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The Legend of Hengest 
 
1. This is Hengest’s and Horsa’s story in rhyme 

So it starts with Once upon a time 

2. Hengest wanted to fight for Hnaef Hocing 
Who was the great Half-Danish king. 

 
Hnaef: I am a great half-Danish King you know 
 

2. To fight for Hnaef was inviting 
And life as a warrior was exciting. 
He promised to serve Hnaef, his lord, 
With all his might and with his sword. 
 

Hengest: I promise to serve you Hnaef. 
 

Hnaef: Yes, I’m sure you do. Because I am great. 
 

3. But no-one seemed to know the reason 
Why Danes were enemies of the Frisians. 

 
Finn: Curse that Hnaef and all the Danes. Curse them all! I hate them, I really hate them. 
 
Hnaef: Yeah? Well we hate you more. 
 
Finn: Morerer. 
 
Hnaef: Morererer 
 
Finn: Blast you!  
 
Frisian: Why do we hate them again? 
 

4. Finn, the Frisian king, could not recall 
And Hnaef couldn’t remember at all 
So he gave his sister to be Finn’s wife 
And hoped that that would end all strife. 

 
Hnaef: Here, take my Sister for your wife as a sign of peace. 
 
Hilderburh: Hang on…what?! 
 
Finn: Why thank you very much. What a splendid gift. 
 
Hilderburh: Do I get a say? 
 
Hnaef: Hahaha, dear sister, of course you don’t! 
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Finn: Thank you very much! You are so kind. 
 

5. Hnaef was invited by Finn to Finnsburg Hall 
Where a very good time was promised to all. 
 
Finn: Now we are friends let’s have a party to celebrate. Everyone back to mine! Last 
one to the ale is a rotten roman! 
 

6. And all went well until one night 
Finn’s thegns were looking for a fight 
But lighting torches was not wise 
If they were planning to surprise 
 
Hnaef: (Waking up) Ouch my head! What did I drink last night. Hang on, what’s that coming 

from the west? It can’t be the sun as that rises from the east. Perhaps it is…a dragon!!! 
Arrrgghhhhh! No wait, hang on! There are lots of little lights like torches. Thegns!! Curse 
you Finn, I thought we were friends, I gave you my sister, SISTER! 

 
7. Hnaef saw it was Finn’s thegns 
Who, unknown to Finn, were at it again. 
Hengest’s Jutes and the Half-Danes 
Locked the doors to the hall in vain. 

 
Horsa: Lock the door, quick! 
 

8. After five days, they could hold out no more 
And the Frisians managed to break down the door. 
In the battle that followed Hnaef was slain 
Along with Finn’s son which was such a shame. 

 
Hnaef: Urrrrghhh! Dying! Dying! Dead! 
 

9. But Hengest barracaded the hall once more 
Securing each and every door. 

 
Thegn 1: Blast! They’ve baracaded themselves in again. That is so unfair. 
 
Thegn 2: But we have lost too many men to break down the door. What shall we do? 
 
Thegn 3: Burn the whole building down with everyone inside! Hahahaha! 
 
Finn: Stop! Why do want to burn my house down? I think this has gone far enough don’t 
you? First you kill my dear wife’s Brother and then you kill my son. How many more 
people do you want to kill. Hmm? Now stop this madness and think about what you 
have done you naughty Thegns! 
 
Thegns: Yes your Majesty. 
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10: Finn tried to make peace with just the Danes 
But Hengest insisted he should be treated the same. 
It was then agreed hostilities should cease 
And both sides swore an Oath of Peace. 
 

11. Hengest agreed to Finn’s suggestion 
They stay for the winter under his protection, 
Lay down their arms and be his friends 
And allow him to make amends. 
 

12. All winter long Hengest was bored 
 
Hengest: I am so bored. 
 

13. He brooded over the death of his lord 
All the time that he resided 
At Finnsburg Hall he was undecided 
What was honourable, what was right 
And so he worried day and night. 

 
HENGEST: Oh, should I keep my word 
Or does my loyalty lay with my lord? 

 
14. When the winter time had passed 
Hengest and the Danes went home at last. 
And told their people how the Frisians 

 
DANES: What??? Hnaef is dead?? Why are then at peace with them? Death to all 
Thegns!!! 
 

15. So it was that Hengest and the Danes 
Sailed to the land of the Frisians again 

 
SONG: SAXON SHIPS 

CHORUS: Ay Oh! Ay Oh! 
 

1 Saxon ships 
Speed across the sea, 
What belongs to you 

Will soon belong to me. 
 

CHORUS: Ay Oh! Ay Oh! 
 

2 Saxon ships 
Cutting through the waves, 

We’ll rob you of your wealth, 
We’ll grab ourselves some slaves. 
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CHORUS: Ay Oh! Ay Oh! 

 
3 Saxon ships 

Looming through the fog, 
We murder and we maim, 

And we’ll treat you like a dog. 
 

CHORUS: Ay Oh! Ay Oh! 
 

4 Saxon ships 
Stop us if you dare, 

We’ll set your home ablaze, 
We’ll leave your bodies there. 

 
CHORUS: Ay Oh! Ay Oh! 

 
5 Saxon ships 

Speed across the sea, 
What belongs to you 

Will soon belong to me. 
 

CHORUS: Ay Oh! Ay Oh! 
 

5 Saxon ships   Ay Oh! Ay Oh! 
Speed across the sea,  Ay Oh! Ay Oh! 
What belongs to you  Ay Oh! Ay Oh! 

Will soon belong to me.       Will soon belong to me.  
 

16. They killed Finn and slaughtered his thegns 
And took Finn’s wife, Hildeburh, back to the Danes. 

 
Hilderburh: But I like it here now. I’ve made a home here and a family. 
 

17. After the Half-Danes had celebrated 
And Hengest’s honour was vindicated.  
Hengest went home to tell Horsa the tale 
Before they both once more set sail 
To Britannia where there was space and land 
And a King who needed them to lend a hand. 

 
18. You see, Roman Britain had been well defended 
But about four hundred and ten that all ended 
When the Roman soldiers were called back home 
To fight the Goths who threatened Rome. 

 
SONG: HELP WE NEED THE ROMANS 
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In 410 Anno Domini, 
The Romans left for Italy, 

A letter of apology, 
Is all they left to help us. 

 
CHORUS: 

We’re gonna have to: 
Fight like a Roman, Fight like a Roman, 

Brawl like a Roman, Brawl like a Roman, 
Scrap like a Roman, Scrap like a Roman, 
Ruck like a Roman, Ruck like a Roman, 
War like a Roman, War like a Roman, 

Clash like a Roman, Clash like a Roman, 
Slay like a Roman, Slay like a Roman, 

Riot like a Roman! 
Help we need the Romans! 

 
We have found ourselves at war, 
With tribes from other nations, 
Angles, Saxons, Jutes and Picts, 
Leave us seeking our salvation. 

We chose Vortigern as King, 
To fight these other races, 

A good performance now from him, 
Will put a smile upon our faces. 

 
CHORUS REPEAT 

 
19: King Constans was pious and liked to pray 
And that took up most of the day. 
His two brothers were only boys, 
too young to rule, still playing with toys 
 
Urther: Brother, Brother, Brother! I’m gonna be King one day and I’m gonna do a better 
job than you! 
 
Ambrosius: So am I. You maybe the eldest but you are also the worst.  
 
Uther: You best remember this because we are gonna play an important part in this 
story later on, you’ll see. 
 
Constan: Haha! My adorable younger brothers. I am a popular King and no one is going 
to challenge me. 
 
Vortigern: I don’t like King Constan. He spends more time preying than ruling and we 
need a ruler more than ever. And that ruler is me. I will have him killed and I will take 
his place. All I need now is 100 Picts to do my dirty work for me. I’ll lie to them and get 
them angry so that my hands will be clean and I will be King. 
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20: When Vortigern told them that the king 

Refused to give them anything 
The Picts cut off King Constan’s head 
So that Vortigern could be king instead. 
So Constans’ brothers were taken to France 

To return someday when they saw their chance. 
 
Uther: We will be back. Don’t forget us!! 
 
21: But with Constan gone and the Romans retreated, the Picts decided to take on Vortigern 
too. 
 
3: Fortunately. Hengest and his Brother Horsa were on their way 
 
4: Now, from across the sea, the Saxons came 
Led by Hengest and Horsa, two brothers of fame. 
Their names mean horse and, as this suggests, 
They were strong and brave and the very best. 
 
HENGEST: Come on everyone, they don’t want us at home so we are here to make a new 
start. And if they don’t like it then we’ll take it by force. Who’s with me? 
 
EVERYONE: Yeah!!! 
 

SONG: THREE SHIPS CAME RAIDING 
Three ships came raiding, 
Angles, Jutes and Saxons, 

They had travelled far. 
Three ships came raiding, 
Angles Jutes and Saxons, 

Landing on the Kentish shore, 
Landing on the Kentish shore. 

 
Hengest and Horsa 

Led the Anglo Saxons, 
Two brave men were they, 

Hengest and Horsa 
Led the Anglo Saxons, 

Britons couldn’t bar their way, 
Britons couldn’t bar their way! Way! 

 
5: In Briton, King Vortigern was in a fix 
threatened again by the Scots and the Picts. 
More soldiers were needed, there was no doubt 
So he asked these Saxons to help him out. 
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SONG: The Saxons (Ghosbusters) 
The Saxons! 

If there’s Picts and Plague 
in your neighbourhood, 

Who you gonna call? 
The Saxons! 

 
If there’s something blue 

covered in mud, 
Who you gonna call? 

The Saxons! 
 

I ain’t afraid of no Picts, 
I ain’t afraid of no Picts, 

 
With no Romans left to rescue you 

Who you gonna call? 
The Saxons! 

 
If you want Hengest and Horsa too, 

Who you gonna call? 
The Saxons! 

 
I ain’t afraid of no Picts, 
I ain’t afraid of no Picts, 

 
The Saxons! 

It was Vortigern who brought them here, 
Who did he call? 

The Saxons! 
 
Vortigern: Help help help! Won’t somebody help us fight off all these Picts! My army is 
too weak and feeble to stand up to the barbaric Celts. 
 
Hengest: Excuse me! We have just landed here as there is no more room in our home 
land and they have kicked us out. But perhaps we could come to some agreement. Using 
my connections I can help you solve this little Pict problem you are having.  
 
Vortigern: Oh yes please! That would be wonderful. What would you want as payment? 
 
Hengest: Nothing! We will do this for you honor of this wonderful land….and we woild 
also like a tinsy bit of Kent. 
 
Vortigern: Excellent! Wonderful! We’ll sort out the finer details afterwards just please, 
go! Fight those Picts. 
 
Pict: We are Picts…and we’re bullies! Yeah we are! Och Aye 
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Horsa: Oi! Stop there, we’re here to drive you out! 
  
Picts: See you Jimmy! You and who’s army 
 
Everyone: This army! We’re the Saxons!  
 
Picts: Ock Nooooo! 
 

SONG: WE ARE THE SAXONS 
We are the Saxons! 

Here we come 
Seafaring…Saxons 

Setting out to explore 
Praying to Thor 

 
Here we come 

Pillaging…Saxons 
Hengest’s ships on the sea 

Drinking our mead 
We are the Saxons! 

 
VORTIGERN: Oh wonderful well done! You have saved me. Now what part of Kent was it 
you are after? 
 
HENGEST: Kent 
 
VORTIGERN: Yes, but which part? 
 
HENGEST: Kent 
 
6: But after the Picts had been defeated, 
The Saxons felt that they’d been cheated 
When Vortigern withdrew their pay 
And hoped that they would go away. 
But Hengest and Horsa intended to stay 
And get more land and get more pay 
 
7: Hengest asked Vortigern to give him leave 
To build a fortress which he believed 
To be his due for defending the borders 
Against the picts and other marauders. 
Vortigern’s nobles would not consent 
To Hengest having more land in Kent. 
 
(during the next bit they act out Vortigern giving Hengest land as big as a hide and Hengest 

and Horsa having a plan) 
 
8: Vortigern was alerted to the danger  
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Of giving more land to this cunning stranger. 
But he took no notice of what they said 
And was persuaded by Hengest instead 
To allow him to have a piece of ground 
Only so large as could be circled round 
By a bull’s hide which he had to agree 
Would not even be big enough to plant a tree. 
 
Hengest: I have a cunning plan. Hahaha! 
 
9: Vortigern thought this would end it all 
The piece of land would be too small 
To build a fortress large and grand 
Hengest would need a big piece of land. 
But Hengest was such a clever man, 
He had another cunning plan. 
He killed a bull with a big behind 
The biggest bull that he could find. 
The hide he cut into very thin thongs 
And the joined up pieces were ever so long. 
Long enough to encircle a piece of land 
On which Hengest could build his fortress so grand. 
 
10: Now Hengest’s plan was to seem content 
But really he wanted the whole of Kent.  
He had an idea how to get this land 
And his daughter Rowena was part of the plan. 
He invited the king to his fortress to dine 
Where Rowena brought Vortigern a goblet of wine. 
 
Brit: Come on everyone it’s time to party! 
 
Everyone: Yeah! 
 
Hengest: Come on my Saxons, let’s show the Britain’s how we party! Wassail! 
 
Everyone: Drinc Hail 
 
Hengest: Wassail! 
 
Everyone: Drinc Hail 
 
Vortigern: On behalf of the Britain’s I would like to thank Hengest and the Saxon for keep 
Britain safe. 
 
Hengest: Vortigern. I would like you to meet my daughter 
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Rowena: Hi, more wine your highness? 
 
Vortigern: She’s the most beautiful woman I have ever seen. Her soft spoken words melt my 
heart. 
 
Rowena: More wine? 
 
Vortigern: Forget the wine. I want you to marry me. Marry me Rowena. 
Advisor: Your highness perhaps you should lay off the wine. 
 
Vortigern: Be quiet you fool, I am going to marry the most beautiful woman in the world. 
What do you say Rowena. Will you marry me? 
 
Hengest: Ah ah Ah. Before I allow you to marry my daughter you need to give me one 
more thing. 
 
Vortigern: Yes Yes. You want more land. How much do you want? 
 
Hengest: Kent 
 
Vortigern: Yes but which part? 
 
Hengest: Kent. 
 
Vortigern: But my advsors won’t allow me to give it to you. 
 
Henegst: Then I won’t allow you to have my daughter. 
 
Vortigern: Fine, have Kent. It’s all yours. 
 
Hengest: Then my daughter is all yours! 
 

SONG: HERE I COME A WASSAILING 
Here I come a-wassailing 

among the leaves so green; 
Here I come a-wandering, 

So fair to be seen. 
Love and joy come to you, 

And to you my wassail, too. 
Your God bless you and send you 

A Happy New Year 
Drinc-hail! 

To a ha-pp-y New Year. 
 

11. Vortigern fell in love at first glance 
Rowena’s beauty sent him all in a trance 
He said if he could have her for his wife 
He would be grateful for the rest of his life. 
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So Hengest told Vortigern he would consent 
And exchange his daughter for the Kingdom of Kent. 
 
12. The Britain’s were furious over Vortigern marrying Rowena and giving away the whole of 
Kent to these foreign invaders. The people felt that Voritgern favoured the Saxon’s over the 
Britains. 
 
13: Vortigern, what have you done! 
14: All these Saxons come, 
15:Giving away land to a stranger 
 And he married a Saxon! - we see the danger! 
16:This is more than we can stand, 
17:Us Britons needed to protect their land. 
 We’re horrified at what you’ve done 
 We should replace you with your son! 
 
18: What do we want?  
ALL: Vortigan out! 
18: When do we want it?  
A:  Now!   
 
18: What do we want?  
ALL: Vortigan out! 
18: When do we want it?  
A:  Now!   
 
18: What do we want?  
ALL: Vortigan out! 
18: When do we want it?  
ALL: Now!   
 
19: And so the people threw Vortigern out and placed his son Vortimer as King instead.  
 
20: King Vortimer was brave and determined 
To rid his Kingdom of the Saxon vermin. 
 
VORTIMER: I would not be a coward like my Father. I will rid these vermin from our 
shores and bring back the Britain we deserve. But it must mean fighting. Who’s with 
me? 
 
EVERYONE: Yeah!!! 
 
21: He led the Britons to Crayford to fight 
But the Saxons sent them fleeing in fright. 
 

SONG: OVER THE HILLS AND FAR AWAY 
Hark now the time has come again, 
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For all of Hengest’s Kentishmen, 
His ceorls and thegns must fight today, 

Over the hills and far away. 
 

CHORUS 
O’er the hills and o’er the main, 

Through Kentish fields and driving rain, 
Hen-gest commands and we obey, 

Over the fields and far away. 
 

Along Watling Street to Crecganford, 
We’ll take that crossing by the sword, 

This is our land and we shall stay 
Over the hills and far away. 

 
REPEAT CHORUS 

 
BATTLE SCENE 

 
1: The Britons lost four thousand brave men 
And Hengest and Horsa had won again. 
The four thousand Britons who were slain 
Are buried together near Iron Mill Lane 
On Mount Nod under St. Paulinus* 
With no memorial to remind us 
How these Britons fought to keep their land 
From Hengest and his conquering band. 
 
2: Although the Britons had been defeated 
And their numbers were sadly depleted, 
Vortimer marched to Aylesford and swore 
To take on Hengest and Horsa once more. 
 
VORTIMER: Hengest where are you? You have killed too many Britons and now you 
must die. Come out and fight! 
 
CATIGAN: Come on you coward. Take us on, two against two. 
 
HORSA: Prepare to die! 
 
Hengest: Oi oi oi! 
 

SONG: HENGEST WAS A WARRIOR 
Hengest was a wa-rr-ior! 

Weh hey ya! 
A w-arr-ior, a ha-rr-ier, 

With Hor-sa! 
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Hengest came to Ebbs-fleet, 
Weh hey ya! 

With Vortigern he had to meet 
With Hor-sa! 

 
Hengest fought in con-flicts, 

Weh hey ya! 
With lots and lots of Scots and Picts, 

With Hor-sa! 
 

Hengest’s hide* was slightly wrong, 
Weh hey ya! 

For the home he built on land at Thong, 
With Hor-sa! 

 
Hengest’s girl Ro-ween-ah! 

Weh hey ya! 
Enlisted as a schem-er 

With Hor-sa! 
 

Weh Hey ya! 
The new King of Brit-ann-ia, 

With Hor-sa! 
Hengest fought at Aylesford, 

Weh hey ya! 
Catigern was slain by sword, 

With Hor-sa! 
 

Hengest knew that su-mm-er, 
Weh hey ya 

He’d never share an-other, 
With Hor-sa! 

 
Vortimer: Nooo my Brother! 
Hengest: Noooo! MY Brother! 
Both: You’ll pay for this! 
 
3: At the Battle of Aylesford more blood was spilled 
And Hengest’s brother Horsa was killed 
Fighting Vortimer’s brother who was also slain 
But Vortimer lived to fight Hengest again. 
 
4: The next time they were to meet 
Was at the Battle of Wippedsfleet. 
And there twelve leading Britons were slain 
With Wipped, a leading Saxon Thegn. 
 
Hengest: Wipped, noooo! 
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4: It was in his honour they named the place 
The landing spot of the Saxon race. 
 
5: But Vortimer made the Saxons retreat 
 
VORTIMER: Go! Before we slay you all.  
 
5: Hengest, at last, admitted defeat 
Locked in Thanet and harried night and day 
It was impossible to get away. 
 
6: But Hengest, we know, was a clever man 
And he had another cunning plan. 
 
Hengest: I’ll sent old Vortigern on a mission 
To ask his sons for their permission 
For me and my men to leave in peace 
And for all hostilities to cease. 
 
Vortigern: I’ll go right now 
 
6: While the matter was being debated. 
Argued about and deliberated 
Hengest gave orders to make a dash 
And sail back home as quick as a flash 
Before their request could be declined 
Leaving their women and children behind 
Who didn’t seem at all concerned 
They must have thought they would return. 
 
7: Rowena didn’t like what Vortima had done. 
 
Rowena: I don’t like what Vortima has done.  Killing my people and sending then home  
 
7: Rowena decided she would contrive 
To find a man whom she could bribe 
To poison Vortimer her troublesome stepson  
This was achieved and the deed was done 
 
ROWENA: Oh life is so unfair. My stupid stepson has sent my brothers and my family and the 
other Saxons back to Germania. And they’ve even sent my beloved husbands with them. I am 
lonely, I don’t know anyone here and to make it worse I have no powers as I’m not Queen. 
Someone has to put a stop to this madness. I know…I could create a plot to kill the king. That 
way my husband will be crowned king again, return back to England with my Brothers and all 
will be well. Messenger! 
 
Messenger: Yes, Ma’am? 



 15 

 
Rowena: Take this drink to Vortimer. And tell him to drink it all!! 
 
Messenger: Yes Ma’am!! 
 
Messenger: (To Vortimer) Your highness, a drink from Rowena. She asked you to drink it all. 
 
Vortimer: I’m dying. I wish my tomb should be placed on a pyramid of fire 

To be seen for miles off the coast of Kent 
Which I believe would then prevent 
The Saxons from ever invading again 

 
Messenger: You heard him. Let’s go to Thanet and build a big pyramid of fire. 
 
Pleg: Are you radio rental? It’s 5 o’clock on a Friday. Let’s just bury him in London 
instead. He won’t know, he’s already dead. 
 
Vortimer: Well actually…. (he dies) 
 
8: When Vortigern heard that his son was dead, 
He claimed the throne back in his stead. 
Now Vortigern could reign once more  
And Hengest could return to these shores.  
When Vortigern heard Hengest was on his way, 
He told him he must stay away 
 
Hengest: Oh good. Vortigern is King again. 
 
9: But Hengest, as we know of old, 
Was very cunning and so he told 
King Vortigern he could depend 
On Hengest to be his ally and friend. 
They arranged to meet and talk of peace 
With all their followers at a feast. 
Should the Britons have been alarmed 
When they were told to come unarmed? 
 
Vortigern: Good to see you old friend 
 
Hengest: Likewise. Thank you for inviting us over.  
 
Vortigern: No problem! 
 
Hengest: I have brought a gift for you. Eu nimit saxas!!! 
 
10. At the signal, the Saxons drew 
Their knives and each their neighbour slew. 
Four hundred and sixty lost their lives 
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On “the night of the long knives”.  
 

10: Only Edol escaped the fray  
And lived to fight another day. 
Oh! Vortigern, oh! Vortigern, 
Would he never, never learn! 

 
Hengest: (To Vortigern) Sign this! 
 
11. Vortigern was spared so that he could sign over 
All his lands from Middlesex to Dover. 
Now the Saxons advanced, taking land 
And killing anyone who made a stand. 
The Britons were driven to the hills and dales 
And Vortigern fled in terror to Wales. 
 
12: Vortigern’s advisers on whom he relied 
Advised him to build somewhere to hide 
A very strong castle was needed for sure 
A fortress where he would be secure. 
But when he tried to build his castle 
Vortigern had a lot of Hassle 
Because every night the building fell; 
 
Vortigern: Yes it’s done!...Oh no it’s fallen! I’ll have to start again. Ah that’s better, all 
finished now…. This is ridiculous, why won’t the building stay standing.   This doesn’t 
make any sense 
 
13. The reason why no-one could tell. 

The council told Vortigern that their advice 
Would be to try a blood sacrifice. 
To kill a boy with no male relations 
And smear his blood on the foundations. 
So they found a boy who had no dad 
And then prepared to kill the lad 
The boy found out what they were about 

He needed to stop them without a doubt. 
 
Merlin: My name is Merlin, and I know exactly what you need to do. Dig out the foundation 

where the castle lies.  
 
14: He did and, in a pool deep underground,  
Two vases joined at the neck he found. 
Inside the vases a tent was concealed 
In which two sleeping serpents were revealed 
When these serpents awoke each night 
They changed into dragons and began to fight 
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Their fighting caused the terrible vibrations 
That had undermined the castle’s foundations. 

 
Merlin: This is the world 
 
15: And Vortigern’s kingdom was the tent unfurled 
 
Merlin: These dragons fought each night, 

One is red and one is white. 
When the Britons’ red dragon won 
The Saxon white dragon would be gone. 

 
15: Vortigern built his fortress and felt secure, 
As safe as houses, that is for sure. 
 
16: King Constan’s young brothers were now big and strong 
And both were determined they would right every wrong 
Uther Pendragon was the murdered King’s brother 
And Aurelius Ambrosius was the other 
Together they came from their exile in France 
To revenge his murder, now was their chance 
 
Ambrosius: I have come from France to avenge my Father. This Vortigern took the thrown 
from my Dad, King Constan, then married a Saxon in exchange for land, and THEN managed 
to be fooled killing lots of Britons. So now my Brother and I are back to claim what is ours 
and re-claim this country …So he’s built himself a fortress I see. We’ll see about that. Let’s 
burn his fortress down with him in it!!! 
 
Vortigern: Help! My fortress is on fire and I’m stuck in here. Noooooooo! 
 
Ambrosius: Now to reclaim this country from the Saxons! 
 
17: Now when the Britons who had fled 
Heard that Vortigern was dead, 
They joined Ambrosius and set forth 
To capture Hengest in the north 

Determined to win back their lands 
Overrun by the Saxon bands. 
Hengest and his warriors had no doubt 

That they had nothing to worry about. 
 
Hengest: Those Britons are making a big mistake; 
This will be a piece of cake. We outnumber them 20 to 1. The Victory is ours! 
 
SCENE: Battle 
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Ambrosius: We haver finally captured this traitorous Saxon, Hengest. What should we 
do? Should we execute him for his crimes or should we let him return to his homeland?  
 
Announcer: Ladies and gentlemen, I give you Edol. The only survivor of the Night of 
Long Knives. 
 
Edol: This man should die for what he has done to the nobles of Briton. He needs to 
serve justice for all those people slain at the Night Of The Long Knives. Who’s with me?? 
 
Everyone: Yeah!!! 
 
Ambrocius: The people have spoken. Hengest is to be executed!! 
 

SONG: OVER THE HILLS AND FAR AWAY 
If I should fall to rise no more 

In Middengaard I’ll dwell no more, 
As in Woden’s hall I now shall play 

Over the hills and far away. 
 

CHORUS 
O’er the hills and o’er the main, 

Through Kentish fields and driving rain, 
Hen-gest commands and we obey, 

 
19: Hengest was dead but many Saxons remained 
And King Ambrosius spent much of his reign 
Fighting these Saxons to keep them at bay 
 
Ambrosius: See that’s how it is done. That is how a true leader rules. Making sure those 
Saxons know their place. 
 
19: Before he was poisoned and passed away. 
 
Ambrosius: Urgh! Blast! Poisoned by these pesky Saxons. 
 
20: The next king chosen was Aurelius’s brother, 
Uther Pendragon, who had just the same bother. 
 
Uther: See I told you not to forget me. I’m back baby. Now to wrap this story up and kill off 
these Saxons once and for all. 
 
20: The Saxons poisoned him too and ended his reign 
 
Uther: Oh! 
 
20: And the position of King was vacant again. 
 
21: The Nobles were arguing who should be king 
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When there occurred a very strange thing. 
 
Merlin: This boy here is the king of your land. 
 
Edol: Who is this boy, Welshman? Why him? 
 
Merlin: Arthur, the late king’s son,  

who has been living with me in Avalon 
Where I have kept him free from harm 
Since the day that he was born. 
Now that Uther Pendragon is dead 
Arthur, his son, reigns in his stead. 
Come and I will prove to you 
What I have told you all is true. 

 
Edol: What utter poppycock! We would have known of a lost son of Uther. 
 
Merlin: Here is a large stone, and that handle there poking out of the stone is a sword 

hidden within it. Only the rightful king of Britain is able to this draw this sword and be 
your king and your honoured lord. 
 
21: Each Noble pulled and tugged and pulled again 
But all their efforts were in vain. 
When at last young Arthur tried, 
The Nobles and the people cried 
When he easily withdrew the sword 
And they realised he was their lord. 
 
Everyone: Hooray for King Arthur! Hip hip Hooray! 
 
22: Twelve great battles King Arthur fought and won 
With his sword Excalibur and his spear named Ron 
But at this point we must end our rhyme 
And tell King Arthur’s story another time. 
 
END. 

 
 


