dartford 

1648 

The New Model Army was now the most powerful force in the country.  However, even it was 
split.  Many of its men wanted a say in the peace negotiations, as a reward for the blood that had 
been shed fighting the King. They put forward their representatives, known as agitators.  These 
men had taken up the ideas of John Lilburne and the Levellers, who advocated greater equality. 
Lilburne and radical lawyer John Wildman, came to Dartford in January, 1648, seeking to gain               
support for allowing every man the opportunity to vote for their representatives in Parliament.   

Lilburne & Wildman    

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leveller
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freeborn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_right


 58 

 

 

 Levellers ‘freeBorn John’ lIlBurne and John Wildman arrived In Dartford, on  Sunday, 23rd 

January, 1648, seeking support for their ‘an agreement of the people.’  Lilburne had been a 

Roundhead colonel, who wanted to see the sacrifice of his fellow soldiers rewarded with every man 

allowed to vote in elections, now that the King had lost the First Civil War. Shortly after the 

Dartford meeting, Lilburne and Wildman were arrested, and sent to the Tower.  They were then asked 

to defend their views before M.Ps in the House of Commons. (see Journal of House of Commons p61) 

An Agreement of the People 1648 

• The right to vote for all men over the age of 21 (excepting servants, beggars and Royalists). 

• Annual elections to Parliament with MPs serving one term only. 

• No army officer, treasurer or lawyer could be an MP (to prevent conflict of interest). 

• Equality of all persons before the law. 

• Trials should be heard before 12 jurymen, freely chosen by their community. 

• The law should proceed in English and cases should not extend longer than six months. 

• No-one could be punished for refusing to testify against themselves in criminal cases. 

• The death penalty to be applied only in cases of murder. 

• Abolition of imprisonment for debt. 

Wildman 

One day, all men of the age of one and twenty 

years and upwards shall have their votes. * 

Lilburne 

*Lilburne’s dream was achieved in 1918-270 years or 98,550 days later! 

1648 

The Levellers at Dartford     

Levellers in Dartford 1648 by Kate Morton          
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To all the peaceable and wel-minded people in Kent, who desire present Peace, Freedome, Justice, and common 
Right, and good of all men, is, as followeth, the Originall whereof is ready to be produced when occasion is. 

John Lilburn 
John Wildman 
John Davies 
Richard Wooodward-

ward                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
9. of Jan. 1648, Dartford 
                                                                                              

Worthy Gentlemen, and dear Friends, 
                                                                                                                            

Our bowels are troubled, and our hearts pained within us, to behold the Divisions, Distractions, heart-
burnings, and contentions which abound in this distressed Nation, and we are confounded in our selves upon the 
foresight of the confusion and desolation, which will be the certain consequence of such divisions, if they should 
be but for a little time longer continued; there are now clouds of bloud over our heads again, and the very rumors 
and fears of Warre hath so wasted Trading, and enhaunsed the price of all food and cloathing, that Famine is 
even entring into your gates; and doubtlesse, neither pen nor tongue can expresse the misery, which will ensue 
immediately upon the beginning of another Warre; Why therefore O our Country men, should we not every 
man say each to other, as Abraham to Lot, or Moses the two Israelites, Why should we contend each with       
other, seeing we are brethren? 
ren?                                                                                                                                                            

 O that our advice might be acceptable to you, that you would every man expostulate each with other, and now 
while you have an opportunity, consider together, wherefore the contention hath been these six or seven years! 
Hath it not been for freedome and justice? O then propound each to other the chief principles of your freedome, 
and the foundation of justice, and common Right, and questionlesse, when you shall understand the desires each 
of other, you will unite together inviolably to pursue them. 
                                                                                                                                

Now truely in our apprehensions, this work is prepared to your hands in the Petition, which we herewith send 
to you; certainly, if you shall all joyne together to follow resolutely, and unweariedly, after the things contained 
in that Petition, the bloud and confusion which now threaten us may be prevented, and the sweet streames of  
justice will run into your besomes freely without obstruction; O that the Lord may be so propitious to this       
tottering Nation, as to give you to understand these things which belong to your Peace and welfare! 

Lilburne’s Dartford letter     
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Many honest people are resolved already to unite together in that Petition, & to prosecute the obtaining it with 
all their strength; they are determined, that now after seven years waiting for Justice, Peace, and Freedome, 
they will receive no deniall in these requests which are so essentiall to their Peace and Freedome; and for the more 
effectuall proceedings in this businesse, there is a Method and Order setled in all the Wards in London, and 
the out Parishes and Suburbs; they have appointed severall active men in every Ward and Division, to be a 
Committee, to take the speciall care of the businesse, and to appoint active men in every Parish, to read the        
Petition at set meetings for that purpose, and to take Subscriptions, and to move as many as can possibly, to goe 
in person when the day of delivering it shall be appointed; and they intend to give notice of that time to all the 
adjacent Counties, that as many of them as possibly can, may also joyne with them the same day; and the like 
orderly way of proceeding is commended to severall Counties, to whom the Petition is sent, as to Hartfordshier, 
Buckingham, Oxford, Cambridge, Rutlandshier, &c. And we cannot but propound to you the same             
Method, as the best expedient for your union, in pursuing after a speedy settlement of your Peace and 
Freedome, therefore in brief we desire, 

  1. That you would appoint meetings in every Division of your County, and there to select faithfull men of 
publick spirits, to take care that the Petition be sent to the hands of the most active men in every Town, to unite 
the Town in those desires of common right, and to take their subscriptions. 
2. That you would appoint as many as can with convenience, to meet at Dartford, the 23. of this present              
January, being Lords day, and we shall conferre with you about the Matters that concerne your Peace, and 
common good and Freedome. 
                                                                                                                           

 Wee shall at present adde no more but this, that to serve you, and our whole countrey in whatsoever concerns its 
common peace and wellfare, is, and alwayes shall be, the desire and joy of 
Your most Faithfull Friends and Servants which came from London from many other friends upon this          
Service. vice,                                                                                                                                                                                             

Dartford this 9. of Jan. 1647. 

John Lilburn.John Wildman. John Davies. Richard Woodward. Well minded People,  

 

Freeborn John Lilburne 

DECLARATION Of some Proceedings of Lt. Col. John Lilburn, And his ASSOCIATES: WITH Some Examination, and            
Animadversion upon papers lately printed, and scattered abroad.  Humphrey Harward 1648      Exeter University  

Lilburne’s Dartford letter     
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1648 

Journals of the House of Commons - Volume 5 - Page 438  1648 

House of Commons Journal    

https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=6zlIAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA438&dq=lilburne+dartford+1647&hl=en&newbks=1&newbks_redir=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjuzaX4gaj4AhUOXMAKHRmIBrYQ6AF6BAgDEAI
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The Battle of Stonebridge, Northfleet, Kent,  1st June, 1648        Kate Morton 

PART  6: 

The Kent  

rebellion 

The Second Civil war 1648 
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Kent Committee 

Chair, Sir Antony 

Weldon, wanted 

the accused hanged.  

However, the jury 

refused and judge 

Richard Cresheld 

gave the verdict                               

IGNORAMUS-  

(We do not know). 

Weldon was livid. 

May 1648 

We need to make an                

example of these                                  

delinquents. Hang them! 

Sir Antony              

Weldon 

Swanscombe 

IGNORAMUS 

 I would not walk 

across the street 

of  Rochester to 

save one soul 

from ruin that 

subscribed the 

petition. 

1450 

Anger led to a Kent petition.  The Kentish rebels wanted 

the King and Parliament to make peace, the army to be 

disbanded and for an end to unfair taxation. They met 

at Rochester, to the anger of Sir Antony Weldon, and 

then planned to follow in the footsteps of the great 

Kent rebellions,  Wat tyler’s peasant revolt 

(1381) & Jack cade’s revolt( 1450) to Blackheath. 

Saved by                  

Magna Carta 

When Adam delved 

and Eve span, who then 

were the gentleman? 

In 1381, Wat Tyler led the peasants of Kent from Dartford to Blackheath along the Dover Road.      

Rebel priest John Ball gave his famous speech about equality, before they marched on London. 

1381 

John 

Ball 

Plum Pudding rioters’ trial     

In Canterbury those arrested for breaking the Xmas 

ban were tried by judge Richard Cresheld. 
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THE ROYALIST RISING IN KENT 1648 by COLONEL GEORGE COLOMB, p37  Archaeologia Cantiana, Volume 9, 1874  

The Kent Petition 1648   
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We know the names of of many Crayford Kentish rebels: Deposed rector Edward May, parish 

clerk Thomas Andrews, blacksmith William Parry, bricklayer Dan Esterson, and hop 

dresser George Binny.  It’s likely some of them were among the Kent rebels at Blackheath.  The      

petition urged King and Parliament to find a way to make peace. Crayfordians were fed up with a 

war that had taken the lives of many local men and impoverished the town through crippling taxes 

imposed on them to maintain the New Model Army.  For five years, Crayford people had had to 

deal with war, plague and famine.  The Parliamentary Christmas ban had been the last straw.   

2626 INFORMATION of                          

RICHARD HOLLAMORE 
 AGAINST John Barefoote of 

Crayford, husbandman, for         
engrossing 2,000 bushels of apples 
(£200) and 1,000 bushels of pears 

(£100) at Crayford between 27 
March 1647 and 7 March 1648 

(subscribed) Sworn in court. 
(m138) 

2627 INFORMATION of                          

RICHARD HOLLAMORE 
 AGAINST John Barefoote of                

Crayford, husbandman, for           
exercising the trade of fruiterer at 

Crayford between 1 April 1647 and 
7 March 1648, without having 

served the 7 years apprenticeship 
stipulated by statute (Subscribed) 

Sworn in court.  
(m139) 

ENGROSSING 

1647 saw widespread famine in Crayford.  Richard            

Hollamore was prosecuted for engrossing. The statute of  

Edward VI. (1552); stated any one who bought a crop just to sell 
it again was made liable to two months' imprisonment with           
forfeit of the goods. A second offence was punished by six 

months' imprisonment and forfeit of double the value of the 
goods, and a third by the pillory and utter ruin. 

Famine in 1647Sparked Anger in Kent 

On the 29th of May, 1648, nearly 10,000 Kent petitioners marched to Blackheath via Crayford 

on the Dover Road. They found General Fairfax waiting for them with 7000 horse and foot. 

The Royalist leaders asked for a pass for ten of them, to present their Petition to Parliament 

in Westminster, and that the main body would meantime stay at a distance. 

Calendar of Assize Records Charles I                                        
National Archives 

The March to Blackheath  
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There were others, who believed the answer to the county’s problems was the Levellers' ‘an 

Agreement of the People.’ This spoke of a ‘neW Jerusalem’ a fairer, more equal society, 

where everyone would have a voice. This is what ‘Freeborn John’ Lilburne had promoted in 

Dartford market square in January, 1648. However, when Colonel Thomas Rainsborough,     

another leading Leveller, arrived in Kent, he realised that most people had had enough of radical 

change.  They wanted a return to the status quo. To them change meant war, famine and misery. 

Rainsborough had been given command of the Parliamentary fleet at Chatham following the      

Putney Debates and sensed local hostility to Parliament.  When he went ashore in Deal the crew 

of his flag ship ‘constant reformatIon’ mutinied and refused to allow him to return 

My marriners are so  
mutinous I dare not 

venture to sea with them 

DEAL CASTLE 

The case is altered we have concurred 
with the Kentish gentleman and 

there is no admittance aboard for 
you Mr Thomas Rainsborough Sir. 

Colonel Thomas                     

Rainsborough 

Admiral of the 

fleet 

 May 

1648 

Royalist Kent Naval Mutiny   
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Lord Fairfax was ordered to block the Kent rebels progress to London.  He received a message 

from the rebel leaders Sir Thomas Peyton and Sir Edward Hales asking to allow them to take 

their petition to Parliament after they had gathered at Blackheath.  However, Fairfax refused to         

accept their request and ordered the feared New Model Army to stop them. 

New Model Army Horse , 1645 William Barns Wollen NAM 

Sir Tom         

Peyton 

Sir Edward 

Hales 

‘We have taken up arms to defend                    
ourselves; we invade not your right,   
but stand firm to secure our own.’ 
Peyton and Hales at Blackheath                    

Sir Thomas 

Fairfax 

30th May1648 

Kent rebels turned back  
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The Kentish rebels were forced to retreat over Shooters Hill to Bexley Heath .  Among 

them were two Crayford men, Richards, Wiles and Willcocks.  They were seen with swords drawn 

and muskets primed as the first shots were exchanged with the New Model Army scouts, forcing 

the Royalists to fall back through Crayford to muster their forces at Dartford.  Meanwhile, the New 

Model Army, under the command of Lord Fairfax, camped for the night at Eltham. 

The Kentish Note Book: A Half-yearly Magazine of Notes   1894 

The Kent Petitioners retreat through Crayford May 30th 1648        Kate Morton 

Kent rebels turned back   

For centuries Kentish people have                                                     
taken inspiration from the county motto                        

INVICTA-’Unconquered.’ 
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Political and religious differences had damaged the moral of the New Model Army. However, 

the Kent rising restored their unity.  It was one thing they could all agree on.  The 'Man of 

blood,' King Charles, must be finally defeated and brought to justice. He had to pay the price 

for making war on the people. The first step in bringing this about was to destroy the Kentish rebels, 

who had been reported to be at Holy Trinity, Dartford, where they had seized its gunpowder store. 

At dawn, on 31 May 1648, the New Model Army arrived on heathland close to William Draper’s 

home at May Place. They had in their possession eight abandoned rebel guns.  This area, then 

called Crayford Heath, was where Fairfax had decided to launch his attack on the Royalist 

rebels. Fairfax had chosen Crayford as a rallying point, as it stood on high ground overlooking the 

Dover Road to Dartford. Draper must have been relieved to see the New Model Army arrive, as he 

had found himself outnumbered locally by Royalist rebels that opposed his Puritan views. 

31st May1648 

‘Fairfax, with four regiments of horse and three of foot, with some other troops marched to 
Eltham, where they lay in the fields all night.  Next day they mustered on Crayford Heath, 
and one wing marched through Dartford to attack the Royalist, under Major Child, who had 
fortified the Bridge at Northfleet, and was prepared to defend it.’ 

 
The Royalist Rising in Kent (Columb) Archeologica Cantiana vol 9   CCCU 

Robert Morden map of Kent 1695 

The Roundhead muster on Crayford Heath 

was between May Place and St Paulinus 

church. shown by green symbols on map          

New model army Muster   
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May Place lay to the north of St Paulinus Church, Crayford, on the site of the Barnehurst Golf Club. It 
was a Jacobean mansion, which was damaged in World War 2 and demolished in 1961.  During the 
English Civil War, May Place was the home of William and Mary Draper. Draper’s father 
Robert, a London Merchant Taylor, bought most of Crayford in 1623. William served on three Kent 
committees (1648-1650).  His wife Mary was the daughter of Richard Cresheld, an M.P who 
helped draft the Petition of Right in 1628, which sought to re-assert Magna Carta and curtail the 
power of the King. Cresheld also presided over the trial of the Plum Pudding rioters in Canterbury in 
1648, which helped to provoke the Kentish Royalist rebellion and Second Civil War. 

The New Model Army Horse arriving at the Draper’s May Place House, 31st May, 1648       Kate Morton 

Exterior of May Place House recreated in 3DVR by RH Viz                                                                May Place interior RH Viz 

Roundheads at May place   
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Hourly I waited to be seized, which must cost the seizers, or some of 

them, their lives, for I shall not be their prisoner to be led in triumph.  

Sir Antony                   

Weldon                           

Meanwhile Crayford Royalist Thomas Laurence had gathered stolen horses to take to 

Lord Goring the leader of the Royalist rebels at Rochester.  The Royalists also raided              

Cobham Hall for weapons to defend themselves from the impending New Model Army attack.  

Major Childs, the Royalist leader at Northfleet, ordered his six hundred rebels to prepare a 

defensive position by the bridge at Northfleet.  Childs had organised one particularly nasty trap. 

He had ordered his men to conceal razor sharp plough harrows in the muddy River Ebbsfleet to 

tear apart any Roundhead Cavalry trying to outflank the Royalist rebels. 

The Royalist rebels had fallen back from Dartford to Northfleet, so they could build their defence at 

the point where the Dover Road crossed the River Ebbsfleet. Before the battle, on 1 June, 1648,       

Puritan Sir Antony Weldon, the Chair of Parliament’s Kent Committee, had prepared to meet 

his end. Weldon was in his sixties and waited in his manor house at Swanscombe for the Royalists 

to arrest or kill him.  He was determined to defend his home and die if necessary for his cause. 

1st June 1648 

Swanscombe Manor House          

A plough harrow concealed under           
water was deadly with its                     
sharp spikes 

Weldon refuses to surrender  
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 The  1st June 

Bridge, Northfleet  

Battle of Stone 
1648 

At Crayford, Fairfax ordered Major Husband with three     

hundred horse and a hundred infantry to attack Major 

chIld’s six hundred Royalist rebels at Stonebridge, Northfleet. 

When Major Husband tried to outflank the Royalist defenders, by      

wading the River Ebbsfleet further along the river, the hidden 

plough harrows tore the body of his horse open.  A  similar fate 

met the rest of the New Model horse.  Husband then ordered the             

Roundheads to charge straight at the rebel’s barricade on the 

bridge.  However, the bulk of the Royalist’s managed to retreat 

to Gravesend.  By the time Husband’s men arrived, the town 

was deserted as the rebels had left via Malling for Maidstone. 

One survivor was Sir Antony Weldon.  He lived to see       

Parliamentarian order restored, before he died and was buried  

at Swanscombe, on 27th, October, 1648.   

The Battle of Stonebridge  

London to Dover map, 1675 by John Ogilby 

The Battle of Stonebridge, Northfleet 1st June, 1648        Kate Morton 
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What followed the action at Northfleet, was the Battle of Maidstone later that same day.  It 

was fought in a raging summer thunderstorm, a metaphor for the chaos that was unleashed 

on that bloody, summer’s evening. The battle involved intense street to street fighting in heavy 

rain, with each Royalist barricade ferociously defended. The Kent rebels battled bravely against the 

battle-hardened troops of the New Model Army, but stood no chance against Fairfax’s professional 

soldiers.  They finally accepted defeat at midnight, at the height of a wild electric storm. 

1st June 1648 
Midnight assault on Maidstone   Bob Moulder 

Lord Goring Earl 

of Norwich 
Sir Thomas Fairfax 

 The 
 1st June 

Battle of Maidstone 

1648 
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‘The fight began at 7 at night, about a mile from Maidstone and before we 
could beat them from hedge to hedge and get at the barricades it was past 9 
o’clock. After we entered the town we disputed every street and the enemy had 
8 pieces of ordinance which they discharged about 20 times when our men came 
into the streets. And by God’s mighty help and assistance we overcame them 
between 12 and 1, being every minute of the time firing upon them and they      
upon us. There were in all 200 slain in and about the town. Captain Prize, a 
gallant and honest man, and Colonel Hewson’s Captain Lft was also slain of 
ours and about 30 men most of them fell at the cannons mouth with case shot.’                     
     Archaeologia Cantiana Volume XCVII 1981 

 The 
 1st June 

Battle of Maidstone 

1648 

Parliamentarian George Thompson recounted the assault on Maidstone in a letter written 
on 2nd, June, 1648.  It was discovered in Kingston-upon-Hull archive in Yorkshire by historian Robert 
Temple and reproduced by him in Archaeologia Cantiana Volume XCVII 1981: 

John Speed’s Map of Kent 1627 showing Maidstone 
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The experience of General Fairfax won the day, against the incompetence of the Royalist                        

commander, Lord Goring, Earl of Norwich.  Fairfax was able to outflank the Royalists in 

Maidstone, by crossing an undefended bridge further along the Medway at East Farleigh.   

Battle of                     

Maidstone 

June 1 1648 

The lads who had joined the rebellion 
from Crayford were almost certainly 
amongst the Royalist rebels, who           
surrendered that storm lashed night.  
Three hundred rebels were killed and 
a thousand were taken prisoner and 
held captive in All Saints 

Church. Having acquitted                 
themselves well in a bloody defence 
against the professionals of the New 
Model  Army, Fairfax showed them 
mercy, After being disarmed they 
were allowed by Fairfax to 

return to home. 

Roundhead Victory        

Musket shot fired during the Battle of Maidstone in 
1648 are still visible  on the door of All Saints. 

All Saints    

surrender  

The Kent Royalist rebels surrender at All Saints church to General Fairfax  2nd June, 1648        Kate Morton 

Defeat of the Kentish rebels   
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As a result of this Parliamentary victory, the still sizeable Royalist force of around 6,000 men           
dispersed from Burham Heath, with the bulk retreating northwards under the Earl of          

Norwich. with a view to regrouping and taking London itself. When they found the city gates 
were closed, the remnant of the Royalist force moved on into Essex with Fairfax in hot pursuit. The 
retreating Royalists decided to make their defence from the Earl of Norwich's home town 
of Colchester on 13 June, 1648. The Royalist rebels were besieged and finally surrendered in 
late August after some ten weeks of deprivation and famine.  Unlike at Maidstone, Fairfax showed 
no mercy to the defeated Royalist commanders, Sir Charles Lucas and George Lisle.  They were shot. 

Execution of Sir Charles Lucas and George Lisle by firing squad in 1648 at Colchester castle.   Duncan 1890 

I had the              

Royalist                  

commanders, 

Lisle and Lucas 

shot for                        

refusing to               

surrender               

Colchester. 
Sir Thomas 

Fairfax 

Siege of Colchester 12 June-28 August 1648                  

Parliament’s Victory   
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All hope was lost for the rebels at Colchester, when Cromwell defeated a Royalist Scots army, 

commanded by the Duke of Hamilton, at the Battle of Preston. The Scottish army had 

hoped to restore Charles I to the throne and create a unified, Presbyterian church for England and 

Scotland.  However, defeat dashed Royalist hopes of victory and ended the Second Civil War.  

The Battle of Preston 17-19 Aug 1648 

If the Scottish army had co-ordinated their attacks with rebels in Kent, Essex and Wales they could have 

defeated the Parliamentary forces.  However Cromwell and Fairfax were able to deal with each threat 

individually and overwhelm them with the power of the New Model Army 

 In 1638, thousands of Scots signed the National Covenant, pledging to 

resist changes imposed by Charles I on their church. In 1643 this brought 
them into the First English Civil War on the side of Parliament, but they 

switched sides to back the King in the Second Civil War as they felt              
threatened by Cromwell’s belief in free Protestant worship. 

 'Battle of Preston and Walton', Charles Cattermole 1877      Harris Museum  

Parliament’s Victory  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_English_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_of_England
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The Execution of Charles I of England  Jan Wessop          Scottish National Gallery 

PART  7: 

The aftermath of 

The Second            

Civil war                          

1648-1655 
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In the very month that the rebellion in Kent broke out, May 1648, William Draper had been              

appointed to the Commissioners for Assessments in the County of Kent.  This position              

adjudicated fines for those thought to have assisted the Royalist cause during the war.   

It’s likely that William Draper would have played a role in determining the fines, that were           

handed out to the surviving Kentish rebels.  We know that Crayford rector, Edward May, was            

involved in the rebellion, and had the parish taken from him as well as being ordered to keep ten 

miles away from his church.  Other Crayfordians fined for their part in the rebellion included parish 

clerk Thomas Andrews; Richard Wiles and William Willcocks for plundering homes in 

Bexleyheath and Thomas Laurence for procuring horses and guns for the Royalists.  After the 

King’s execution, Draper also cracked down on what were known as Crayford’s ‘Tippling Houses.’ 

 

121 INdictment of                          

Oliver Blann 
 of Crayford, victualler, for keeping a 

common tippling house at Crayford on 
1 March 1649 and other occasions 
(Endorsed) TRUE BILL (m142) 

 
122 INDICTMENT of                          

John FINCH 

 of Crayford, victualler, for keeping a 
common tippling house at Crayford on 

1 March 1649 and other occasions 
(Endorsed) TRUE BILL (m143) 

Journals of the House of Lords - Volume 10 - Page 240 

Passing Judgement on the Kent rebellion 1648 

Draper’s Puritan crackdown  

https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=5iQzAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA240&dq=william+draper+of+crayford+1648&hl=en&newbks=1&newbks_redir=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwist_XNnMOAAxU5g_0HHVAsAt8Q6AF6BAgNEAI
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Dartford, during the Civil War, proved itself to be a hotbed of idealists.  Radicals, Vavasor Powell  

and Leveller John Lilburne had all found an audience in the town. After the failed Royalist uprising 

of 1648, the New Model Army garrisoned Colonel Nathaniel Rich's regiment of horse in the town.  

Many of Rich’s men gathered in the market square to listen to the famous preacher Laurence 

Clarkson, who was part of a radical group of Protestants known as the Ranters. Clarkson was 

invited to speak in Dartford by Cornet Nicholas Lockyer and what he said was hugely 

controversial.  Clarkson claimed that the idea of sin had been, "invented by the ruling class to keep 

the poor in order," and that the only commandment he felt worthwhile was "Thou shalt not kill." 

He admitted that most of the others he had broken often, particularly adultery.  Clarkson saw  

nothing wrong with it, and this gained for him a reputation for sexual promiscuity. Clarkson also 

supported the ‘proto-communist’ ideas of Gerrard Winstanley and his Diggers, or True         

Levellers, who set up a commune on common ground at st george’s hIll, Surrey in 1649.’       

Clarkson’s advocacy of free love/communal living are reminiscent of the 1960s Hippy movement. 

Laurence Clarkson  The Lost Sheep Found:  Journeys in Kent p21            (1660).   

Ranter  

Laurence 

Clarkson 

A Ranter in Dartford 1648  
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After the Royalist defeat at Maidstone, we know that many Crayford men were fined for their part 

in the rebellion.  One of these men was Edward May, who was not allowed to come within ten 

miles of Crayford.  It was probably the popular May’s banishment that led to local anger.  An         

ambiguous line in Crayford rector, thomas thoroWgood’s dIary mentions that two men 

had brought about his problems and hurt him financially.  Could one of these men he refers to be 

the man Parliament deposed in his favour, former rector and Royalist poet Edward May? 

‘No man can say I was at any time instrumental to the molestation or             
sequestring of any one, neither did I ever directly or indirectly goe about 

to invade or possess the Title or Interest of any.’ 

‘My great losses in Kent are certified by 2 men of Crayford                         
who I have but never had any recompence.’ 

Thomas thoroWgood’s dIary 1648      congregatIonal church hIstorIcal socIety In 1925  

Crayford’s Puritan rector Thorowgood was ostracised by his parishioners.      Cassells Illustrated History of England  

These lines in Thorowgood’s diary seem to indicate he had been accused of betraying local Crayford 

men, possibly including Edward May, to Kent’s Parliamentary Committee.  This was an accusation 

that Thorowgood strongly denied in his diary.  It was also the accusation that years later 

probably lead to Thorowgood being excluded from the St Paulinus rector board. 

Thomas  thoroWgood’s dIary 1648      congregatIonal church hIstorIcal socIety In 1925  

Thorowgood accused  
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Thorowgood found himself with enemies on both sides of the Cavalier/Roundhead divide.  Whilst 

Crayfordians saw him as a Parliament stooge, the New Model Army men garrisoned in 

Crayford at the rectory accused him of being a closet Royalist, ‘a cavalIer rogue.’  

The Parlamt Army lay sore y-upon me, 20 or 30 at a time & 
in conclusion calling me Cavallier Rogue they tooke away 

myHorse and whatever els they found.  ’ 
Thomas  thoroWgood’s dIary 1648      congregatIonal church hIstorIcal socIety In 1925  

Parliament sent New Model Army soldiers to bolster the Roundhead garrison in Kent following the 1648 rebellion                     
Roundheads garrisoned in a church   John Frederick Herring I                         Towneley Hall Art Gallery & Museum 

Thorowgood: Cavalier Rogue  
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 The anger with parliament was widespread in 1648.  Thorowgood was forced to avoid making him-

self a target of popular protest by stepping back from his leading position amongst the Assembly of 

Divines.  He was among ‘dIssentIng mInIsters,’ who argued against the King being executed and   

argued for King Charles I to be restored to the throne, as head of a reformed Presbyterian church.  

I came no more to ye Assembly, but repaired to an  eminent                          
Gentleman in ye Temple & told him what  ye Divines had done               
desiring him to sollicite ye  men of his profession to do the like:  

‘The Dissenting Ministers Vindication of Themselves London 1648 ’ p536    Harleian Miscellany · 1809  

Thomas  thoroWgood’s dIary 1648      congregatIonal church hIstorIcal socIety In 1925  

The Battle to Save the king  
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Thomas Thorowgood also put his name to a pamphlet that warned against the spread of 

‘subversive’ ideas of equality, laid out in the Leveller’s, ‘an agreement of the people .’  

anti agreement of the people  

The History of the Puritans: Or, Protestant Non-Conformists,    Daniel Neal 1755 
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On 6 December 1648, Colonel Thomas Pride and his soldiers stood outside St Stephen's  

Chapel and, as the Commons convened that morning, arrested 45 Members and excluded a further 

186 whom the Army thought were unlikely to support its goal of punishing the King.  This was 

prIde’s purge.  It set up the ’rump parlIament that was able to force through an 'Act' on 6th 

January, 1649, to ignore the Lords and to set up a court to try Charles I for high treason.  

Crayford Rector, Thomas Thorowgood, was appalled by this turn of events. Together with the other                     

Westminster Divines, he had supported Parliament’s plan to put King Charles I back on the throne, 

at the head of a reformed Presbyterian, Church of England.  Thorowgood described in his diary how 

this virtual, ‘military coup’ by officers loyal to Cromwell, left him, ‘filled with feare.’ 

6th December 1648 

Colonel Thomas 

Pride 

‘When ye wildnes of the Army was more visible & encreased, I was 
with others filled with feare & astonishment not yet suspecting such 
horrid abominations, but hoping and believing they dare not infringe 

the covenant & when his Majesty’s concessions at the Isle of Wight.’ 

Thomas  thoroWgood’s dIary 1648                                                                

Congregational Church Historical Society in 1925  

Pride’s Purge & the Rump  
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 Whilst he was in Crayford,  Thorowgood began writing, ‘Jews in America, or Probabilities that 

those Indians are Judaical. ’ This book is considered to have been one of those that influenced  

Cromwell to allow Jews to return to England in the 1650s. (They were expelled by 

Edward I in 1290).Thorowgood argued that the indigenous Americans were descended from Jews, 

who had migrated there in biblical times. In support of this idea, Thorowgood cited similarities he 

saw between the Jewish religion, as described in the Bible, and beliefs or practices of indigenous 

Americans, as reported by John Eliot, a Puritan missionary. Thorowgood believed that Eliot’s 

conversion of the indigenous Americans to Christianity was the ‘conversion of the Jews’ prophesised 

in the New Testament (Romans). This fulfilment of the prophecy would mark the return of Christ.  

Could Thorowgood’s apocalyptic beliefs be linked to his unhappy spell as Crayford’s rector? 

Protestant missionary John Eliot                     

John Eliot depicted in 

‘Missionary explorers among the 

American Indians’  

 Thorowgood's  Jews in America, was first published a year after he left Crayford in 1650. It was one of the first                   
proponents of the "Jewish Indian" theory, which had a strong influence on persuading Cromwell to allow the return  of 
the Jews to England in the 1650s.  This 1660 edition (above) has a slightly modified title: ‘Jews in America, or Probabilities 
that those Indians are Judaical, made more probable by some Additionals to the former Conjectures.’  

Enabling The Jews Return  

‘Jews in America,’ (1660) by  Crayford rector Thomas Throwgood’  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_Indian_theory
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The trial of Charles I began on 20 January, 1649 in Westminster Hall, with Crayford Rector 

Thomas Thorowgood in attendance. He witnessed the drama of the opening of the trial, when the 

King clashed with Solicitor General John Cook. Charles had refused to accept the right of 

Cook to try him for high treason because treason was an act against the King.  When Cook ignored 

Charles’s attempts to address the court, Charles struck him across his shoulder with a cane and it’s 

ornate silver tip broke off and clattered onto the floor between them.  With nobody willing to pick it 

up for him, Charles was forced to stoop down to retrieve it himself. It was a highly symbolic moment 

showing how power had shifted. Thorowgood outlines in his diary that he tried to stop judge 

John Bradshaw condemning the King to death, but to no avail. The Westminster Hall court 

found Charles guilty of  high treason and sentenced the King to be beheaded.  

‘I mett one of those Judges as he was 
going to that fatall bench & used words 

& arguments to divert him. When 
that calamatious day approached I 
did solemnly fast and pray with the 

little company in my family. Two or 3 
dayes after one of that bloudy crew 
would needs know of me walking in 

Westminster Hall why I subscribed 
that wicked Vindication.  I presently 
answered It was my desire somewhat 
might remaine upon record how much 
I did abhour that Jesuitical doctrine 

& practice of king-killing.’ 
Thomas Throwgood's arguments with the           
regicides made the news in Marchamont          

Nedham’s Mercurius  Pragmaticus 

Thomas  thoroWgood’s dIary 1648                                                                

Congregational Church Historical             

Society in 1925  

Trial of King Charles I in Westminster Hall 1684 

Jan 1649 

Trial of King Charles I 1649  
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The King was declared guilty on Saturday, 27 January, 1649 and sentenced to death, ‘by the               

severing of his head from his body.’ During the rest of that day, signatures were collected for his 

death warrant. This was eventually signed by 59 of the Commissioners.  As a leading 

member of the Westminster Assembly of Divines, Crayford rector Thomas Thorowgood was asked 

to add his name to the death warrant.  His diary recounts how one of  Cromwell’s men offered him 

bribes for his signature.  Fortunately for Thorowgood, he opted not to become a Regicide, as on 

the Restoration of King Charles II, many signatories that were still alive were executed.  

The cursed Engagement (which in due time I trust shall have its due) 
followed soone after, which I did ever refuse to take, notwithstanding 
all persuasions & threats & that cost me deare in more places & wayes 
than one. It was no meane man but one of Olivers knights that offred 

me no meane preferment if I would subscribe, but, blessed be God, 
though I was tempted, they overcame me not. ‘ 

Thomas  thoroWgood’s dIary 1649 congregatIonal church hIstorIcal socIety In 1925  

Death warrant of Charles I showing the signatures of the Regicides    Parliamentary Archives, HL/PO/JO/10/1/297A  

Refusing to be a Regicide  



 89 

 

 

 Crayford Rector Thomas Thorowgood  & 
The Trial of Charles I   

Thorowgood 

At the end of King Charles I's trial, on Saturday 27th January, 1649, Crayford's Puritan rector, Thomas Thorowgood, 
refused an approach from one of Cromwell's men to sign the Regicide document condemning the King to death.                                
              Picture by Kate Morton 
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‘I met a good friend inWestminster Abby going with a great booke to 
Barbarous Bradshaw,& whose wayes I know he abhorred as much as my 

selfe ; when he saw me amazed, you remember not, he said, the Spanish 
proverbe, A wise man will have a friend in Hell as well as in Heaven.’ 

 After declaring Charles I guilty as a "Tyrant, Traitor, Murderer, and a public enemy," President of the 

High Court of Justice, John Bradshaw did not allow the king any final words. Under English law, a 

condemned prisoner was no longer alive and therefore did not have the right to speak, and             

Bradshaw followed this tradition strictly. Thorowgood’s diary condemns Bradshaw  as ‘BarBarous.’  

John Bradshaw Judge 

Charles I is a tyrant, murderer and 

public enemy to the good of this           

nation.  He out of wicked design to 

uphold his own power, tried to                   

overthrow the rights and liberties of 

the people of England.  He shall 

therefore be put to death by severing 

of his head from his body. 

Thomas  thoroWgood’s dIary 1649 congregatIonal church hIstorIcal socIety In 1925  

Charles I (1600-1649) at his Trial by Charles Bower  Royal Collection Trust 

‘The Barbarous’ Bradshaw 
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On Tuesday 30 January,1649, the King had risen early and dressed for the icy weather. He 

wore two shirts, so that he wouldn’t shiver, and make people think he was frightened. The place of         

execution was a black draped scaffold outside the Banqueting Hall, the site of so many Stuart 

Christmas revels. A huge crowd had gathered in the bitter weather, but we can assume Thomas 

Thorowgood was not amongst them, as there is no mention of him witnessing the execution in his 

diary. The King wearing a white nightcap, took off his cloak and laid down. After a little pause, the 

King stretched out his hand, and his executioner, severed his head with one clean blow. England 

had killed its King!  Thorowgood’s diary shows that he later got into more trouble by offering 

up prayers for the executed King, who after the Restoration became seen as an Anglican martyr. 

Jan 30 1649 

I GO FROM A                            

CORRUPTIBLE TO AN             

INCORRUPTIBLE CROWN; 

WHERE NO DISTURBANCE 

CAN BE, NO                                

DISTURBANCE IN                   

THE WORLD. 

Charles I 

The Execution of Charles I 1649  from a contemporary ballad sheet   

‘I did every Lords day in such a manner pray for the King & the 
Royall family that the said noble Earle, then under a cloud also, gave 

me thanks & encouraged me, but an Army officer, sitting right 
against me in the Church threw downe his hatt in a rage & said he 

would putt me out of ye pulpitt.’  
Thomas  thoroWgood’s dIary 1649 congregatIonal church hIstorIcal socIety In 1925  

The Execution of Charles I  
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indictment of John Martin and Mary 

martin (crossed out) 
 his wife of Crayford, for burglary.  On 10 Oct 1649 they           

burgled the parish church of Crayford and stole a velvet          
pulpit cloth (£10) and velvet cushion for the pulpit, (endorsed) 
William Smith, Thomas King. True Bill for Martin; ignoramus 

for his wife.  At large 

Thomas Thorowgood left Crayford in 1649, to take the post of assistant rector at Kingston-

upon-Thames.  This loss of status (he only took a position as assistant rector) shows the desperation 

he felt to leave a parish that had totally rejected him.  Despite his diary denials, parishioners 

blamed him for the punishments handed out to local men after the Kentish Royalist rebellion of 

1648. Indeed, evidence from the West Kent Assizes (1649) shows the lack of respect for the church 

in  Crayford at this time, with John and May Martin of Crayford guilty of stealing from the church. 

1649 

 ‘While I was thus & by this means without                  
employment, the Honourable Earle of Kent & some 

other persons of quality invited me to  Kingston .’ 

Robert Saxton’s Map of Southeast England in 1575 showing Thorowgood’s new parish, All Saints church, Kingston.                                          

Calendar of West Kent Assize Records Charles I   National Archives 

St Paulinus church, Crayford pulpit Thomas  thoroWgood’s dIary 1649 cghs 1925 

Forced out of Crayford  
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The majority of Crayford people had supported the Kent rebellion in 1648, so it wasn’t only Thomas 

Thorowgood, who faced being ostracised by the parish.  William Draper shared his Puritan, Calvinist, 

values and must have felt increasingly isolated when the Puritan rector was forced to leave Saint         

Paulinus.  This came to a head in 1650, when two of his estate workers, John Eustace and         

Richard Dummowle were tried at Maidstone for embezzling from him, but the juries found 

both men not guilty.  That same year, William Draper was elected as Sheriff of Kent for his services to 

Parliament, but it was an honour that he was destined never to enjoy.  The aftermath of the Second 

Civil War had taken its toll on him, and he died on New Year’s Day 1650 before taking up the post. 

333 Indictment of                 

John Eustace 
 of Crayford, labourer for embezzlement. 

On 27 Apr 1650 at Crayford he embezzled 
a fowling piece (32), 6 bushels of wheat 

(£2), 2 bushels of Barley (8s), a bushel of 
malt (4s), a bushel of wheat (5s), 100 bavins 

(fasces )bound twigs and 3 planks (10s) 
belonging to William Draper esq his 
master Cf. no.334 (endorsed) William 
Draper, Henry Luson, William Fowler, 

William Lethell, John Barler.                                
Ignoramus  (m. 76) 

333 Indictment of                         

Richard Dunmowle 

 of Crayford, labourer for grand larceny. On 27 
Apr 1650 at Crayford he stole 2 bushels of               

Barley (8s), a bushel of malt (4s), a bushel of 
wheat (5s), 100 bavins (7s)bound twigs and 3 
planks (10s) and 3 bars (9s) from William 

Draper Cf. no.333 (endorsed) William Draper, 
Henry Lewson, William Fowler, William           

Lethell, John Barler.                                                                         
Ignoramus   (m’77) 

Death of William Draper fromSt Paulinus Parish records, 1650   Bexley Local Studies and Archives 

William and Mary Draper’s                

memorial at St Paulinus Church 

Crayford 

William died in 1650 and Mary             

followed in 1652 

1650 

Calendar of West Kent Assize Records Charles I              
National Archives 

Death of William draper 1650  
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Dr Thomas Vane survived the war and was still living in Paris in 1652, during the Inter Regnum 

as it was too dangerous for him to return home, once he had converted to Catholicism.  His book,              

‘a lost sheep returned home: or the motIves of the conversIon of thomas 

vane,(1652)’ had been dedicated to Charles's Catholic queen, Henrietta Maria.  It was credited by the 

Queen’s Catholic chaplain, Father Cyprien, with converting many Englishman to the Catholic faith.  

Consequently, it met with a response from Puritan presses.  Dr Vane was denounced by Edward                

Chisenhall, in his catholIc hIstory’ (1653), as an apostate who had betrayed his country. 

Dedication page for Chisenhall’s"Catholic History" showed Vane living with the Pope in the House of Vanitas (Vanity). 

1653 

Princeton University Art Museum 

Vane v Chisenhall 1653  
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In October 1650, a year after the departure of Thomas Thorowgood, another Puritan, David                 

Clarkson. was ‘imposed by Parliament’ on the parish of Crayford.  The bitterness of the Royalist 

defeat in the Second Civil War had not disappeared.  Edward May, who had been Catholic convert 

Dr Thomas Vane’s curate and then his successor as rector in 1643, challenged Clarkson’s right to 

take the parish and took his complaint to Protector Cromwell himself with a petition in 1655. 

Calendar of State Papers Domestic Series 1655  

The Protector 

Oliver                  

Cromwell            

May v Clarkson 1655  
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edWard may’s petItIon to Cromwell was supported by the people of Crayford (A), who sent in 

their own ‘character reference’ petition to the Lord Protector.  However, Colonel Blunt (B), 

who was a colonel in the Parliamentary Army and Kent’s MP in the ‘Barebones Parliament,’ pointed 

out that May’s had taken part in the Royalist rebellion and been ordered to remain 10 miles from 

Crayford.  Facing defeat, May played for time (C), by asking to submit a written response from his 

lawyer to the Lord Protector Cromwell. 

Calendar of State Papers Domestic Series 1655  

A 

B 

C 

May v Clarkson 1655  
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Once Colonel Blunt had informed the Protector that edWard may’ was a convicted rebel,  

davId clarkson’s appointment in 1650, as rector of Crayford by the Committee of Plundered 

Ministers, was confirmed.  However, the decision prompted a mini rebellion in Crayford (D).  On the 

25th August, 1655, the townsfolk sneaked into Clarkson’s tithe field and stole £80 worth of hops.  

This led to the Lord Protector ordering the arrest of May and his accomplices hop dresser 

George Binny and bricklayer Dan Esterson. 

Calendar of State Papers Domestic Series 1655  

D 

1655 

May v Clarkson 1655  

David Clarkson (1622–1686) NPG Hop fields were often the source of tithe payments in Kent  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Clarkson_(minister)
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1655 

clarkson’s victory over Edward May was a pyrrhic victory.  His position as rector of       
Crayford was untenable with out the support of local people, who had overwhelmingly shown that 
they wanted May returned to the pulpit.  By 1656, Clarkson had departed for Mortlake.  However, 
unlike Thomas Thorowgood, whose name does not appear on the parish rector board, Clarkson’s 
name is on the list beside a reminder of the bitterness of those Civil War years, ‘and others    

Intruded By parlIament.’  

Crayford’s Tithe Hop rebellion 25th August, 1655        Kate Morton 

David Clarkson          

Congregational History 1567-1700: John Waddington p531 

Clarkson’s  Pyrrhic Victory  

https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=B7Wz4QGMhXIC&pg=PA531&dq=david+clarkson+crayford&hl=en&newbks=1&newbks_redir=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiD3f741cqAAxWHJcAKHViFCmwQ6AF6BAgNEAI
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King Charles II by John Michael Wright (1617-94)    Royal Collection Trust 
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In 1660 Charles II was restored to the throne by a nation tired of the harshness of Cromwell’s            

Protectorate.  On May 9th, 1660 the news of the King’s impending return reached Dartford, 

giving Holy Trinity church time to arrange for bells to be rung to greet him.  After leaving 

Dover, Charles progressed along the Dover Road heading for London.  He stopped near Gravesend 

on the 28th May to spend the night at Cobham Hall, before making his way towards Dartford 

the following day.  The bell ringers who were kept busy all day received a very handsome gratuity 

of thirty shillings (£1.50), a considerable sum in 1660. 

Bellringers in a 17th-century woodcut from the book: Old Parish Life: A Guide for the Curious  

‘May 9th . News arrived in Dartford that the king, Charles II , is 
proclaimed in London . 

Tuesday, May 29th . King Charles’s restoration , -general                   
rejoicing, —the king passes through the town from Cobham where he 
had slept ; the bells rung nearly the whole day, and the ringers receive 

Holy Trinity, Dartford  Church Wardens Ac ounts 1660 quoted by John Dunkin644 

Dartford’s Restoration bells  
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Charles was then met on Dartford Heath on Tuesday, May 29th by the New Model Horse      
under the command of General George Monck.  This was the very same Horse that had          
mustered on Crayford Heath, and then went on to crush the Royalist rebellion in Kent at Maidstone 
twelve years before.  On Dartford Heath, Monck read out an address, which was referred to in the 
Parish records and is quoted below: 

‘Tuesday May 29th .’Several regiments of horse are stationed on Dartford – heath 

under General Monk, to await the king’s coming, when they present an address to his 
majesty thus commencing “ With such joys as flow from reverence and love , we             
present ourselves before your sacred majesty. ”  This address was most favourably            
received, and the troops permitted to accompany the king to London.’ 

General Monck kneels before King Charles II on his triumphant return to England  29th May, 1660         Cassells History of England 1880 

Dartford heath Welcome  

Holy Trinity, Dartford  Church Wardens Accounts 16604 
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His Most Excellent Maiestie King Charles The Second, 
our Most Gracious Soveraign 

The humble Address of the Officers of the severall Regiments of Horse under the Command of his                      
Excellency the Lord General MONCK, as it was pre­sented by them to His Majestie 

at Dartford Heath in Kent this present Tuesday, May 29. 1660. 

To HisMost Excellent Majestie King Charles The Second, Our Most Gracious Soveraign.                   
The humble Address of the Officers of the several Regiments, &c. 

WITH such a Joy as flows from Reverence and Love, We hum­bly present our selves before your Sacred Majestie: 

Besides our reflection on the Common good, wch in this happy Change relates to our parti­cular, intends this joy, 

and renders it sin­cere; For we can now please our selves in our selves, while we are really perform­ing that Duty 

for which we were first raised. And with all Thankfulnesse we acknow­ledge that Care your Majestie in your late 

Letter and Declaration hath expressed of our Necessary intent. 

We blesse God to see that day when the serenity of every mans Countenance disco­vers the tranquility of his 

minde, for this shewes your Majestie to be the true Soul of the People, since during your absence the whole           

Nation was cast into such Distracti­ous, as we have no pleasure to remember, but had rather turn our Thoughts 

and gratefull Acknowledgements to the happy Conduct of our Noble Generall, who hath thus farre lead us in our 

Duty to your Royall Person. Yet as we cannot attri­bute too much to his Merits, so neither can we deprive our 

selves of that Honour and Comfort which we finde in the accomplish­ment of his just designe. 

Therefore in plain and Souldier like (though humble) Termes, we say your Majestie hath made us and the Nation 

hap­py in your Return to this your Native Kingdome; which doubtlesse will, nay we may say, hath produced a 

settlement upon the foundation of our Ancient Laws; By the due Excution of which, together with your Majesties 

pious Inclinations, we trust Libertisme and Prophaneness wholly suppressed, the Protestant Cause and true       

professors of it encouraged, to the com­fort of all your Religious and Good Peo­ple.        

Your Majestie will now have your Great Council about you, who have al­ready given proof of their Loyalty and     

Wisdome both to your Majestie and them. We Professe and Declare, That as we have not been altogether                    

uselesse in the Resto­ration as well of your Sacred Majestie to your Crownes and Kingdomes, as your People to 

their just Rights, so we shall in the future cheerfully sacrifice our Lives, or whatsoever can be more dear to us in 

the Service of your Majestie against all Oppositions whatsoever, and by a ready Obedience to your Majesties 

Commands, Expresse our selves,                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Your Majestie smost Loyall Subjects, and obedient Servants. 

Oxford Text Archive of Monck’s Dartford letter originally printed in a pamphlet by S. Griffin, for John Playford at his Shop in the Temple, 1660.  

Monk’s Dartford letter 
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General Monck then escorted King Charles II in triumph to London.  ‘Water Poet’ John     

Taylor, who had died at Christmas 1653, would have rejoiced to see the return of Christmas in 

1660, but it was more than just a return of Christmas. On 6th April, 1644 Parliament had outlawed 

May poles, after pulling down the most famous one in the Strand, in 1643. Samuel Pepys wrote in 

his diary, how the people of Kent celebrated the Restoration, by dancing around their May poles.  

It was a symbolic backlash against Puritanism, which  Charles II took note of, as he insisted that the 

Maypole should be danced again in the Strand, for his coronation on St George’s Day, 1661. 

Charles II triumphant return to London along the Dover Road took him past St Paulinus Church, Crayford                             Kate Morton 

The Strand May pole, which had stood in front of Henrietta-Maria’s palace, was restored in time for Charles II coronation on St George’s Day 1661.   

Procession through Crayford  
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Charles II could not forgive the regicides, who had condemned his father.  Thomas Thorowgood 

must have been grateful, he was not amongst them, as many of them were hanged drawn and 

quartered for treason, even the deceased Cromwell!  He had died on September 3, 1658, but was 

dug up from his grave in Westminster Abbey and executed on January 30, 1661—more than two 

years after his natural death. This makes Oliver Cromwell one of very few people who has 

been executed posthumously.   Charles I became the martyr King and his reissued 

Book of Common Prayer was once again read from the pulpit at St Paulinus Church, Crayford. 

The myth of Charles I, King and Martry ,was created by his final testament, ‘Eikon Basilike. ’ This is its frontispiece William Marshall   British Museum 

The Indemnity and Oblivion Act 1660 was a general       

pardon for everyone who had committed crimes during the English Civil 
War, but exempted those involved in the regicide of Charles I.  On  30th         
January 1661, the 12th death anniversary of King Charles I’s death,            
Cromwell's body was exhumed from Westminster Abbey, and his disinterred 
body was hanged in chains at Tyburn. In the afternoon, the body was taken 
down and beheaded. Cromwell’s head was then placed on a 20-foot-tall 
wooden spike and raised above Westminster Hall where it remained for 
nearly twenty five years. For the next two centuries, the dismembered head 
rolled through the possession of many, until it was given a dignified burial in 
a secret place at Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge, in 1960.  Oliver Cromwell            

Act of Oblivion 1660 

(By Brianna Stelfox  CRAY) 
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