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The Story of  

Lieutenant henry Richard 

Deighton Simpson                                                        

Crashed Aeroplane John Singer Sargent 1918 IWM ART 
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Section 1  

Deighton’s Maternal Grandfather 

 

John Jones, Early Jewish Pioneer of Los Angeles  

Jewish Museum of the American West 
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Deighton’s grandfather John Jones was 
born in Warsaw of Polish Jewish parents in 
1800.  The family was forced to flee anti 
Semitism when Warsaw ceased to be part 
of Poland after it was swallowed up by 
Prussia. 

 

Many Jews came and settled in London’s 
East End where they struggled against 
poverty. 

Source 1: Maternal Grandfather John Jones 

Jewish Museum of the American West 
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The Partitions of Poland were three partitions which took place in the second half of the 18th century ended 

the existence of Poland for 123 years. The partitions were by the Russia, Prussia and Austria-Hungary. 

Poland’s religious tolerance provided                     

sanctuary for Europe’s Jews for centuries 

What was the partition of Poland? 
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http://www.loc.gov/pictures/related/?fi=name&q=Flohri%2C%20Emil
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Where did London’s Jewish immigrants live? 

Westminster Archives 



 7 

 

 

Thomas Rowlandson, The Old Bailey, from The Microcosm of London, 1808.  

Criminals were transported to Australia for both major 
and minor crimes. 

John Jones was sentenced on 23rd November 1835 at the Old Bailey  

Source 2: John Jones’s Trial at the Old Bailey 1835 
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Old Bailey On Line Reference Number: t18351123-28 

Source 3(A): Trial Transcript 23 Nov 1835 
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Map of 1851 showing Red Lion Square  

Where did John jones’s crime take place? 

1843 Lord Mayor Procession Ludgate Hill    ILN 

:Dickens’s Oliver Twist stigmatised Jews as dishonest.   Fagin by Cruikshank  

Westminster Archives 
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Source 3(B): Trial Transcript 23 Nov 1835 

Old Bailey On Line Reference Number: t18351123-28 
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Sydney Herald 15th September 1836       Trove 

The Australian Tuesday 14 June 1836        Trove 

Source 4: Transportation to Australia 
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Source 5: Sydney Gazette 5th September 1836 

"On Tuesday, the 30th September (sic), at 2 pm, we ap-
proached the Heads, it blowing a complete gale from the 
south, under double reefed topsails, courses hauled up all 
ready to receive a pilot on board, and stood in for 
Middle Head, but saw no pilot; attempted to tack, but 
missed stays; wore ship, while in the act of wearing, split the 
main topsail into ribbons; we hauled the fore and main tack 
on board, and tried to stand out to sea - but 
finding we could not fetch out clear of the Heads, was com-
pelled to cut the anchors from the bows, and bring her up all 
standing, leaving the prisoners, and such men as could be 
spared, to take in sail; veered away 70 fathoms of both ca-
bles, expecting every minute the ship to go on the rocks, 
and if she had, every soul must have perished, as we were 
right under the inner North Head; at 3 pm, saw a boat com-
ing towards us, which proved to be one of H.M.S. Victor's, 
with a Lieutenant and Mr Watson the pilot, with a number 
of able seamen to our assistance; in a short time after, two 
more boats, from H.M.S. Rattlesnake, with Mr Richards, the 
first lieutenant and several other officers and seamen who 
remained by us till we got to Sydney.” 

Convict Sydney Wayne Haag for Sydney Living Museums  

Trove 
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Source 6 (A): Journey to California U.S.A. 

He decided to leave for the U.S.A. in 1850. 

John Jones arrived in Australia in 1836 and received his certificate of freedom in 1843. 

The Maritime Heritage Project ~ San Francisco 1846-1899 -  
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Source 6 (b): Journey to California U.S.A. 

[Ensign & Thayer], MAP OF THE GOLD REGIONS OF CALIFORNIA. Showing the Routes via Chagres and Panama, Cape Horn,  1848 
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 John Jones, was one of the city’s honoured pioneers and a forceful factor in its upbuilding and progress.  A 
native of England, he was born in 1800, and spent his early life in the city of London where he was en-
gaged in the shipping business in connection with the East India trade.  At the age of forty-seven he set 
sail in his own ship bound for Australia.  From there he made the long voyage to California, arriving at 
Monterey in 1848.  Here he met David Jacks, one of the pioneers of California, who was inspector of the 
port there.  Mr. Jones first located in San Francisco.  He made a visit to Los Angeles in 1851, and liked the 
little pueblo so well that he decided to make his permanent home here.  Some years later, in 1861, with 
his wife, son and daughter, he removed to Los Angeles.  For a man of large affairs there were great haz-
ards in those days.  The wreck of the Laura Bevan, uninsured and loaded with his goods at the salt works, 
as Redondo was then called, was one of the conspicuous reverses which the doughty Englishman suffered 
at that time.  With the courage, energy and determination that overcome difficulties, Mr. Jones rebuilt his 
business and developed considerable trade with Salt Lake City, sending the merchandise by prairie 
schooner over the Fremont Trail.  For many years before the advent of financial institutions in Los Ange-
les he performed the function of a banker in affording safe keeping for the bags of gold dust and money 
entrusted to his care by the ranchers and citizens of that period.  To protect their funds he installed at 
his place of business in the Arcadia block on Los Angeles Street, the only burglar and fireproof safe in 
the town at that time.  For a period of twenty years he was regarded as one of the most prominent and 
progressive wholesale merchants of the community.  Called to public office, he rendered to the city valua-
ble service as president of the common council in 1865, 1866 and 1871.  With a strong sense of duty and 
honor, he faithfully fulfilled every trust reposed in him, whether of a public or private nature, and was a 
man whom to know was to esteem and admire.  He was a member of Company G, Stevenson’s Regiment 
of U.S. Volunteers and remained with the regiment until discharged in 1848.   

California of the South Vol. V, by John Steven McGroarty, Pages 731-735, Clarke Publ. Los Angeles 1933.  

Source 7: recreating Mr Jones in California 

A decade after John Jones arrived in California he 

was regarded as one of the most prominent and 

progressive wholesale merchants in Los Angeles. 
Jewish Museum of the American West 

Jewish Museum of the American West 
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Gold was discovered in 1848 and by July 1849 San Francisco ’s population was 
around 5,000, by December it was 25,000 . John Jones came to California in 1850 and 
then on to Los Angeles where he went into the wholesale grocery business.  

How did John Jones make his fortune? 

Twice a year he would close his store for six weeks while he travelled to San Francisco to 
buy merchandise, attend synagogue.  He cornered the liquor (alcohol) trade. 

John Jones had the             
only decent safe in the 
city where gold dust 
could be deposited 
safely. 

By 1851, the gold rush had made San Francisco a thriving port city.  

Jewish Museum of the American West 

Jewish Museum of the American West 

Jewish Museum of the American West 
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Jewish Museum of the American West 
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Name Age 

John Jones 68 

Doria Jones 39 

Maria Jones 11 

Caroline A Jones 9 

Constance Jones 6 

Mabel Douglass 15 
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U.S. National Archives 

http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1870usfedcen&indiv=try&h=14282862
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1870usfedcen&indiv=try&h=14282676
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1870usfedcen&indiv=try&h=657658
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1870usfedcen&indiv=try&h=12526462
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1870usfedcen&indiv=try&h=13451883
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1870usfedcen&indiv=try&h=13451884
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/search/db.aspx?dbid=7163
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Deighton’s grandparents, 
John Jones (died 1876) 
and Doria Deighton-
Jones (1824-1908) were 
husband-and-wife land-
owners and developers in 
19th- and early 20th-
Century Los Angeles,             
California. John 
Jones was president of 
the Los Angeles Common 
Council, the governing 
body of that city, in 1870
–71. John Jones married 

in 1858 to Doria Deighton, born in Perth, Scotland, on 
June 6, 1824; the marriage occurred three years after 
Doria came to Los Angeles from San Francisco. Mrs. 
Jones converted to Judaism prior to her marriage to 
Jones before she had three children, including              
daughter Constance (Simpson) who was Deighton’s 
mother.  

Doria Deighton Jones became a property developer.  

This L.A. building she built in 1903 is named after her. 

She died in 1908 before Deighton went to Eton. 

Source 9: Death of Grandmother Doria Jones 

Jewish Museum of the American West 

Jewish Museum of the American West 

Jewish Museum of the American West 

Jewish Museum of the American West 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perth,_Scotland
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Section 3  

Deighton’S Paternal  

Grandfather 

 

Delaware Historical Society 
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http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1880usfedcen&indiv=try&h=35226047
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1880usfedcen&indiv=try&h=49233856
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1880usfedcen&indiv=try&h=27002199
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1880usfedcen&indiv=try&h=27002264
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Section 4  

Deighton’s Childhood 

 

Simpson's first name was that of his father, Henry Williams Simpson, a graduate of Harvard College in 
the Class of 1885, a lawyer in New York City. Richard Deighton was the name of his mother's maternal 
grandfather, whose daughter Mrs. Doria Deighton Jones, a native of Scotland, bore an important part in 
the boy's education and outlook. His mother, Constance Deighton (Jones) Simpson, was, in the words of 
another son, the friend, constant companion, and inspiration of his whole life. He was born in New York 

U.S. National Archives 
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Source 15(a): School in New York 

Horace Mann's motto is  Magna est veritas et prævalet, 
a Latin phrase meaning "Great is the truth, and it prevails". The 
school is dedicated to five core values: The Life of the Mind, Mature 
Behaviour, Mutual Respect, A Secure and Healthful Environment, 
and A Balance Between Individual Achievement & A Caring                  
Community.  

Horace Mann School Manhatton New York 

Harvard University Archives 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin


 29 

 
Source 15(b): School in New York 

Private tutors prepared Deighton and later his brother John for the elite Eton College in 

England.  His sister was sent to England after the Great War to learn the ways of a high so-

ciety lady and in 1924 was presented as an debutante- unmarried ‘lady’ to King George V. 

Eton pupils wore top 

hats and tails to  

reflect their status 

British Newspaper Library 

P Daniel 
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Eton's best-known holiday takes place on the so-called 
"Fourth of June", a celebration of the birthday of King 
George III, Eton’s greatest patron. This day is celebrated 
with the Procession of Boats, in which the top rowing 
crews from the top four years row past in vintage wood-
en rowing boats.   

Eton Boathouse in 1870  

Source 16: Eton College 

Harvard University Archives 

Eton College Archives 



 31 

 

 

 

Where is Eton College? 

 Deighton attended Eton College from 1909-1914.  Eton College is an independent boarding school for 
1,300 boys aged 13-18 near Windsor. It educates more than 1,300 pupils. Founded in 1440 by King Henry 
VI, it is one of the original seven public schools. All pupils live at the school (board).  It has educated 
19 British prime ministers and generations of the aristocracy. In 2016-17 it charged £12,354 per term 
(there are three terms per academic year). 

Deighton’s younger brother John (left) also went to Eton in 1911 

Harvard University Archives 

U.S. National Archives 

P Daniel 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Independent_school_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boarding_school
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windsor,_Berkshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_VI_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_VI_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_school_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Minister#History
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aristocracy
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Eton College Rifles Corps 

Eton College Rifle Corps was 
formed in 1860 at a time 
when it was thought that Na-
poleon III was threatening to 
invade Britain. It was the first 
continuous school corps of its 
kind.  

In October 1908, the Haldane 
Reforms encouraged public 
schools to form Officers' Train-
ing Corps to train future army 
officers.  

As a rule of thumb 20 per cent 
of public school boys who 
fought in the war died, against 
13 per cent of those overall 
who served. There are 1,157 
names on Eton’s memorial to 
its Great War dead, so many 

The Prince of Wales inspects cadets at Eton College in June 1914  

Eton College Archives 

Eton College Archives 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haldane_Reforms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haldane_Reforms
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Source 17: King’s College Cambridge 

On August 4th 1914, Great Britain declared war on Germany. It 
was a decision that is seen as the start of World War One.   

“Eton will be to the last the same as my parents and dear friends are to me...To die for one’s 
school is an honour .”                                 Old Etonian Lionel Sotheby, in his last letter home 

Birmingham Post, Wednesday 5th August, 1914 Morning Leader, August 5, 1914.  

Harvard University Archives 

P Daniel 

http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/world-war-one/
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Source 18: Application to Harvard University 

Deighton had the world at his 

feet in 1914.  Having been de-

nied the chance to go to          

Cambridge University in                 

England he opted to return to 

the U.S.A. to attend Harvard, an 

elite Ivy League University,  

ironically in Cambridge,               

Massachusetts. 

Harvard University Archive 

Harvard University Archive 
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Section 5  

Deighton Joins Up 

 

Cadet Henry Richard Deighton Simpson 

Sandhurst Military Academy 

Harvard  University Archive  



 36 

 

 

 

Source 19(a): Deighton abandons Harvard 

Harvard  University Archive  

RMS Campania was a British Cunard steamship launched on Thursday, 
8 September 1892. She was the largest and fastest passenger liner 
afloat when she entered service in 1893. She could cross the Atlantic 
in less than six days;  

 LC-DIG-ppmsc-09098 from Library of Congress  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Library_of_Congress
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Source 19(b): Deighton abandons Harvard 

Harvard  University Archive  
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Source 19(c): Deighton abandons Harvard 

Harvard  University Archive  

Harvard  University Archive  
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Source 20: Deighton Works his Passage 

‘A stoker works four hours at a stretch, and during that time the 
temperature of his surroundings varies from 120 degrees to 160 de-
grees Fahrenheit. One stoker usually has four furnaces to attend to, 
and while feeding one furnace a man has to be extremely careful or 
his arm may be burned by the furnace behind him. 

As a rule a man is occupied about three minutes at each furnace, 
and directly he has finished he rushes to the air pipe and waits until 
his turn comes again. The intense heat of the furnaces has some-
times rendered stokers temporarily insane, and there are many cas-
es on record where they have jumped overboard after having made 
their way to the deck.’ 

John Colgate Hoyt, Compiler, "The Stoker." 1900  

RMS Campania had the largest triple expansion engines ever fitted to a Cunard ship.  

Harvard  University Archive  

Totanic stoker 1912 Richard P. de Kerbrech  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steam_Engine
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Source 21: Deighton Joins the army 

Harvard  University Archive  

Harvard  University Archive  
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Name                                 

Surname               

Christian names 

                                           

Simpson,                                                                             

Henry Richard 

Deighton 

Address American Express 

Co House 

Date and place of birth Born in New York 

City January 26th 

1896 

British born? American born 

Pure European descent No 

Father’s name job and 

British or  foreign 

Henry William   

Simpson 

An American 

Whether father still 

living 

Yes 

Any precious                   

military service 

None 

Educational                       

history 

From nine until 12 

1/2 at Heathcote 

Hall Harrison N.Y. 

Private tutor for 

one year.  From 13 

1/2 until now at 

Eton College,       

Windsor. 

Source 22(a): Application to Sandhurst  
Imperial War Museum Q54208                                                         
Officer Cadets on parade at the Royal Military College  
Sandhurst, November 1917. 

National Archives  WO 339/3675 
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Source 22(b): Application to Sandhurst  

Mrs Constance D. Simpson Carlton Hotel            

address H Verey Solicitor 7 Bloomsbury Square 

A Cavalry Commission in Life Guards (1st) 

National Archives  WO 339/3675 
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Source 23: Certificate of Naturalization 

National Archives  WO 339/3675 

Sat 5th Dec 1914 The Globe            British Newspaper 
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Source 23: Certificate of Naturalization 

Deighton could not take a commission as an officer in 
the British army without first taking British Citizen-
ship.  He had to swear allegiance to King George V. 

National Archives  WO 339/3675 



 45 

 

 

Name Age last         

birthday 

Height 

inches 

 

Max 

 

Min 

Weight 

Lbs 

Hearing Teeth Vision Colour 

vision 

Fitness 

Simpson 

Henry 

Richard           

Deighton 

18 70 391/2 37 156 Good Good Normal Good Fit 

Source 24: Sandhurst Medical 

Imperial War Museum 

Chest inches 

National Archives  WO 339/3675 

Imperial War Museum 
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Sandhurst Officer Cadets February 1915                                                                                       

Greater destructive power made horsed cavalry redundant, so rather than fight in the trenches as an infantryman in the Innis-

killing Dragoons Deighton applied to be transferred to the fledgling air service, The Royal Flying Corps in August 1915. 

Cadet Henry Richard                                            

Deighton  Simpson               

In February 1915 Deighton had just 

been given his commission as a 2nd 

Lieut in the Inniskilling Dragoons           

Deighton at Sandhurst 
 Sandhurst Officer Cadets December 1914                            

Deighton became a 2nd Lieutenant in the 6th (Inniskilling) Dragoons, a cavalry regiment that was based in Mhow in India in          

August 1914.  When this picture was taken of Deighton at Sandhurst his regiment had just landed in France as part of the 5th 

(Mhow) Cavalry Brigade in the 2nd Indian Cavalry Division in December 1914 for service on the Western Front. 

Sandhurst College Archive 

Sandhurst College Archive 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cavalry_regiments_of_the_British_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mhow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/5th_(Mhow)_Cavalry_Brigade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/5th_(Mhow)_Cavalry_Brigade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2nd_Indian_Cavalry_Division
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Front_(World_War_I)
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The British Army grew from 730,000 men (5 divisions) to 3,560,000 (50 divisions), between 1914 and 

1918. For this bigger army there had to be an increase in the number of officers.  They rose from 

12,000 in 1914 to 164,000 in 1918.  In all, 247,061 commissions were granted during the war.  

 

6th Iniskilling Dragoon 

Guards cap badge 

Webley revolver     

As a 2nd lieutenant 

Deighton wore a 

single pip on his 

sleeve   

Riding breeches   

What was a Subaltern’s(2nd Lt) uniform? 

Service Dress was the new style of khaki uniform introduced for use in the field from the early 1900s  



 48 

 

 

W
h

e
r

e
 d

id
 D

e
ig

h
t
o

n
 b

u
y
 h

is
 u

n
if

o
r

m
? 

 ‘I h
a

d
 a

lso
 received

 a
n

 o
u

tf
it 

a
llo

w
a

n
ce o

f fi
ft

y p
o

u
n

d
s w

h
ich

 

p
ro

vided
 ea

sily fo
r sw

ord
 an

d
 

revo
lver a

s w
ell a

s fo
r tw

o
 ser-

vice-d
ress u

n
ifo

rm
s, a

 grea
tco

a
t, 

a
n

d
 a

ll th
e a

ccesso
ries .’ 

2n
d

 Lt C
h

arles C
arrin

gto
n

,                                       

9th
 Y

o
rks an

d
 Lan

ca
sters  

W
estm

in
ster A

rch
ives 

K
en

sin
gto

n
 an

d
 C

h
e

lsea Lo
cal Stu

d
ies 



 49 

 

 

The 6th (Inniskilling) Dragoons was an Irish cavalry regiment  

WO 339/13509 National Archives  

Source 25: 2nd Lt Deighton Simpson 

 By 1915 the cavalry had been forced to fight as infantry and so Deighton decided to volunteer instead for the Royal Flying Corps. 

Harvard  University Archive  



 50 

 

Section 6  

Deighton Joins the                    

Royal Flying corps 

Royal Fling Corps cap badge 
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Source 26:  Pilot Training Royal Flying Corps 

The Carlton and Beaulieu hotels provide the backdrop to the Pashleys' Farman bi-plane May 26, 1913 
 

Deighton trained to be a Royal Flying Corps pilot at Shoreham aerodrome in Sussex. Founded in 1910 it is the oldest airfield in     
Britain. Deighton was instructed on a Maurice Farman bi-plane like the one pictured above.  

OC0220163 Royal Air Force Museum 
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What was training like at Shoreham? 

Source: Historic England Archive Air photograph of Shoreham aerodrome in 1936 

• Shoreham was close to the sea and was 
boarded by the River Adur.  

• The quality of the instructors at Shoreham 
and elsewhere varied  considerably. 

• Deighton trained on an obsolete French              
designed Maurice Farman bi-plane. 

• More  trainee pilots were lost training 
(8,000!) than were killed in action.  

• Deighton was not ‘combat trained.’ His life         
expectancy as a new pilot on the Western 
Front was three weeks. 

Royal Air Force Museum 
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Until they finished training, 

all RFC candidates were 

considered cadets and their 

rank badges could not be 

worn. To demonstrate their 

cadet status they wore a 

white band around their 

caps. RFC officers bought 

their own uniforms with a 

grant of £50.  

Deighton as a  2Lt. cadet earned 7 shillings sixpence a day. 

When he’d graduated and been posted to France his pay 

went up to 11 shillings sixpence (the extra 4 shillings was 

flying pay), plus 4 shillings tuppence  daily allowance.  

What Uniform did a Cadet RFC Pilot wear? 
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How did an instructor teach a novice pilot?  

Deighton as a cadet pilot would wake in the  morning, parade, and then spend the 

morning in classes, learning how to fly. Afternoons he would spend in the air with in-

structors, getting practical experience, or, on occasion, on the ground, practising how to 

shoot at a moving airplane (see above). Time spent at flying school varied. Some cadets 

had over 10 hours of flying experience  before being assigned to an airfield, others had 

as little as 2 hours.  

The noise of the engine made communication between a cadet 

and his instructor difficult.  Often they relied on hand signals 

Royal Air Force Museum 

Deighton  Royal Air Force Museum 
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 Source 27:  Central Flying School 

Central Flying School Upavon, Wiltshire   Imperial War Museum 

Upavon  

Harvard  University Archive  
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint-Omer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._2_Squadron_RAF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._6_Squadron_RAF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._9_Squadron_RAF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hugh_Dowding
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16 Squadron was based on the Somme at Amiens.  Deighton’s task was to use his BE2 c plane to fly 

over the German trench system and photograph  them so that accurate trench maps could be made for 

the army. 

What was 16 Squadron’s main task?  

‘The camera was strapped on the 

outside of the aeroplane and you 

had a sort of ball and a ring sight 

at the back.  To take a photo you 

had to lean over the side of the 

cockpit and look through this ball 

sight, fly the aeroplane with the 

left hand, move the camera with 

the right.  Every time you change 

the plate you pull the string, wait 

until you’d flown along a bit 

more, judge the overlap and did 

it again.’ 

2nd Lt Cecil Lewis Pilot RFC 

A B.E.2c with an aerial 
camera fixed to the fuse-
lage, 1916  

Skilled observation turned photos into maps of the German 

trenches  

Imperial War Museum 

Imperial War Museum 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Aircraft_Factory_B.E.2
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Equipment item Letter 

Goggles A 

Flying helmet B 

Lewis gun C 

Webley revolver D 

Flying gloves E 

Flying boots F 

A 

B 

D 

E 

The Lewis gun 
used a pan mag-
azine (see 
above) holding 
47 or 97 rounds 
capable of firing 
500 bullets/
minute. 

C 

Webley MK4 Pistol. The 
standard British Army Service 
revolver of the First World 
War.  

 Flying boots These thigh-
length fleece-lined brown 
suede boots  were devised by 
Major Lanoe Hawker in 1916.  
He had them made at Har-
rods, who christened them 
the Charfor boot, however 
they soon became universally 
known as 'fug boots  

 In 1916 the Goggle Mask Mk 1 was 
introduced featuring the protective 
nose covering designed to be worn in 
conjunction with the cowl-type flying 
helmet.   

RFC Flying Gloves 
had a finger 
mitten pattern. 
And were made of 
soft brown leath-
er, tailored with 
fingers and a 
lambswool lined 
mitten flap, with 
press stud.  

What did a pilot wear in the air?  

RFC pilots were not allowed 
to use parachutes  

Royal Air Force Museum 

F 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pan_magazine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pan_magazine
http://www.sofmilitary.co.uk/webley-mk4-pistol-denix-replica-product,8543
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RFC Maternity Tunic                           
The R.F.C. wore a special tunic, which 
was often called the Maternity jacket 
as it resembled the clothing worn by 
expectant mothers at the time. The 
design wrapped over the front and 

fastened off centre and was secured 
by concealed buttons. It has a high  

collar and two lower pockets.  High leg leather 
cavalry boots   

R.F.C. Wings                            

 

 

which Deighton received after suc-
completing his training as a  pilot 

Dog Tags.               
Deighton wore an 
eight-sided green 

and a round red tag. 
The red tag could be    
retrieved as proof of 
death and the  green 

was left to ID a      
soldier for burial.  

R.F.C. Forage cap and badge  

What did a pilot wear on the Ground?  

 This drawing shows an 
R.F.C. Captain with 3 pips. 
Deighton as a 2nd Lt had 

only 1 pip 



 60 

 

 

 

 

Deighton’s commander in 16 Squadron was Major Hugh Dowding.  In WW2 he                  

commanded Fighter Command during the Battle of Britain. 

Major Alexander Ross Hume 

took over command of 23 

Squadron in April 1916. 

Source 29: Deighton’s Commanding Officer 

The Sphere April  22 1916 British Newspaper Library 

In September 1915 the author Duncan Grinell-Milne joined 16 squadron 
as a junior pilot. His 1933 portrait of Dowding was not a flattering one:                                               
                   
“ He was too reserved and aloof from his juniors...he was not a good 
pilot, seldom flew, and had none of that fire which I then believed and 
later knew to be essential in the leader of a good squadron.” 

Dowding pushed 16 squadron 

hard as they undertook reconnais-

sance of the German lines.  Flying 

below 12,000 ft could be fatal but 

pilots faced great pressure to get 

below the cloud base to get their 

photographs. 

Major Hugh Dowding.   

Royal Air Force Museum 
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Source 30(a): Mentioned in Dispatches 

British Gazette Harvard  University 
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 Source 30(a): Mentioned in Dispatches 

Harvard  University Archive  

A BE2 defends itself from an attack by a Fokker Eindekker 
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Source 30(b): Mentioned in Dispatches 

Harvard  University Archive  

A Fokker Eindekker shooting down a BE2 c 
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Source 31: Expert Pilot 

A Captured Fokker E.111 Imperial War Museum Q 48895 

Harvard  University Archive  
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The Fokker Scourge lasted from July 1915 to March 1916. During this phase, the synchronised machine 
gun armed Fokker Eindekker and pilots like Boelcke devastated the poorly armed  Royal Flying Corps. 

What was the Fokker Scourge?   
Deighton arrived in France to face the Fokker scourge. The slow BE2c was not match for the forward firing 

Fokker ‘Eindekker’ monoplane. 

In 1915, Oswald Boelcke (below) was the pilot chosen to test Anthony Fokker's new machine gun synchronizing 
device. It was a great success and Boelcke used the new invention to become the first German ace.  

Oswald Boelcke  

The Illustrated London News Jan 29  1916 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Synchronization_gear
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Synchronization_gear
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Source 32(a):  Proceedings of a Medical Board 

 PROCEEDINGS OF A MEDICAL BOARD                                                                                               

Assembled at Osborne Isle of Wight on 11th November 1915 by order of War Office 
Letter 45/EF of (AG 4A) 3.9.14 for the purpose of examining and reporting on the pre-

sent state of an injury or injuries sustained by 2nd Lt H R Deighton Simpson Royal Flying 
Corps at Merville on 5th October 1915.  Nature of injury Fracture of left metatarsal 

“he was trying to stop a runaway horse being himself mounted when both horses fell 
on his foot.  The second metatarsal bone of the left foot was fractured-has recovered.” 

When will the 
officer be 

ready for mili-
tary duty?                
5 weeks 

National Archives  WO 339/3675 

National Archives  WO 339/3675 

Harvard  University Archive  
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Source 32(b):  Proceedings of a Medical Board 

Rank and name   HR Deighton 

Simpson 

Corps    RFC (Squadron 16) 

Address    Osbourne Isle of  

    Wight  

Date of leaving unit:                    16.1.15 

Date of Embarkation:                   21.1.1 

Port of Embarkation:                   Boulogne 

Port of Disembarkation:             Folkestone 

Date of arrival:                            Oct 11 1915 

Name of Ship:                                      ___________ 

Cause of Return:                                 Fractured               

    metartarsal 

Dates if on leave 

Authority 

Whether examined          Yes at Q.A.M. *                                                                      

by a Medical Board 

*Queen Alexandra's Military Hospital Millbank 

Osborne House Isle of Wight had been a Royal 
palace for Queen Victoria but was used as an 

officer’s hospital in WW1. 

National Archives  WO 339/3675 
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Source 33:  Deighton  returns to France 

September 1916  
June 1916  

Imperial War Museum 

In the days leading up to the Battle of the Somme in 1916 (known at the time as the Big 

Push) No 9 Squadron was tasked with reconnaissance flights to see if the British guns had 

destroyed the German trenches so that British infantry could attack. Pilots like Deighton 

were worked to the point of exhaustion and many became casualties. During the Somme 

campaign, the RFC lost 800 aeroplanes with 252 crew killed (July-November 1916).  

Harvard  University Archive  
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Section 7  

RFC Joyce Green Aerodrome 

Joyce Green Airfield, Dartford 1917   Q_111411                               Imperial War Museum 
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“We understand that the deceased 

officer had a little time previously been 

discharged from hospital on light duty, 

and with his characteristic zeal, asked 

Messrs Vickers to allow him to fly their 

new machines.” 

Source 34(a):  Test Pilot Volunteer 
P Daniel 

Harvard  University Archive  
Harvard  University Archive  
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 Source 34(b):  Test Pilot Volunteer 

Harvard  University Archive  
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 Aerial View of Joyce Green 1918 

P Daniel 
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Ralph trained to be a Royal Flying Corps pilot at Shoreham aerodrome in Sussex. Founded in 1910 it is the oldest airfield in     
Britain. Ralph was instructed on a Maurice Farman bi-plane like the one pictured above.  

     Joyce Green airfield was built on marshland beside the Thames.  It was built by Vickers who purchased Frank Farm in 1911.  

The airfield was bisected by a number of drainage ditches six or more feet in width that had to be covered with boards before 

planes could take off or land. 

Why was there an airfield at Joyce Green? 

The first plane flown at Joyce Green was a French designed monoplane built at Vicker's Erith  

(Caroll Bunch) The State Historical Society of Missouri, Photograph Collection. 

Joyce Green hangars  

P Daniel 

Bexley Local Studies and Archives 
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The machine gun factory( below) is now McDonalds.  If you look at the 

picture above you can see how the restaurant copied the design of the 

original factory. 

All pictures Bexley Local Studies and Archives 

Hiram Maxim (above right) was the inventor of the machine gun and manufactured them in Crayford from 

1884.  It’s devastating fire power (600 bulllets /minute) led to trench warfare in WW1. When WW1 began 

Crayford was the major producer of Vickers machine guns for the army.  The company also built planes like 

the FB5 ‘Gunbus’ the world’s first fighter plane –a pusher plane that used a forward firing Vickers gun. 

Why were Vickers in Crayford?  

P Daniel 
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A 

B 

C 

Crayford 

Clock  

Tower  

D 
Crayford Doctors Surgery 

Original 

entrance 

to Vickers 

factory 

Maplin store was Vickers 

D 

A 

B 

C 

A 

B 

C 

Last remaining Vickers 

factory buildings circled 

D 
Remaining Vickers sheds          

Vickers, Crayford, Kent  1920 and Tower Retail Park 2017 

Why was there an airfield at Joyce Green? 

All pictures Bexley Local Studies and Archives 

All pictures P Daniel 
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Hiram Maxim’s first planes were built in a hangar on the site of 

what is now Sports Direct. This picture dates from 1910. 

You see the house x in both 

Why was there an airfield at Joyce Green? 

Bexley Local Studies and Archives 

P Daniel 

P Daniel 
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Bexley Local Studies and Archives 

Vickers Crayford Sewing and Doping Dept.        Crayford Town Archive 

Who built the planes for Vickers at Crayford? 

Thousands of women  known as 

Muntionettes worked at Vickers 

Crayford factory during WW1.   
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Aircraft built at the Vickers factory in Crayford were transported part assembled by road to Joyce Green 

airfield to be tested.  Joyce Green was the nearest open land that could be used to the factory.  This was 

quite a performance and the inconvenience of taking aircraft to Joyce Green in this way and the water-

logged nature of an airfield built on marshland meant that both factory and airfield eventually closed. 

Harold Barnwell was Vickers test pilot at Joyce Green. He invited pilots like Deighton to come to 

Joyce Green to hear their views about experimental planes.  

Bexley Local Studies and Archives 

How were planes taken to Joyce Green?  

Barnwell  died on 25th            

August 1917 when he 

crashed a Vickers Vampire.  

H. Barnwell   Vickers Archive 
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Where did the airmen live at Joyce Green? 

Accommodation for aircrew and workshops for Vickers mechanics were built close by the Long Reach         

Tavern which sat right beside the Thames foreshore.  This was an ancient pub that was infamous in the 

19th century for staging bare knuckle prize fights and drew huge crowds of gamblers from London who bet 

on the outcome away from the long arm of the law.  With the start of Ww1 the pub was commandeered as 

a “wet” mess for N.C.Os stationed on the airfield. 

(RFC airman by Long Reach Tavern Caroll Bunch) The State 

Historical Society of Missouri,  Photograph Collection. 

(RFC and US airmen Joyce Green 1918 Caroll Bunch) The State Historical Society of Missouri,  Photo Collection.  RAF Museum Hendon 

The Long Reach Tavern and Pier  with Joyce Green hangars to rear  1929                                      wiki commons                                                                  

The Long Reach Tavern c 1950                                          Crayford Town Archive 

The Long Reach Tavern c 1950                     Crayford Town Archive 
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What was the lay out of Joyce green Airfield? 
RAF Museum Hendon 
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 Joyce Green was not a popular airfield, being situated primarily on marshland, and Air Vice Marshal 

Gould Lee wrote:  

 

‘To use this waterlogged field for testing now and then was reasonable and to take advantage of it as an 

emergency landing ground for Home Defence forces was credible, but to employ it as a flying training 

station was folly and as a Camel (i.e. Sopwith Camel aeroplane) training station was lunacy. A pupil tak-

ing off with a choked or failing engine had to choose, according to wind direction, between drowning in 

the Thames (half a mile wide at this point), crashing into the Vickers TNT (explosives) Works, sinking into 

a vast sewage farm, killing himself and numerous patients in a large isolation hospital, being electrocut-

ed in an electrical station with acres of pylons and cables; or trying to turn and get back to the aero-

drome. Unfortunately, many pupils confronted with disaster tried the last course and span to their 

deaths.’  

Why was Joyce Green a poor site for an airfield?  

RAF Museum Hendon 
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Source 35: Deighton in Crayford 
 On his release from hospital after re-

covering from dysentery Deighton 

booked himself into the Carlton Hotel 

Pall Mall-a fashionable hotel his family 

habitually used whilst in London. 

When Deighton was invited by 

Vickers to test some of its new 

fighter planes at Joyce Green they 

put him up in Crayford House. 

Deighton’s hotel bill came to £61 8s 1d (£61.40) a 

huge sum in 1916 

Bexley Local Studies and Archives 
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Charterhouse School Archive  

Charterhouse School Archive  

What plane did Deighton test for Vickers? 

Deighton flew a Vickers F.B.16D. It earned the unqualified praise of 
Maj J. B. McCudden, the British air ace, of 56 Squadron, who kept an 
all-red F.B.16D at Joyce Green to use when he was back from France. 

 
   'On 22 June, 1917, I flew the little Vickers tractor, the F.B.16D, which 
was now fitted with a 200 hp Wolseley-Hispano. I climbed to 10,000 ft 
in eight minutes and at that height the machine did 136 mph. Whilst 
flying that machine I got some idea of the speed of future machines, 
for at 10,000 ft it was 30 mph faster at least than anything I had yet 
flown. Harold Barnwell liked this little machine, although he said it 
cost him a new pair of trousers every time he flew it, as it always 
smothered his legs with oil. It has a very deep fuselage rather out of 
proportion to the size of the machine and Barnwell always alluded to 
it as "Pot-Belly".' 

Maj J. B. McCudden    Imperial War Museum 

Maj J. B. McCudden with his Vickers FB16D Joyce Green 1917        Imperial War Museum Q 68556 

F.B.16D - One 200 hp Hispano Suiza. Span 25 ft, upper, and 22 ft 4 in, lower; length 19 ft 6 in; height 8 ft 9 in; wing area 207 sq ft. Empty weight 1,376 lb; gross 
weight 1,8751b. Max speed 135 mph at 10,000 ft; climb to 10,000 ft - 10 1/2 min; service ceiling 18,500 ft; absolute ceiling 21.000 ft; endurance 2 1/4 hr.                
Armament - two Lewis guns. 
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Section 8  

     2nd Lieutenant Henry Richard           

Deighton Simpson 

In Memoriam 

Lt H R Deighton Simpson memorial plaque at Eton College     Eton College Archive 



 86 

 

Charterhouse School Archive  

Charterhouse School Archive  

Source 36(a): Air Pilot’s Death  

Portsmouth Evening News - Saturday 23 December 1916                                  British Newspaper Library 
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Charterhouse School Archive  

Charterhouse School Archive  

Source 36(b): Air Pilot’s Death 

Harvard  University Archive  

Royal Air Force Museum 

Vickers FB16D on the hard stand at Joyce Green c.1916 
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 Source 37(a): Cause of death 
National Archives  WO 339/3675 

Orchard Hospital Dartford Hospital Histories   Francine Payne  The Orchard Hospital 
was built as an 800 bed-
ded temporary hospital 
in 1901/2, along with 
Long Reach to cope 
with the smallpox epi-
demic . 

It was turned over to 
the military during the 
First World War. It be-
came the Dartford Aus-
tralian Auxiliary Hospi-
tal on the 9th October 
1916, under the com-
mand of Lieutenant-Col. 
H Arthur Powell.  Deigh-
ton was taken there 
and died four hours 
after the crash. 
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National Archives  WO 339/3675 

Pilots socialised a great 
deal with dancers from 
the West End shows.  
Fighter Ace James                   
McCudden famously 
took chorus girl Teddie 
O'Neill for a joy ride at 
Joyce Green. He even 
had the cheek to          
record it in his log 
book. 
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 Source 38(b) List of Belongings  

National Archives  WO 339/3675 
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Source 38(c) List of Belongings  

 The money found on Deighton after the crash was used to 

settle a bill from his Piccadilly bootmaker. 

National Archives  WO 339/3675 

National Archives  WO 339/3675 National Archives  WO 339/3675 
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 Deighton’s mother Constance received 

the news  of her son’s death on Christ-

mas Eve 1916-four days after Vickers 

informed the R.F.C. 

Source 40: The Telegram  

 Deighton’s brother John and sister Constance were 

devastated by the news on Christmas Eve 1916 

National Archives  WO 339/3675 

National Archives  WO 339/3675 

US National Archives   
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 Deighton’s Funeral at St Paulinus Crayford 
Michael Foreman Chalky’s funeral 1916 

Harvard University Archive  
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Bexley Local Studies and Archives 
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 Deighton’s Grave St Paulinus Churchyard 

P Daniel 

Harvard  University Archive  
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Source 42(a): Last Effects  

National Archives  WO 339/3675 

National Army Museum Register of Effects 
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National Archives  WO 339/3675 

Source 42(B): Last Effects  



 100 

 

 Source 43(a): Deighton Remembered 

 Deighton’s death was recorded in the Eton College magazine on New Year’s Eve 1916.  His service gratuity and back pay 

helped to pay for the Eton War memorial shown above-Deighton’s name shown below. 

Eton College War Memorial                                 Eton College Archive  

Eton College Archive  

Eton College Archive  
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Source 43(b): Deighton Remembered 

Deighton’s name is on a memorial in the Harvard memorial chapel . It is directly behind the sculpted figure of a mother holding 
her dead warrior son. The chapel includes a Latin plaque that remembers four German students from Harvard who had fought 
for the Kaiser during World War I. Deighton was also awarded an honourary degree from Harvard in 1919. 

Harvard  University Archive  

Harvard  University Archive  

Harvard  University Archive  
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Title: (Write a short title that sums up Deighton’s story) 

Introduction (How did Deighton’s family background influence his life) : 

Further Detail (How did Deighton’s time at Eton inspire him to run away to war) : 

Deighton’s bravery (accounts of his bravery in the Royal Flying Corps) : 

Conclusion (How did he meet his death at Joyce Green) : 

A Biography for Deighton 
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Rudyard Kipling's son, John, (Jack) used his father's connections to join the Irish Guards despite poor 
eyesight, which should have barred him. He was killed at Loos in 1915 and Kipling blamed himself.  
Jack’s body was never found and so Kipling took it upon himself to write the epitaph for the Unknown 
British soldier. He died with out knowing where his son rested. Jack’s body was finally found in 1992. 

 

Rudyard Kipling was a famous author and poet especially famous 

for writing ‘The Jungle Book’ based on his experiences of growing 

up in India. He drafted the epitaph seen on the graves of un-

known soldiers: 

‘A Soldier of the Great War Known Only Unto God.’  He also se-

lected the words used on many memorials for those with no 

known grave: ‘Their name liveth for evermore.’ 

Imagine you are Deigh-

ton’s mother Constance 

and you want to write a 

fitting epitaph for him.

Use the notes you have  

made investigating  

Deighton’s life. 

What do you know was 

important to him? 

What do we know about 

his character? 

Draft an epitaph for him 

using the template. 

Add your epitaph to your 

stained glass window. 

Here is the 1st verse of his poem, 

‘My Son Jack’ 

‘Have you news of my boy Jack?' 

Not this tide.                                  

'When d'you think that he'll 

come back?'                                                        

Not with this wind blowing, and 

this tide’  

‘A Son’ 

My son was killed while 

laughing at some jest.             

I would                                       

I knew                                    

What it was, and it might 

serve me in a time when 

jests are few. 

How do you think Kipling felt knowing that he’d persuaded his son to join the army? 

 I bare you on eagles' wings, and brought you unto myself.” Exodus 19:4 

Rudyard Kipling  

An Epitaph for Deighton 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=4&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjH4pSv_9nOAhVmKcAKHcdtDqsQFggvMAM&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fverse%2Fen%2FExodus%252019%253A4&usg=AFQjCNFKN_NyTj-yNwW-WCX4Hm3a5_7D2Q&sig2=xcBzmauUcLxsYIA
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_language
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• Read through Deighton’s story and write your own epitaph for him .  Remember the epitaphs are 

usually quite short, four lines are normally enough. 

My list of words and phrases    (Write a list of words or phrases for your epitaph) 

Sort out my list of words and phrases    (Now look at your jotted thoughts. Can you put them in order? Think about the mood or tone you want.) 

The final draft of my epitaph   (Ask a partner to tell you what works well and what needs improving then draft your final epitaph with a title). 

An Epitaph for deighton 

• Create a stained glass memorial using the template on p107 so that you can display his epitaph.  
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An Epitaph for Deighton 
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Crayford Reminiscence and Youth  55 Station Road Crayford Kent DA1 3QR 
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