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A

VINDICATION

OF THE

Miniſters oftheGoſpel

in, and about London, from theunjuſt

Afperfions caft upon their former A&tings

for the Parliament, as if they had pro

moted the bringing of the

KING

to Capitall punishment.

WITH

Afhort Exhortation to their People to keep clofe

to their Covenant- Ingagement.

Iſaiah 69.1 . For Zionsfake I will not hold my peace, and for Ierufalemsfake I will

not reft , untill the righteousneße thereofgo forth as brightreffe, and the falvation

thereofas alamp that burneth.

Prov. 24.21,22. Myfon, fear thou the Lord and the King, and meddle not with

them that aregiven to change.

For theircalamityshall rife fuddenly , andwho knoweththe ruine of them both?

LONDON,

Printed by A.M. forTh. Underhill at the Bible in

Woodſtreet. 1648.
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A

VINDICATION

OF THE

MINISTERS OF THE GOSPEL

in, andabout London, fromthe unjuft Afperfions

caft upontheir formerActings for the Parliament,

as if they had promoted the bringing ofthe

KING to Capitall punishment.

T cannot be unknown how muchwe, and

other Minifters ofthis City and Kingdom

that faithfully adhered to the Parliament,

have injuriouſlyſmarted underthefcourge

ofeviltongues and pens,ever fince the firſt

eruption ofthe unhappy differences and unnaturall warre

betweenthe Kingand Parliament, for our obedienceto

the Commands and Orders of the Honourable Houſes,

in their conteſts with his Majeſty, and conflicts with his

Armies.

Weare not ignorant of the over-bufie entermedlings

of Prelates and their party heretofore, in over- ruling

civil affairs tothe great endangering of Kingdoms, and

ofthis in particular, when private interefts, ambitious

defignes, revenge, or other finifter ends, engaged them

beyond theirfphere. Howbeit, it cannot reaſonably (as

weconceivey bedenied, that Minifters, asfubjects, being

bound to obey the Lawsandto prefervethe Liberties of
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the Kingdom, and having an intereft in them and the

happineffe of them, as well as others, may and ought,

( without incurring the juft cenfure due to bufie

bodies and incendiaries ) to appear, for preſerving the

Laws and Liberties of that Common-wealth whereof

theyare members, efpeciallyin our cafe, when it was de

clared by the Parliament, that all was at ftake, and in

danger to be loft. No, nor as Minifters ought they to

holdtheirpeace, ina time wherein the fins of Rulersand

Magiftrates as well as others, have fo farprovoked God

as to kindle the fire of his wrath againſt his people. And

yet, forthis alone, the faithfull fervants of God, havein

all ages,through the malice of Satan and his inftruments

been traduced as Arch-incendiaries, when onlytheirac

cufers are indeed guilty ofboth laying the train , and of

putting fire to it, toblowup a Kingdom.

An Abab and his fycophants thinknone fo fitto bear

the odium ofbeingthe grand Troubler of Ifrael, as Elyah.

Thus, the popiſh device was, to charge the Gun-powder

Treafon (hadittaken effect ) upon the Puritans : And, if

you beleeve Tertullus, even a Paul is a peftilent fellow,

mover offedition throughout the world, a ringleader ofa fect,

andwhatnot,but what heis ? Yea,Christ himself(though

a friend to Monarchy, even of heathenish Rome) is pro

claimed an enemytoCafar, to open a way to his deftru

tion, by their malice, whonever cared for the intereft

ofCafar.

Wherefore, although withus, who have had expe

rience oflike ufage, it be asmall thing to be thus judged of

men, whenwe regard only our own particular perfons

For, if they call the master of the houfe Beelzebub, how

much more thofe of his hou hold? yet when we confider

~
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howmuch it concerns the honour ofour Mafter, andthe

e good ofall, to preſerve our miniſteriall function imma

culate ( our good names, beingin that relation, as neede

e full to others, as a good confcience to our felves ) we

dare not but ftand by and affert the integrity of our

hearts, and the innocency of all our actings ( in refe

erencetothe King and Kingdome ) forwhich we are fo

much calumniated and traduced.

IC

Thiswe are compelled to at this time, becauſe there

are many who very confidently ( yet moft unjustly)

charge us to have been formerly inftrumentall, toward

thetaking away the life of theKing. And becauſealfo

it there are others who in their fcurrilous Pafquils and Li.

bels ( as well as with their virulent tongues ) preſent us

to the world as a bloudy feditiousfect, and traiterous ob

Oftructors, ofwhat all the godly people of the Kingdome doe

earnestly defire forestablishing of Religion and Peace, inthat

we ftick at the Execution of the King, while yet we are

h ( as they falfly affirm ) content to have him convicted

and condemned : all which we muſt, and do from our

hearts difclaim, before the whole world. **

a

For whenwe did firft engage with the Parliament,

(which we did not till called thereunto ) we did it

gwith loyall hearts and affection towards the King, and

his pofterity. Notintending the leaſt hurt tohis Perfon,

but to ftop his party from doing further hurt to the

Kingdome; not tobringhis Majefty to juftice ( as fome

nowfpeak) but to put himinto a better capacity to doe

e juftice: To remove the wicked from before him, that his

throne might be established in righteoufneffe , not to de

s throne, and deftroy him, which we much fear ) is

the ready way to the deftruction ofall his Kingdomes.

de

That
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That whichput on any of us at firſt to appear for the

Parliament was, The Propofitions and Orders of the Lords

andCommons in Parliament (Jun.10. 1642. ) for bring

ing in ofmoneyand plate, &c. wherein they affured us

that whatſoever fhould be brought inthereupon, fhould

notbe at all employed upon any other occafion, then to

maintain The Proteftant Religion, The Kings Authority,

his Perfon in his royalldignity, thefree course ofjustice, the

Laws ofthe Land, the Peace ofthe Kingdome, and the Pri

viledges ofParliament, against anyforce whichſhalloppose

them.

Andin this we were dailyconfirmed and encouraged

more andmore, bytheir many fubfequent declarations

and proteftations, whichwe held our felves bound to

beleeve, knowing many ofthem to be godly and con

fcientious men, ofPublike fpirits, zealouslypromoting

the commongood, and labouring to free this Kingdome

fromtyranny and flavery, whichfome evill inftruments

about the King, endeavoured to bringupon theNation .

As for the preſent actings at Westminster, fince the

time that fo manyof the Memberswere by force feclu

ded, diversimprisoned, and othersthereupon withdrew

fromthe houfe ofCommons ( and,there notbeing that

conjunction ofthe two Houfes, as heretofore ) we are

whollyunfatisfied therein, becauſe we conceive them

to befo farrefrom beingwarranted byfufficient Autho

rity, as that in our apprehenfionsthey tendto an actu

all alteration ( ifnot fubverfiony of that whichthe ho

nourable House of Commons, in their Declaration of April

17, 1646 have taught us to call the Fundamentall con

fitution and government of this Kingdome , which they

therein affare us ( if we understand them ) theywould

neveralter. Yea,
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Yea, wehold our felvesbound in duty to God, Rė

ligion, the King, Parliament and Kingdome, to profeffe

before God, Angels and men, That we verily beleeve

5 that whichis fo much feared tobe nowin agitation, the

taking away the life ofthe King, inthe prefent wayof Trial,

is, not only not agreeable to any Word of God, the

principles ofthe Proteftant Religion ( never yet ftained

withthe leaft dropofbloud of a King ) orthe fundamen

tall conſtitution and government of this Kingdom ; but,

contrary tothem, as alſo to the oath of Allegiance, the

Proteftation of May 5. 1641. and the folemn League

andCovenant : from all, or anyofwhich Engagements,

we know not anypower on earth, able to abſolve us or

others.

d

S

e

In whichlaft, we have fworn ( with hands lifted up

to the most high God ) That wefhall withfincerity, reality,

andconftancy, inourfeverall vocations, endeavour, with our

S eftates and lives, mutually to preferve anddefend the Rights

andPriviledges ofthe Parliaments, and the liberties of the

Kingdomes, and to preferve anddefend the Kings Majefties

Perfon, and Authority, in the defence ofthetrue Religion, and

Liberties ofthe Kingdomes : That the world may bear wit

neße with our confciences of our Loyalty , and that we

have no thoughts or intentions to diminiſh his Majesties just

powerandgreatneße.

·

1

1

And we are yet further tied byanother Article ofthe

fame Covenant ; Not to fuffer our felves, directly or indi

rectly, by whatsoever combination, perfwafion or terrour, tobe

divided orwithdrawnfrom this bleſſed union and conjunction,

whetherto make defection tothe contraryparty, ortogive our

felves to adeteftable indifferency, or neutrality in this Caufe

whichfo much concerns the glory of God, the good ofthe

B King
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Kingdomes, andhonour ofthe King: butſhallallthe daies of

our lives, Kealously and conftantly continuetherein against all

oppofition,andpromote thefam: accordingto ourpower against

all lets and impediments whatsoever. And this we have

not only taken ourfelves, but most ofus haveby com .

mandofthe Parliament adminiftred it to others, whom

we have thereby drawn in to be as deep as our felves in

this publike engagement,

itance of it

ing of Parlia

Therefore, According to that our Govenant, we doe

inthe Name ofthe great God (to whom all muſtgive a

ftrict account ) warn and exhort all who either moreim

mediatly belong to our refpective charges, or any way

depend on ourMiniftry,or to whomwehaveadminiftred

the faid Covenant ( that wemay not byour filence fuffer

themto runuponthat highly provoking fin of Perjury )

* Declared by to keepcloſe to the waies of God, and the rules ofRe

both Houses ligion, the Laws , and their Vows, in their conftant

(for the fab.

maintaining the true Reformed Religion, the fundamen

to be Deftru- tall Conftitution, and Government of this Kingdome,

Aive tothe be- ( notfufferingthemſelves to be feduced from it, bybe

ments, and to ingdrawn in to ſubſcribe the late Models, or Agree

the fundamen mentofthepeople *, which directly tendsto the utterfub

tall Govern verfion ofthe whole frame ofthe fundamentall govern

ment ofthe

Kingdom, in ment ofthe Land, andmakes way for an univerfail tole .

Decemb. 1647. ration ofall herefies and blafphemies ( directly contrary

edheretofore toour Covenant ) if they can but get their Abettors to

coverthem underafalfe guife,oftheChriftianReligion) as

neral, and his alfo in preferving the Priviledges of both Houſes of

Warre,andone Parliament, andtheUnion between thetwo Nations of

of the fouldi- Englandand Scotland : to mournbitterly fortheir own

ors shot to fins, thefins ofthe City, Army, Parliament and King

moting it, dome, and the wofull miſcarriages of the King him

yea,condemn

by the Ge.

Councel of

dah for pro

felf,
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felf (which we cannot but acknowledge to be many

andvery great ) in his Government, that have coft the

three Kingdomes fo dear, and caft himdown from his

Excellency intoan horrid pit of mifery, almoſt beyond

example. Andto pray that God would both give him

effe&tuall repentance, and fanctify that bittercup ofDi

vine Difpleaſure,that the Divine providence hath put

to his hand; as alfo that Godwould reftrain the violence

ofmen, that they may notdare to drawuponthemfelves

and the Kingdome thebloud oftheir Soveraign.

in

Andnow,we have good reafon to expect that they

who brought us under fuch a bond , and thereby led

us into the neceffity ofthis prefent Vinsication and ma

nifeſtation of our judgements and difcharge ofour con

ſciences, fhould defend us in it. However, we refolve

rather to be of their number that tremble at his Ter

Yours whois a confumingfire, and will not fail to avenge

the quarellof his Covenant,upon all that contemn it, then

tobe foundamong those who defpife the Oath by break- Lev.26.

ing his Covenant ( after lifting up the hand) although Ezek.17%

it hadbeen madebutin Civil things only, andthat with

the worst ofmen.

2 Sam.21.

C.Burges, D.D. Preacher ofthe Word in

PaulsLond.

Will Gouge D.D. Paftor of Black-friers.

Edm.Stanton D.D. Paftor ofKingston.

Tho. TempleD.D. Paftor ofBatterfey.

B 2
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Geo WalkerPaftor offohn Evang.

Edm. Calamy Paftor of
Aldermanbury.

Fer.Whitaker Paftor ofMag: Bermunfey.

Dan.Cawdrey Minift. ofMartins in theFields.

William Spurftow Minift.ofHackney.

La. SeamanPaftor of Alb. Breadstreet.

Simeon AfheMin. of Michael Bafingfhaw.

Tho Cafe Minift. ofMagd. Milkfreet,

Nich. Proffet Minifter at Fosters,

Thom.
Thorowgood Minift. of Crayford.

Edw. CorbetMinift . ofCroyden.

Henry Roborough Paftor of Leonards East

Cheap.

ArthurJackson Paftor ofMichaelsWood-street.

Fa. Nalton Paſtor of Leonards Fofterlane.

Tho.Canton Paft. of
Bartholomewes Exchange.

Charles Offpring Paftor of Antholins,

Sa. ClarkMinilter ofBennetFynk.

Jo.WallMinister of Michael Cornhill.

W

Fran.
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Fran. Roberts Paftor ofthe Church at Au

Stins.

Mat.HavilandPaftor ofTrinity.

John Sheffield Minifter of Swithins.

William Harrifon Minifter ofGracechurch.

Williamfenkyn Minift. of Christchurch.

JohnVinerPaftor of Buttolph Algate.

Elidad Blackwell Paftor of Andrew Vndershaft.

JohnCroffe Minifter at Mathews FridayStreet.

JohnFuller Miniſter at Buttolph Bishopfgate.

William TaylorPaftor ofStephens Colemanstreet.

PeterWithamPaftor ofAlbanes VVoodfireet.

Fran. Peck Paftor ofNich. Acorne.

ChristopherLovePaftor ofAnne Alderfgate.

John VVallisMinister of Martin Ironmonger

lane.

Tho. Watſon Paſtor of Stevens VValbrook.

Tho. BedfordPaftor ofMartins Outwith.

William VVickins Paftor of AndrewHubbard.

B 3
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Tho. Manton
Minister of Stoke

Newington.

ThomasGouge Paftor of Sepulchers.

William Blackmore Paftor of Peters Cornhill.

Robert MercerMiniſter ofBrides.

Ra Robinſon Paftor of Mary Woolnorth.

JohnGlafcockMin . at Undet/haft.

Thomas Whately Minifter at MaryWool

Church

Jonathan LLoyde Paftor of Lames Garlick

Hithe.

JohnWells Paftor ofOlaves Iury.

Benjamin Needler Paftor ofMargaret Mofes.

Nath. StaniforthMinifter of MaryBothaw.

Steven Watkins Minifter of Mary Overies.

JacobTicePaftor ofButtolph Billingsgate.

John Stileman Minifter at Rotherhithe.

IofiasBull Paftor ofNorthCray.

Ionathan Deverux late Minifter at Andrews

Holburne.

Paul
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PaulRuffell Preacher at Hackney.

lofuah Kirby Minifter oftheWord.

ArthurBarbam Paftor at Hellens.

FINIS,
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