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VINDICATION

OF THE

Mlmﬁérs ofthe Gof pel

in, and about London, from the unjuﬁ
Afperfions caft upon their former A&ings
for the Parliament, as if they had pro-
moted the bringing of the

KING

to Capitall punihment.

WITH

A thort Exhortation to their People to keep clo fe
to their Covenant- Ingagement

3
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Ifaiah 65,7, For Zzon.rfdgc Iwidnor bold m) peace, aud for levafalems (ake Iwill
- nof reﬂ,wmll the rigbteoufiefe 1hereof go forth as brightrefe,and the {atvation
thereof @ a {&mp thag burnetb.
Prov. 24.23,3 2. My fom, fear thou the lord and the King, and meddle not with
them 1hatare given to change.
=5 For their calamity [hall rife /udden Iy, andwbo kneweth the ruing of them barb ?
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VINDICATION
S OFTHE _ .. .. |
MINISTERS OF THE GOSPEL
in,and about Lendon, from the unjult Afperfions
~ caft upontheir former A&ings for the Parliament,
as if they had promoted the bringing of the -
-~ KING o Capit'al.l' putibmenc, -~ <

sendl g other Minifters of this City and Kingdorm
A8 RS cha faithfully adhered to the Parliantent,
(e ;{5‘ have injurioufly fmarted under the fcourge
DXST @ of evil torigues and pens,ever fince the firft
eruption of the unhappy differences and unnaturall warre
between the Kingand Patliament, for our obedienceto
the Commands and Orders of the Honourable Houfes,
in their coatefts with his Majefty, and conflicts with his
-Armies. | T
. Weare not ignorant of the over-bufie entermedlings
of Prelates and their party heéretofore, -in ‘ovér:ruling
civil affairs to the great endangering of Kingdoms, and
of this in particular, when private interefts, ambitious
defignes, revenge, or other finifter ends, engaged therh
beyond theirfphere. Howbeit, it cannat reafonably (as
econceive ) bedenied, thatMinifiers, u5 fukjedss, befﬁ%
Dound to obey the Lawsandto ‘g‘refcrve the ‘I;ibertie*sﬁ
| - . 3 ~ the

g8 T cannot be unknown how much we, and
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~ ahe Kingdom, and having an intereft in them and the
“happinefle of them, as wellas others, may and ought,
(without incurring the juft cenfure due to bufie-
“ bodies.and incendiaries ) to appear, for preferving the
Laws and Libertics of that Common-wealth whereof
they are members, cfpecially in our cale, when it was de-
‘clared by the Parliamect, that all was at ftake, and in
danger to be loft. Wo, nor as Minifters oughtthey to
_hold their peace, ina time wherein the fins of Rulers and
. Magiftrates as well as others, have {o far proveked God
~“as to kindle the fire of his wrath againft his people. And
yet, for this alone, the faithtull fervants of God, have in
all ages,through the malice of Satanand his inﬂrumen-tsj
been traduced as Arch-incendiaries, when only theirac-
- cufers are indeed guilty of both laying the tram; and-of
putting-fire toit, toblowupa Kingdom.. . .
. An Ahsb.andbis fycophaats think nonefo- fitto bear
‘the odium of being the grand Treublerof 1fracl, as Elyah.
_Thus, the popith. device was, to chargethe Gun-powder
“Treafon (had ittaken effe@ ) uponthe Puritans : And,i
‘youbeleeve Tertullus, even a Paul isa peftilest fcllm‘z;‘:L
“mever of fedition threughaut thewerld, aringlseder of 3 fel¥,
~"and whatnot,but what he is 2 “Yea,Chriff himfelf(though
'a friend to Mowarchy, even of heathenith Romey 1s pro-
claimed anenemy taCafar, to open a way-to bis deftru-
“&ion, by, their malice, whonevercared for the intereft
ofCefar. . . s
. "'Wherefore, although with s, who have had ¢xpe
rience of like ufage, 2.0 4 (mall thing. 10 be thus jwdged ¢ |
" men, when we regard only our own -particular perfonsi|
For, if they <all tl,w:m%ier-,of the_hosfe. Becl-zebub, how
-‘_m';z.,mrt thefe of hés houbold? -yer-when-we copfider
e - how

/
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“how much it concerns the honour of our Mafter, and the
¢ good ofall, to preferve our miniftériall fun@ion imma-
3 culate (ourgoodnames, being in-thatrelation, as needs
* fullro others, as.a good ¢onfcience to oirr felves ) we
© dare nat buc ftand by and affert the integrity of our
' “hearts, and the innocency of all our acings (“in refe-
© rencetothe King and Kingdome ) for which we are fo
i much calumniated and traduced, -
¢ . This we are compelled to at this time, becaufe there
« are many ‘who very confidently. ( yet moft unjuftly )
* charge us to have been formerly inftrumentall, toward -
 thetaking away the life of the King. :And becanfealfo
I there are others who in their fcurrilows Pafquils and Li.
¢ bels (aswellas with their virulent tongues ) prefent us
¢ to the world as a bloady [editions [el¥, and traiterous 0b-
O fruitors, of what all the codly pesple of the Kingdome doe
earncftlydefire foreﬂg&liﬁgigzg of Religion and Peace, inthat
I we ftick at the Execution of the . King, -while yet we are
h (as they falfly affirm ) content to have him convilted
* and condemned : all which we muft, and do from our
| heares difclaim, beforethe wholeworld. -+ -+
- For whenwe did firft engage with the Parliament;
@ (which we did not till called thereunto ) we did-ic
. with Joyall heartsandaffection towards the' King, and
¢ his pofterity. Notintending the leaft hurt to his Perfon,
U but to ftop his: party from dotng further -hutt to the
¢ Kingdome 3 nette bring his Majefty to juftice (asfome
now {peak’) butto put him into abetter capacity to doe
t juftice: To remove the wicked from befire him, thar his
| thrane.might be efteblifbed in rightesfueffe; ‘not to de:
5 throne, and deftroy - him,? which: { we- much: fear )'is.
" the ready way to the deftrudion ofall his. Ki.ﬂgdo;x:s;
R \ " That
LI :
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. -That which-puton-any of us & firft to appear for the
Parliament was, The Prapofitions and Orders.of the Lords
and Commaps i Parliamem ( Junsxo. 1643, ) for bring-

_ingin of moneyand plate, dy. wherein they -affured us

- thag whatfoever thould be brought inthereupon, thould
not be at all employed upon any other occafion, then to
maintain The Proteftant Religion, The Kings  Mnthority,
his Perfon in his royall dignity, thefree cowrfe of justice, the
Lawsofthe Lamd, the Peace of the Ringdome, and the Pri-
wiledges of Parliament, againit any force which [halloppsfe
them. . . , / <
. ‘And in this- we were daily confirmed and encouraged
more and more, bytheir many {ubfequent declarations
and proteftations, which we held our felves bound te
belegve, knowing many ofthem to be godly and con-
{cieatioys men, of Publike fpirks, zealoufly promoting
 the camamon goad, and labouring tafree this Kingdomie
Eromtyranny and flavery, .whichfome evill inftruments
about the King, epdeavoured to bringupon the Natioa.
. As for the prefent actings at Weffminfler, fince the
time that {fo many of the Members were by force fectu-
ded divsrsimpsifoned, and:othersthereupon withdrew
from the houfe of Cotmmons (and;there notbeing that
conjun&ion. of the twor Houfes, as heretofore ) we are
wholly unfatisfied: cherbin, becaufe we. conceive them
to'befo farre from being warrantedby fufficient Autho-
tity, ag that m: our appreheniionsithey: tend to an a&tu-
-all alveration (ifnet{ubverfion ¥ ofcthac which the ho-
* poyrable Houfe sf Commant, in:their Deslarasion of April
. 17+ 1846, have: saught-us ta call ibs Fumdamensall con-
. ,%:tgm apd; gevermmenit  of thie Kingdoms ; whicly they
- thereinaflaye ug- i we undiexftind «lrem ). they would
never alcer,. - X , “ Yea,

l
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. Yéa, ‘we holdl our {elves bound in duty to God, Ra-

ligion, the King, Parliament and Kingdome, to profeffe
b‘gm God; Angels and men, That we verily %‘;leeve-
‘thas which s fo much feared to be now.in agitation, rke
suking away the life ofthe King, inthe prefent way of Trial,
is, not only.not agreeable to any Word of God; the~: -
principles of the Proteftant Religion (never yet ftained -

~ with the leaft drop of bloud of a King ) orthe fundamen-

 tall conftitution and government ot this Kingdom ; -but,

contrary tothem, as al{o-to the oark of Alegiance, the
Proseflation of cHrays. 1641, and the folemn League
snd Covenant : from all, or anyof which Engagements,
we know not any power on carth, able to abfolve usor
others. : ' ' ‘

- In whichtalt, we have fworn (with hands lifted up
to the moft high God ) That we fhabl with fincerity, reality,
and confiancy, inour feverall vocations, endeavour , with enr
eftaes and lives, matually 1o preferve and defend the Rights
and Priviledges of the  Parliaments, and the liberties of the
Kingdomes ; and 10 preferve and defend the Kings Majefties
Per]gn; and Authority, is the defince of thetrue Religion, and
Liberties of the Kingdomes : Thas the woild may bear wit-

 mefe with -our confeiences of our Loyalty ; and that we

bave nothoughss or intentians to diminifh bas Majeities jut
power and greatnefie. ‘

" And weare yet further tied by #nother Article of the

fame Covenant ; Nt to fuffer owr felves, direitlyor indi-

vectly, bywhat[scver combimation, per(wafiom or terrowr,tobe |

dvvided-or withdrawn fromthis blef[ed umion und conjunition,
whesher 10 make defetion 10 the comrary party, or o give swr
Jebves 10 adestftable indifferency, or wewtralisy inthi Canfe.

" ‘which [o mach concerns she glory of God, the good of the -
- ' . B

~ King-
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. Kingdomsts, and-bomowr of the King : bus [ball allvhe deies of
-our lives, Xealowfly and conflamly continuesherein againft «fl
oppofition,and promoce she [am: accarding 10 our. pewer againb
all lets and.impedimems whatfoever. And this we -have
‘not only taken our felves, but moft of us have by com.
:mand of the Parliamentadminiftred itto others, whom

~-we have thereby drawn intobeas deep asour felvesin

this publike engagement,

. Therefore, According to that our Govemant, we doe

iathe Name of the great God (to whom allmuftgive a
ftri¢t-account Y warn-and exhort all who either moreim-
mediatly belong to our refpetive charges, or any way
depend on ourMiniftry,or to whom we haveadminiftred
the faid Covenant (that we may not by our filence fuffer

) - thémto runupon thathighly provoking fia of Perjury )
* Declired by t0 keepclofe ro the waies-of God, and the rulesof Re-
both Hesfes ~ ligion, the Laws., and their Vows, in their conftant
Gecoty " maintaining thetrue Reformed Religion, the fundamen-
to be Defiru-tall Conflitution, and Government: of this Kingdome,

@ivetorbe be- ( not fuffering themlelves to-be feduced from it, by be-
ing of Parlia- .

ments, avd 1o NS N g
the, fundamen. ment of the pesple *, which direétly tendsto the ntter fub-

o Gt verfionofthe whole frame of the fundamentall govern-

Kingdom,mn mentofthe Land, and makes way for an univerfail tole. -

Decend. 1647. ration of all herefies and blafphemies ( dire&ly contrary
yeag con_d:_mn .

d heretofore . Yy L
by the Ge.  cover them under afalfe guife,of theChriftianReligion) as

~meral, and his gl jn preferving the -Priviledges of both Houfes of

Councel of . . . . ) b
Warre.and one Parliament, and the Union between the two Nations of

of the fouldi- Englandand Scotland : to mourn bitrerly fortheir own
ﬁ‘;“;;r”m‘.ﬁqs, thefins ofthe City, Army, Parliament and King-
modiag it,  dome, and the wofull mifcarriages of the Kiag hir-

\

drawn in to {ubfcribe the late Models, or  Agree-

toour Covenant ) if they canbutger their Abzttors to

|

|
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felf (which we cannot but acknowledge to be many
andvery great) in his Government, that have coft the
three Kingdomes fo dear, and caft him down from his
Excellency intoan horrid pitof mifery, almoft beyond
example.. Andto praythat God would borh give him’
effe@uall repentance, and fan&ify that bitter cup of Di-
‘vine Difpleafure,that the Divine providence hath put in-
to hishand; as allo that God would reftrain the violence =
of men, that they may not dare to draw upon themfelves -
and the Kingdome thebloud.oftheir Soveraign. =~

Andnow, we have good reafon to expeét thatthey -
who brought us under fuch a bond, and thereby led
~ usinto the neceflity of this prefent Vinuicationand ma-
nifeftation of our judgements and difcharge of ourcon-
{ciences, fhould defeod us in it. However, we refolve
‘rather to be of their number that tremble at his Zer-
roxrs Whois a confwmisg fire, and will not fail 10 avenge
. the quarellsf his Covemamt,upon all that contemnit, then
to be found among thofe who defpife the Ouash by break- Levas.
ing bis Covemans ( afier lifing wp the hand) although Exk-17.
ithad been made butin Civil thingsonly, and that wich ™" -
the worft of men. ' . o )

(. Burges,D.D, Preacher of the Word in
 Pauls Lond. - - | IR
Will Gouge D.D. Paftor of Blackfriers. ...
Edm. Stanton D.D. Paftor of KingSton. | -
Tho, Temple D.D, Paftor of Batterfey,

| R B2 . " Gey



Geo. szl,{er Paftor of‘fb/m Evang,
Edm, (alamy Pafltor of A/dermanbur o
Fer. W hitaker Paftor of M. Bermun 1fey.
Dan. Candrey Minitt. of/ug artinsin thereldx |
William Spurftow Minift.of Hackney,

" La, SeamanPafear of o £1b. Breadstreet,
" Simeon Afhe Min. of Michael Bafingfhaw,
T ho. (afe Minift. of Magd, Milk ftreet,
Nich. Proffet Minifter at Fosters,

T hom. Tborowgoo:l Minift. of Cry vford,
Edw. (Corbet Minift, of Crovden. ™ !
- Henry Reporough Paftor of Leonzzrd'f Eaff. '1
 Chea |
 Arthur Pac/gon Paftor of ﬁ/[zcbael; Wood /ireet. |
Fa, N alton Paftor of -Leonards Fy ofterlane.
Tho. Cawton Paft. of Bartholomewes Exc/mnge |
Charles O/ﬂh’mg Paftor of Antholins, -
Sa. Claz&Mxmﬁer of 3ennetf'}m§_. o
Fo. Wall meﬁcr of Mfcbdel Cornbill,

an.
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- - t9) . -
Fran. Roberts Paftor of the Church at An-
ﬂiﬂ:. ) F'\' ‘. " o C " A n ‘

" Mat. Ha&‘ril@nﬂ"aﬁorvof ‘Trinitj? :

Fobn Sheffield Miniler of Swithins. -~

William Harrifon Minilter of Gracechurch. -

 William fenkyn Minift. of Chriftchurchs -

obn Viner Pattor of Burtalph eAlgate:
Elidad Blackwell Paftor of Andrew Vnder/baft..
Fabn Croffe Minifter at Mathews FridayStreet.
“Fobn Fuller Minifter at Burolph Bifbopfgate.
William TaylorPaftor of Stephens Colemanfireet.
Peter WithamPaftor of Albanes VVoodfireet.
Fran. Peck Paftor of Nich. dcorne.. -+
(Chriftopher Love Paftor of Anne Alderfpate. -
Fobn ¥ Vallis Minifter of Martin Ir onmonger~
Clamen . .o e
‘Tho. Watfon Pattar of Stevens VValbrook, o
Tho. Bedford Paftor of MurtinsQuswish.. .
William VVickins Pattor of Andrew Hubbard,
VAT B; Tho.
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T ho. Mzmton Mmlﬂer of Stoke Mington. .
T homas (fouge P aftor of Sepulcverss -
- William lac/qnore Pafeor of Peters Corn/:zll
Robert M ercer Minifter of Brides,
| KA?% infon Paftor of Mary W oolnorth,
. JornGflajcock Min. at Undetfhafs. :
‘T/aomm Whately Mxm&cr at W ary Wool,
(Churchs
ﬁ‘omztban Lqude P aﬂor of Iames garlzck‘
Hithe,
Fobn Wells Paftor of Olaves Lury, N
- Benjamin N eedler Piftor of Mar rgaret Mofes;
N ath. Staniforth Minifter of <AL ary Bothaw,
Steven Watkins Minifter of e N ary Overies.
Facob TicePaftor of 3:4#0117}) Btllmg.rgate
Jobn Stileman Minifter at Rotberbithe. -
Tofias Bull Paftor of J\Cgrtb Cray.

Ionathan Deveryx late Minifter at \d ndrem
Holbhrne o

Tdul
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 PaulRuffell Preacher at Hackney.
~ lofuah Kirly Minifter of the Word,
Arthur Barbam Paftor at Hellens,

CFINIS,
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